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Energy  to  Segev; 
Shahal  gets  Information 

SARAH  HONIG 


THE  ^RUSALEM  J£f 

Make  international 
connections. 
177-100-2727 
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PRIME  Minister  Yitzhak  Rabin 
yesterday  created  a  new  Ministry 
of  Information  Coordination, 
which  will  go  to  Police  Minister 
Moshe  Shahal,  who  will  hand 
over  the  Energy  portfolio  to 
Yi'ud’s  Gonen  Segev. 

The  arrangement  raised  the 
hackles  of  many  ministers,  who 
*aid  that  having  the  police  minis¬ 
ter  be  information  minister 
'•macks  of  arrangements  in  totali¬ 
tarian  repines.  The  deal  barely 
passed  in  the  cabinet:  the  four 
Meretz  ministers  opposed  it,  six 
Labor  ministers  abstained,  and 
only  seven  including  Rabin,  vot¬ 
ed  for  the  new  appointments. 

The  new  ministry  will  take  re¬ 
sponsibility  for  the  Government 
Press  Office  (until  now  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Prime  Minister's 
Office),  the  Government  Publi¬ 
cations  Office  (currently  run  by 
the  Treasury),  and  the  Informa¬ 
tion  Center  (now  part  of  the  Edu¬ 
cation  Ministry). 

At  the  vehement  insistence  of 
Foreign  Minister  Shimon  Peres, 
the  new  ministry  will  have  no  role 
in  explaining  foreign  policy. 

Besides  the  new  portfolio,  Sha¬ 
hal  is  to  be  included  in  the  “inner 
cabinet"  on  foreign  policy,  which 
will  involve  him  in  the  peace  ne¬ 
gotiations.  This  is  regarded  as  a 
significant  promotion  for  him. 

Peres  initially  abstained,  but 
moved  to  Rabin's  side  in  return 
for  the  stipulation  that  the  new 
ministry  would  limit  its  role  to 
explaining  domestic  policy. 

The  cabinet  session  was  pre¬ 
ceded  by  a  meeting  of  Labor  min¬ 
isters.  at  which  Rabin  revealed 
the  job  he  found  for  Segev. 

Five  Labor  ministers  -  Avra- 
ham  Sbohat,  Binvamin  Ben- 
Elizer,  David  Liba’i,  Ephraim 
Sneh.  and  Uzi  Baram  -  told  Ra¬ 
bin  they  were  categorically  op¬ 
posed  to  the  new  portfolio  for 
Shahal.  They  argued  that  having 
the  police  minister  also  be  ffte 
information  minister  has  prece¬ 
dence  only  in  totalitarian 
regimes. 

“This  whole  ministry  is  a  ludi¬ 


crous,  artificial,  and  unnecessary 
last-minute  concoction,  and  the 
publtc  will  hold  .it  against  us,” 
Ben-El iezer  argued. 

The  five  also  did  not  want  Sha¬ 
hal  in  the  inner  cabinet  on  foreign 
policy. 

When  the  matter  was  present¬ 
ed  to  the  full  cabinet,  Rabin  en¬ 
countered  more  opposition  from 
the  stunned  Meretz  ministers. 

Environment  Minister  Yossi 
Sand  had  last  week  turned  down 
mi  offer  to  be  appointed  informa¬ 
tion  minister,  on  the  grounds  that 
“it  is  something  that  smacks  of  a 
dictatorship,  it  is  no  accident  that 
no  such  ministries  exist  in  demo¬ 
cratic  states.”  he  said. 

“Moreover,  the  public  is  not 
waiting  breathlessly  for  yet  an¬ 
other  ministry,  which,  instead  of 
explaining  the  government's  poli¬ 
cy,  will  be  forced  to  spend  all  its 
energies  and  the  taxpayer's  mon¬ 
ey  to  explain  why  it  exists  at  all.” 

Education  Minister  Amnon 
Rubinstein  said  “the  whole  idea 
seemed  to  have  been  lifted 
straight  out  of  George  Orwell’s 
1984.  A  democratic  society  has 
no  need  for  a  propaganda  minis¬ 
try,  headed  by  a  commissar  who 
is  also  in  charge  of  the  police.” 

The  cabinet  bad  to  go  into  a 
brief  recess  while  Rabin  unsuc¬ 
cessfully  sought  to  calm  the  M Cr¬ 
ete  ministers  down.  - 

Shahal  complained  bitterly 
that  be  ‘‘is  surrounded  in  the  cab¬ 
inet  by  many  devoted  friends  who 
know  only  how  talk  behind  ray 
back.  This  is  not  Orwell  and  aot 
1984.  My  task  will  be  to  coordi¬ 
nate  information  campaigns  for 
the  various  ministries  and  explain 
to  the  citizens  what  tbeir  rights 
are.  What  is  so  wrong  with  that?” 

Labor  secretary-general  Nis- 
sim  Zvilli  expressed  satisfaction 
with  the  arrangement,  and  pre¬ 
dicted  that  the  government 
.  would  be  further  expanded  with 
the  appointment  of  another  La¬ 
bor  minister^  “which  will  coin¬ 
cide  probably  with  Shas’s  return 
to  the  coalition.” 

(Costumed  on  Page  2) 


12  hurt  in  J’lem  suicide  attack 

Bomber  was  former  Palestinian  policeman  who  deserted  to  Hamas 


BILL  HUTMAN 
and  JON  IMMANUEL 

A  SUICIDE  bomber  wound¬ 
ed  12  people,  one  moderate¬ 
ly,  across  the  street  from  the 
Jerusalem  International  Con¬ 
vention  Center  early  yester¬ 
day  morning. 

Senior  police  sources 
warned  that  more  such  at¬ 
tacks  are  possible,  and  that 
the  bombing  at  a  bus  stop  op¬ 
posite  the  center,  near  tbe 
city's  central  bus  station,  had 
not  come  as  a  surprise. 

The  bomber’s  likely  target 
was  a  bus  transporting  sol¬ 
diers,  which  had  moved  from 
the  bus  stop  and  parked  only 
meters  away  just  before  the 
explosion. 

By  last  night,  only  two  of  the 
wounded  remained  hospitalized. 
Alex  Yitzhakov,  48,  of  Jerusa¬ 
lem,  and  Rashek  Abdallah,  43,  of 
A-Ram,  were  reported  in  good 
condition  at  Hadassah-University 
Hospital,  Ein  Kerem. 

Eyman  Radi,  21,  the  Palestin¬ 
ian  policeman  turned  Hamas  ter¬ 
rorist  who  carried  out  the  attack, 
died  instantly  in  the  explosion. 
His  body  was  torn  in  half,  and 
only  his  head  and  torso  remained 
intact. 

Radi,  from  Khan  Yunis  in  the 
Gaza  Strip,  was  carrying  several 
kilos  of  explosives,  most  likely 
TNT,  in  a  handbag,  which  he  ap¬ 
parently  planned  to  detonate  on  a 
crowded  bus. 

The  bomb,  however,  either  ex¬ 
ploded  prematurely,  or  Radi 
panicked  and  detonated  it  early. 
The  result  was  far  less  damage 
than  could  have  been  expected, 
said  Police  Inspector-General 
Assaf  Hefetz. 

“We  were  lucky  that  the  bomb 
-  did  not  explode  in  -arznore  crowd-  - 
ed  place,”  Hefetz  said. 

Police  were  investigating  how 
Radi,  who  did  not  have  a  permit 
to  enter  Israel,  made  his  way 
from  Gaza  to  Jerusalem.  They 


Security  personnel  inspect  the  scene  of  yesterday’s  bombing  in  Jerusalem. 


believe  he  was  helped  by  other 
Hamas  activists. 

Palestinian  Police  squrces  said 
Radi  was  a  traffic  policeman, 
whom  neighbors  knew  to  be  a 
Hamas  supporter.  He  became  an 
activist  after  the  shooting  outride 
the  Palestine  Mosque  by  Pales¬ 
tinian  Police  on  November  18. 

About  three  days  ago,  howev¬ 
er,  he  stopped  showing  up  for 
work,  leading  his  commanders  to 
come  looking .  for  him  at  his 
home,  the  sources  said.  • 

Family  members  toltj  the  com¬ 
manders  thdy'dickriorfoioW'&Ss. 
whereabouts,  the  sources  said.  * 
Marwan  Kanafam,  the  press 
adviser  to  Palestinian  Authority 
Chairman  Yasser  Arafat,  said  the 


PA  was  trying  to  verity  tbe  re¬ 
ports  that  he  was  a  policeman. 
Meanwhile,  Arafat,  through 
■  Kanafani,  described  the  attack  as 
“criminal”  especially  since  it  hap¬ 
pened  “on  die  day  of  the  birth  of 
Jesus  Christ.” 

■  A  leaflet  distributed  soon  after 
tbe  attack  was  signed  tty  the  Mar¬ 
tyrs'  Forces/Izzadin  Kassam,  Ha- 
mas-Palestine,  and  provided  the 
license  plate  number,  37-085-00. 
of  the  private  bus  that  was  carry¬ 
ing  foe  soldiers:  This  indicated 
that  either  another  Hamas  opera- 
tfceribaervc&thfrmcideat  and  re¬ 
ported  tack  to  Gaza,  or  that  Ha¬ 
mas  operatives  had  watched  foe 
same  bus  over  several  days. 

The  attack  occurred  just  after  6 


a.m.  at  the  No.  11  and  15  bus 
stop,  on  foe  outbound  ride  of 
Zalman  Shazar  Blvd..  between 
tbe  central  bus  station  and  foe 
Jerusalem  International  Conven¬ 
tion  Center. 

“Smoke  and  shrapnel  flew  into 
the  air  and  everyone  started  hol¬ 
lering,”  said  Avi  Hasson,  one  of 
foe  soldiers  on  foe  bus  that  was 
foe  likely  target  of  the  attack, 
which  was  parked  just  meters 
away.  (“Saved  by  a  miracle,” 
P*ge2) 

“We  all  ran  out  of  foe  bus.  A 
wounded-fpgr  rao-in  ocfr  Tliyecr  * 
don,  his  hand  and  head  bleeding, 
and  then  he  just  collapsed,”  Has¬ 
son  added. 

Several  soldiers  ran  over  to  foe 


(Brian  Headier) 

terrorist,  whom  they  had  yet  to 
identity  as  foe  attacker,  hoping  to 
help  him,  witnesses  said. 

The  blast  destroyed  tbe  bus 
stop  and  adjoining  kiosk  and 
phone  booth,  and  broke  windows 
on  the  soldiers'  bus,  as  well  as  in 
passing  vehicles. 

“There  was  a  massive  explo¬ 
sion,  my  back  windows  blew  out 
and  tbe  back  of  my  car  was  lifted 
into  foe  air,  throwing  me  for¬ 
ward,”  said  Sadia  Ben-Sboshan, 
57,  a  postal  worker.  “Burning  ob¬ 
jects  flew  in  all  directions.” 
■"•He  said  he  had  glanced  at  the 
bos  stop  to  see  if  any  of  foe  sol¬ 
diers  needed  a  ride,  and  had  seen 
two  or  three  people  there,  but 
(Contmned  on  Page  2) 


Hizbullah  maintains  offensive;  2  soldiers  laid  to  rest 


HIZBULLAH  continued  its  cur¬ 
rent  offensive  against  the  security 
zone  yesterday  with  attacks  on 
South  Lebanese  Army  targets,  as 
the  two  IDF  soldiers  killed  in  Fri¬ 
day's  fierce  clashes  were  laid  to 
rest. 

Staff  Sgt.  Natan  el  Rosenthal, 
2ft,  of  Heizliya,  and  Sgt.  Guy  Su- 
da’i,  19.  of  Tel  Aviv,  were  buried 
in  separate  funeral  ceremonies  at 
the  Kiryat  Shaul  military  ceme¬ 
tery  in  Tel  Aviv  yesterday 
afternoon. 

Hizbullah,  which  said  the 
heavy  fighting  over  the  weekend 
was  in  retaliation  for  last 
Wednesday’s  Beirut  car  bomb 
blast  in  which  one.  of  its  activists 
and  three  other  people  were 
killed,  yesterday  switched  its  at- 


DAV1P  RUDGE 

tention  back  to  the  SLA. 

A  roadside  bomb  was  detonat¬ 
ed  alongside  SLA  troops  while 
they  were  on  routine  operational 
duties  in  the  Shakif  al-Hardoun 
area  in  tbe  western  sector  of  the 
zone. 

.Simultaneously,  gunmen 
opened  fire  with  mortars  at  a 
nearby  SLA  outpost. 

In  a  statement  issued  in  Beirut, 
Hizbullah  claimed  it  had  inflicted 
heavy  casualties  on  tbe  SLA,  al¬ 
though  there  were  no  injuries  and 
no  damage  was  caused.  IDF  and 
SLA  gunners  returned  fire. 

More  shooting  was  reported 
later  in  the  day  in  the  eastern 
sector  of  foe  zone,  although  again 


no  casualties  were  reported. 

The  atmosphere  in  the  region 
remained  very  tense  in  light  of 
Hizbullah's  threat  to  further  es¬ 
calate  the  fighting.  The  seven 
soldiers  wounded  in  Friday’s 
fighting,  when  Hizbullah  gunmen 
bombarded  an  IDF  position  in 
the  AH  Tahr  hill  range  region 
with  mortar,  anti-tank  missile, 
and  machine-gun  fire,  are  all  be¬ 
ing  treated  in  Haifa's  Rambam 
Hospital. 

Two  are  suffering  from  moder¬ 
ate  injuries,  and  the  remainder 
have  light  wounds  to  arms  and 
leg.  caused  mainly  by  shrapnel. 
They  were  all  said  to  be  in  satis¬ 
factory  condition  yesterday  and 
some  are  expected  to  be  released 
soon. 


France  may  accept 
hijacked  airliner 

PARIS  (Reuter)  -  Foreign  Minis¬ 
ter  Alain  Juppe  indicated  yester¬ 
day  that  France  may  allow  Islam¬ 
ic  fundament*1^  hijackers  of  a 
French  airfiner  to  fly  to  France 
from  Algeria. 

“We  are  prepared  to  consider 
any  initiative  that  could  allow  this 
drama  to  end,”  he  told  Frem* 
television  when  arited  a  Pans 
would  accept  that  tbe  plane  fly  to 
Paris  from  Algiers  airport  where 
it  was  seized  on  Saturday. 

An  Algerian  journalist  at  Al- 
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Sen,  holding  over  150  passengers 
hostage  for  a  second  day,  wanted 
to  fly  to  France  or  Germany  be- 
cause  those  countries  had  abol¬ 
ished  foe  death  penalty. 

When  asked  by  another  televi¬ 
sion  channel  if  Paris  had  been  in 
contact  with  the  hijackers,  Prime 
Minister  Edouard  BalEadnr  re¬ 
plied:  tsI  cannot  answer  for  secu¬ 
rity  reasons.” 

Yesterday,  the  gunmen  re¬ 
fused  three  more  hostages.  They 
have  IdDed  two  of  the  passengers. 

juppe  confirmed  an  Algerian 
ytnfp  radio  report  that  gunshots 
had  been  heard  on  the  staircase 
adjoining  the  plane.  The  radio 
earlier  said  firemen  and  other  res¬ 
cue  personnel  were  placed  on 
maximum  alert  about  500  meters 
from  the  hjjacked  airfiner. 


|  .Tt".  9*.  ■» 

frt'i 

r  fc 


__  AVI 
n  CHAI 

The  AVI  CHAI  Prize  -  5755 

NIS  50,000 

Will  be  awarded  for  the  third  time  to  an  individual 
who  has  made  a  definitive  contribution  to 
encouraging  mutual  understanding  and  sensitivity 
among  Jews  of  different  religious  backgrounds  and 
commitments  to  observance. 

Individuals,  organizations  and  public ^institutions  are 
invited  to  submit  nominations  to  the  Selection 
Committee- 

Submissions  will  be  accepted  until 15 
January  16, 1995  on  forms  which  must  be  obtained 
He  offices  of  the  AVI  CHAI  Foundation. 

AVI  CHAI  Prize  ™ 181361  ‘ 5755 

P.O.  Box  7035, 91070  Jerusalem. 

Td  02-663335,  Fax  02-662861 


The  Promised  Land  has  never 
shown  so  much  promise. 

Bank  Hapoalim  can  help  you  invest  in  Israel  -  from  term  deposits  to  mutual  funds. 

We  also  offer  you  foreign  currency  loans  for  the 
purchase  of  property  in  IsraeLIn  addition,  the  Bank 
can  provide  you  with  portfolio  management,  investment 
banking  as  well  as  international  private  tanking. 


With  peace  becoming  a  reality  day-by-day.  Israel's  role  in 
this  newly  emerging  region  is  growing.  Economic 
indicators  are  rising  and  confidence  in  Israel  is  increasing. 
The  multitude  of  financial  opportunities  now  opening  up  is 
attracting  astute  investors  from  around  the  world.  Now  is  a 
most  opportune  lime  for  you  to  invest  in  Israel 

Bank  Hapoalim,  as  Israel's  largest  bank,  can  assist  you 
in  taking  advantage  of  a  full  spectrum  of  investment 
opportunities  from  tax-free  and  confidential  foreign 
currency  deposits  to  Israeli  mutual  funds  and  securities. 


With  assets  of  over  S39  billion.  Bank  Hapoalim  offers 
experience  and  security. 

Stop  by  an  Investment  Center  for  Tourists  and  Foreign 
Residents  or  any  Bank  Hapoalim  branch  in  Israel  and 
profit  from  Israel's  most  promising  future. 
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Palestinians  threaten 
to  halt  peace  process 
over  Efrat  construction 


•THE  Palestinians  will  halt  the 
peace  process  if  Israel  goes  ahead 
with  the  new  neighborhood  in 
Efrat,  on  which  work  began  last 
week,  Palestinian  Authority  In¬ 
formation  Minister  Yasser  Abed- 
iRabbo  declared  yesterday. 

Abed-Rabbo  warned  that  the 
threat  to  halt  the  peace  talks  also 
applied  to  other  Israeli  develop¬ 
ment  plans  in  the  administered 
territories  and  eastern  Jerusalem. 

He  was  speaking  at  a  protest  in 
'Beit  Sahur  against  the  project  at 
'Har  Homa,  in  southeastern  Jeru¬ 
salem,  on  which  work  is  sched¬ 
uled  to  begin  soon.  The  protest 
was  incorporated  into  the  annual 


BILL  HUTMAN 

Christmas  march  from  Shep¬ 
herds’  Field,  through  the  largely 
Christian  village. 

The  High  Conn  of  Justice  re¬ 
cently  reject  a  petition  by  resi¬ 
dents  of  Beit  Sahur  and  the  sur¬ 
rounding  area,  who  claimed  the 
land  was  illegally  confiscated 
from  them. 

“If  the  settlement  activity 
moves  forward,  the  peace  process 
will  not  go  forward,”  Abed- 
Rabbo  told  a  cheering  crowd  of 
more  than  1,000,  including  sever¬ 


al  dozen  Peace  Now  activists. 

“This  is  not  a  slogan.  This  is  a 
policy.  Israel  must  understand 
this,”  he  said.  He  said  a  message 
to  this  effect  was  presented  to 
Israel  by  PLO  Chairman  Yasser 
Arafat 

The  candle-lit  march  ended  at 
a  square  in  Beit  Sahur  that  looks 
up  at  Har  Homa,  where  the 
Housing  Ministry  is  funding  the 
construction  of  the  new  Jewish 
neighborhood. 

“We  must  all  work  together  to 
stop  this  construction.  Only  this 
way  can  there  be  true  peace,'* 
said  Ghassan  Andoni,  a  protest 
organizer. 


Villagers  plant  olive  trees  on  disputed  hill 


VILLAGERS  from  El-Khader, 
■south  of  Bethlehem,  planted  ol¬ 
ive  saplings  on  a  hillside  opposite 
the  settlement  of  Efrat  yesterday, 
and  waved  ownership  papers  in' 
•front  of  soldiers,  who  flashed 
'their  own  papers  declaring  the 
area  a  closed  military  zone. 

Women  shouted  at  soldiers  and 
J  surveyors  who  were  sent  to  the 

■  site.  Two  activists  from  Cush 
Shalom  were  arrested  for  refus¬ 
ing  to  vacate  the  hill,  saying  it  was 

•now  under  Palestinian  and  not 

■  Israeli  authority. 

It  was  the  fourth  day  of  a  pro¬ 
test  against  plans  to  build  a  new 
neighborhood  for  Efrat,  some 
two  kilometers  away.  Some  500 
•dunams  owned  by  six  families  are 
at  stake,  with  the  El-Khader  resi¬ 
dents  insisting  the  land  for  the. 
mew  neighborhood  was  illegally 
appropriated. 


JON  IMMANUEL 


Saeb  Erekat,  the  Palestinian 
Authority’s  minister  for  local 
government,  visited  the  site  yes¬ 
terday  and  said,  “I  think  it’s  real¬ 
ly  disastrous  what  is  taking  place 
here.  In  my  band  now  are  official 
documents  of  private  ownership 
for  these  lands.’* 

On  Saturday,  the  PA  demand¬ 
ed  a  UN  Security  Council  debate 
on  Israeli  land  appropriations 
around  Jerusalem. 

EI-Kbader’s  problems  in  claim¬ 
ing  land  ownership  are  common 
in  the  Gush  Etzion  area.  Some  of 
the  land  in  the  area  has  been  reg¬ 
istered  as  private ,  but  some  has 
not  So  the  civil  administration 
has  issued  certificates  of  private 
ownership  to  some  individuals. 


In  very  deep  sorrow,  we  announce  the  death  of  my  dear 
father,  our  grandfather 

SHIMUEL  AVIGAN 

The  funeral  will  take  place  today, 
Monday,  December  26, 1994,  at  2  p.m., 
at  the  Rarnat  Hashavim  cemetery. 

The  Bereaved  Family 


ntsNji  7m 

In  deep  so  now,  we  announce  the  passing  of  our  revered 
mother,  grandmother  and  great-grandmother 

BASIA  KLEINBAUM 

Daughter  of  Rabbi  Akiva  Guthoiz 
Poland  -  Now  York 

The  funeral  took  place  yesterday,  December  25, 1994, 
at  Har  Hamenuhot,  Jerusalem. 

The  Schwartz-Doron  and  Flaum  Families 


In  deep  sorrow,  we  announce  the 
premature  death  of  our  dear  husband,  father 
and  grandfather 

ENRIQUE  ROGER 

The  funeral  will  take  place  today, 
Monday,  December  26,  at  2:00  p.m., 
at  the  cemetery  of  Moshav  Bert-Shemen. 

A  special  bus  will  depart  at  12  noon  from  Mercaz  Carmel, 
Paz  Petrol  Station,  and  at  12:10  p.m.  from  B'nai  B’rith, 
opposite  the  Horev  Center  in  Haifa. 

Shiva  will  take  place  at  24  Yisrael  Galili,  Ramal  Poleg. 

The  Bereaved  Family 


The  Sephardi  Communities  Department  'r/^y 
of  the  World  Zionist  Organization 
mourns  the  loss  of 

Rabbi  Dr,  SOLOMON  GAON 

Chairman  of  the  Education  Commission 
of  the  Wo  rid  Sephardi  Federation 
and  member  of  its  Presidium 

We  express  deep  sorrow  and  extend  sincere  condolences 
to  his  wife  Regina  and  to  the  family 

Avl  Shlush,  Director  General 


The  Lawn  Bowls  Association  of  Israel 
and  its  members,  extend  their  deepest  sympathy  to 
David  Zhr  and  his  family 
on  the  passing  of 

GAIL 


The  tombstone  ceremony  for  our  mother  and  grandmother 

ESTHER  MANDEL 

will  take  place  on  Friday,  December  30, 1994,  at  9  a.m. 
at  the  Herzliya  Cemetery. 


Doreen  and  John  Gafnsford 
Jeffrey  Mandel 
and  families. 


while  declaring  most  of  the  area 
unregistered  state  land. 

Including  “community  land,’*  a 
designation  Israel  does  not  recog¬ 
nize,  El-Khader  claims  some 
20,000  dunams. 

Residents  explained  that  in 
1967,  the  Jordanians  began  regis¬ 
tering  the  disputed  hill  in  the 
names  of  individual  families. 

“We  all  know  our  plot,*'  says 
Mohammed  Sal  ah,  who  said  he 
owns  one.  “Our  bad  luck  is  that 
there  was  not  enough  lime  to 
complete  registration.  The  war 
came  in  June.  If  we’d  had  a  few 
more  months,  we  would  have  had 
all  the  parcels  registered.” 

Another  resident,  Halil  Mus¬ 
tafa,  said  “there  has  been  confu¬ 
sion  over  this  land  since  the 
1980s.  But  I  have  papers  with  my 
lawyer  in  the  name  of  my  father 
and  his  father,  from  1894.” 


Burg  declares 
candidacy  to  head 
Jewish  Agency 

SARAH  HONIG 

MK  Avraham  Burg  (LaboE^ryes? 
■terday  officially  announced  his 
candidacy  for  the  chairmanship 
of  the  Jewish  Agency. 

Labor  Party  secretary-general 
Nissim  Z villi  is  to  formally  launch 
the  contest  for  the  party  nomina¬ 
tion  for  Agency  chairman  on 
Thursday.  Acting  Chairman  Ye- 
hiel  Leket  is  also  in  the  running. 

The  term  of  suspended  chair¬ 
man  Simcha  Dinitz,  who  is  on  trial 
in  Jerusalem  District  Court  on 
fraud  charges,  ends  this  month. 

Burg  said  it’s  high  time  that  La¬ 
bor  pick  its  most  talented  members 
for  foe  job. 

Leket  is  viewed  as  Rabin’s  can¬ 
didate,  and  Burg  as  having  foe 
support  of  Foreign  Minister  Shi¬ 
mon  Peres.  Rabin’s  support  for 
Leket,  however,  has  been 
unenfousiastic. 


Suicide  bomber  Eyman  Radi  poses  in  his  Palestinian  Police  uniform  with  anM-16  rifle  earlier  this  year. 


Bus  driver: 


a 


THE  courteous  driving  of  Eli 
Brandy,  and  “a  miracle,”  appar¬ 
ently  saved  many  lives  in  yester¬ 
day’s  suicide  bomb  attack  in 
Jerusalem. 

Minutes  before  foe  explosion. 
Brandy  drove  his  busload  of  sol¬ 
diers  several  meters  forward  so  as 
not  to  block  the  stop,  as  he  wait¬ 
ed  for  other  passengers  to  arrive. 

His  private  bus,  carrying  about 
35  soldiers,  had  been  parked  di¬ 
rectly  in  front  of  where  foe  terror¬ 
ist  exploded  his  bomb,  its  back 
door  open  for  boarding. 

“Some  people  may  just  call  it 
good  luck,  but  I  think  it  was  a 
miracle  we  weren't  all  killed,” 


BILL  HUTMAN 


said  Bramiy,  39,  who  was  stfli 
visibly  shaken. 

Police  investigators  said  the 
terrorist  may  have  wanted  to 
board  the  bus  and  explode  his 
bomb  there,  in  any  event,  if  die 
bus  hadn’t  moved,  the  blast 
would  have  .been  deadly,  they 
said. 

“I  heard  foe  explosion,  turned, 
and  saw  this  big  object  being 
thrown  in  the  air,”  Bramiy  said. 
“There  was  screaming,  one  of  foe 
female  soldiers  apparently  be¬ 
came  hysterical . 

“I  opened  foe  doors  to  let  foe 
soldiers  ont,  and  within  what 


seemed  like  less  than  a  minute  an 
ambulance  was  already  at.  the. 
scene.” 

He  said  he  believed  foe  terror¬ 
ist  planned  to  explode  foe  bomb* 
on  foe  bus,  noting  that  the  open. 
bgrfr  door  gave  him  an  easy  way 
to  board. 

“I  normally  only  open  the  front  - 
door  so  I  can  see  who  is  boarding. 
But  when  it’s  cold  or  raining,  I 
tfHTiptimwi  open  the  back  door  so 
they  can  get.  inside  quickly,”  he 
sail 

Two  or  force  soldiers  in  the 
bos,  which  takes  air  force  soldiers 


to  a  base  in  the  center  of .  the 
country,  were  Tightly  injured  by 
flying  glass  from  broken  win¬ 
dows.  The  bus  suffered,  no  other 
damage.-  -  . 

Several  teeters  behind'  the  bus, 
the  Egged  bus  stop  mid  adjoining 
kiosk'  and  telephone  booth-  were 
both  destroyed. 

The  bus  had'  arrived  eady  at 
the  stop,  across  foe  street-from 
foe  Jerusalem  International  -  Con¬ 
vention.  Center.  ’  ^ 

One  soldier,  Ayi'  fiasson,  said 
he  had  seen  an  Arab  at  foe  stop 
who  looted  suspicious,  but  had 
decided  he  was  a  laborer  waiting 
foe  a  bos.  *  -  ”•  . 


Arrow-2  fe'sts  to  begmsoon 

ALON  P1NKAS  * 


Cabinet  briefed  on  talks  with  Syrians 

ALON  P1NKAS  andnewsageiKries 


SIX  operational  tests  will  be  con¬ 
ducted  on  foe  Attow-2  anti-bal¬ 
listic-missile  system  in  foe  next  18 
months,  according  to  Uzi  Rubin, 
head  of  the  Israel  Missile  De¬ 
fense  Office  (IMDO). 

Anow-2  is  foe  operational  ver¬ 
sion  of  Arrow-1,  foe  research  and 
development  model  of  the  mis¬ 
sile. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  first  bat¬ 
tery  (designed  to  comprise  50 
missiles)  will  be  deployable  no 
sooner  than  1997. 

“The  Arrow-1  was  defined  as  a 
technological  demonstrative 
model  and  was  capable  of  operat¬ 
ing  only  in  testing  and  proving 
grounds.  It  was  designed  to  test  if 


missiles  can  at  all  be  intercepted 
and  destroyed  using  foe  technol¬ 
ogy  we  have  developed,”  Rubin 
said  in  an  interview  in  foe  latest 
issue  of  Air  Force  Magazine,  pub¬ 
lished  yesterday. 

Rubin  told  foe  magazine  that 
Israel  is  investing  more  than  foe 
US  in  the  Arrow  project  but  he 
did  not  produce  any  figures. 

According  to  published  fig¬ 
ures,  foe  US  financed  72  percent 
of  the  first  two  development 
phases  of  the  Attow-1  project 
($350  million),  and  in  October, 
Defense  Ministry  Director-Gen¬ 
eral  David  Ivry  secured  further 
US  funding  for  the  Arrow-2  de¬ 
velopment  phases. 


THE  talks  held  in  Washington 
over  foe  weekend-  between  Chief 
of  General  Staff  LL-Gen.  Ehud 
Barak  and  his  Syrian  counter¬ 
part,  Gen.  Hikmat  -Shihabi,  were 
serious  and  successful  and  win  be 
contained  in  the  near  future,  the 
cabinet  was  told  yesterday  by  Ba¬ 
rak  and  Prime  Minister  Yitzhak 
Rabin. 

Before  briefing  the  cabinet, 
Rabin  bid  an  official  farewell  to 
Barak,  who  retires  on  Snnday. 
He  will  be  replaced  by  Maj.-Gen.  i 
Amnon  Shahak. 

According  to  sources,  Rabin 
began  by  describing  foe  current 
escalation  in  military  activities  in 


south  Lebanon,  and  said  th&  was 
raised  forcefully  at  foe  Washing¬ 
ton  meeting  with. the  Syrians. 

Rabin;  defined  the  talks  as 
= “strictly  oo  military  issues  of  the 
highest  level.”  7 

According  to  the  official  Syrian 
news  agency  SANA,  the  Wash¬ 
ington  talks  ended  with  no  result 
because  of  Israel’s  “impossible 
demands.” 

The  latest  sticking  point,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  official  daily  Al- 
Ba’ath,  was  an  Israeli  demand  for 
“observation  points”  on  foe  Go¬ 
lan  Heights  as  a  condition  for 
withdrawal.  The  demand  was  re¬ 
jected,  foe  newspaper  said. 


MINISTRIES 

(Continued  from  Page  1) 

Attorney-General  Michael 
Ben-Ya’ir  said  there  was  no  justi¬ 
fication  for  delaying  Segev’s  cabi¬ 
net  appointment  because  of  a 
complaint  by  Likud  MK  Limor 
Livnat  Livnat  charged  that  Se- 
gev  had  received  money  from 
Ham  at  Gader  for  serving  as  a 
consultant 

Ben-Ya’ir  ordered  Segev  to  re¬ 
turn  all  foe  money  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  beyond  foe  limit  allowed 
MKs  for  work  outside  foe  Knes¬ 
set  Israel  radio  quoted  Segev  as 
promising  to  return  the  money. 
Ben-Ya’ir  said  he  was  also  inves¬ 
tigating  an  anonymous  complaint 
regarding  services  Segev  provid¬ 
ed  foe  Hama:  Gader  baths. 

Meanwhile,  Rabin  last  night 
inf  orated  MK  Alex  Goldfarb  that 
he  is  to  be  appointed  deputy 
boosing  minister.  Housing  Minis¬ 
ter  Binyamin  Ben  Eliezer  agreed 
to  take  him  on,  after  Goldfarb 
was  denied  a  deputy  ministerial 
post  in  the  finanix  and  interior 
ministries. 

Evelyn  Cordon  adds: 

The  High  Court  of  Justice  wili 
hear  a  petition  against  Yi’ad’s  en¬ 
try  into  the  government  this 
morning. 

CORRECTION 

FOUR  Labor  MKs  voted  in  favor 
of  a  law  increasing  foe  basket  of 
payments  to  new  immigrants  by 
25  percent,  not  only  Immigration 
and  Absorption  Committee 
chairman  Emanuel  Zissman,  as 
reported  in  last  Thursday's  pa¬ 
per.  The  other  three  were  Depu¬ 
ty  Defense  Minister  Mordechai 
Gur,  Salah  Tarif,  and  Ya’acov 
ShefL 


BOMBER 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
had  not  noticed  foe  terrorist 

“I  ran  out  of  my  car  to  see  what 
happened.  A  soldier  was  crying 
and  screaming,  and  then  I  saw  the 
terrorist’s  body,  that  is,  half  his 
body,  because  be  didn’t  have  any 
legs,”  Ben-Shoshan  said. 

Amir  Borda,  24,  stood  at  foe 
bus  stop  only  meters  from  foe 
terrorist,  but  was  only  lightly 
wounded. 

“I  didn’t  suspect  anything,” 
Borda  said.  “Then,  all  of  a  sud¬ 
den  there  was  big  explosion  and 


this  big  flame  came  in  my  direc-' 
tion  and  threw  me  in  the  air.” 

Shims hon  Moshe,  owner  of  the 
kiosk  destroyed  in  foe  explosion, 
slept  in  late.  “The  police  called 
me  at  home  and  started  to  ask  if  1 
had  a  gas  canister  in  my  kiosk," 
Moshe  said. 

“I  didn’t  know  what  they  were 
talking  about  until  they  explained 
to  me  about  foe  explosion,”  add¬ 
ed  Mosbe.  He  did  have  a  canister 
in  foe  kiosk,  which  he  said  was 
found  intact,  several  dozen  me¬ 
ters  away. 


international  Conference  of  Women  In  Black 
and  Women's  Peace  Movements 

Wednesday,  Dae.  28. 1994 


3:00  pjn. 
5:00  p.m. 


8:30  p.m. 


Registration.  Paracfise  Hotel.  Jerusalem 
The  tsmeB-Palastlnlan  Peace  Process: 

Feminist  Views 

Moderators:  Aliya  Strauss.  Fatma  Yuris 

Panelists:  Ysel  Dayan,  NaWa  GsparioJi.  Hanna  Kraz.  Sumaya 

Nasser.  Vidu  Shiran,  Ghada  Zughayar 

Women  and  Peace  -The  vision  and  the 
Strategies 

Moderators:  Nabeha  Morkus.  Gila  Svirsky 

Panrtsts-  Hanon  Ashrawi,  EUabotta  Donini,  Tamar  Gotonsfcy, 

Sarah  N.  Jbril.  Sara  Ruddiek.  Ere  lie  Shadm 


Thursday,  Dec.  29, 1994 

Panels  and  workshops  with  women  from  Taiwan,  Yugoslavia,  Croatia.  Germany, 
Greece.  Italy.  France.  Ireland.  *0  UX„  Hungary.  Zambia,  Nigeria.  South  Africa. 
Canada,  end  the  U.S.,  m  addition  a  Israeli  and  Palestinian  women. 

Some  topics:  War  and  triBtadsm:  Peace,  pacifism  and  gender:  Women  refugees; 
Educating  for  peace:  Lesbianism  and  peace  activism:  Dialogue  and  conflict 
resolution;  (Spvitualiy  and  peace  efforts:  RevohJMnalzlng  motherhood  toward 
peace;  Feminist  views  of  the  new  world  order;  etc. 

Friday,  Dec.  30. 1994 

9:00  i.m.  plenary:  What  next?  Pinna  lor  the  future 

Moderators:  Edna  Totedano-ZarouW.  AkJa  Touma-Soiiman  * 
Pnnotkts:  Naomi  Chazan.  Yvonno  Deutach,  Samira  Klwu/1.  *1 
Luisa  Morgantinl  (Italy)  * 

1:00  p.m.  Women  In  8*ac*  vigil,  march  far  poace.  and  prayer  ceremony 

for  war  victims. 

The  conference  indudes  films,  workshops.  woS-known  activists  and  authors,  and 
award  of  the  Women  in  Black  Poaco  Prize 


Sliding  Scad*  Admission  Fees: 
Enure  Conference:  NfS  1 50-300 
One  day  rate:  NIS  60-100 


THE  U.S.  GOVERNMENT 
WILL  GIVE  YOU 

$100,000  IN 
RETURN  FOR 
$20,000. 

OVER  8%  YIELD. 
AND  YOUR 

•  *  "  INVESTMENT 

K  IS  GUARANTEED. 

► 


For  further  details  phone  Howard  Rose,  director  of 
our  Securities  Diinsion  or  send  this  coupon,  with 
no  obligation  to  CommStock  Trading,  Ltd.,  POB 
/7T7  Jerusalem  91077;  Fax 02-244876. 

Please  send  me  details  about  turning  a  $20,000 
investment  into  $100, 000. 


Name 


Address 


Phone 


CommStock 

Everything  You  Need  To  SucciE — 

CommStock  Trading  Lid.  (Ess.  19811 
Fb/uw,  Options  and  Stock  Brokers  ’  ? 
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UAT  COLLINS 

ISRAEL  Radio's  English-  and 
trench-language  broadcasts 
abroad  are  scheduled  to  be  dras¬ 
tically  cut  to  save  money.  Broad¬ 
casts  in  most  other  languages  will 
not  be  affected. 

Unless  money  can  be  found 
from  other  sources,  such  as  the 
Foreign  Ministry  or  Jewish  Agen¬ 
cy,  which  financed  the  broadcasts 
until  1988,  these  broadcasts  will 
each  be  cut  by  about  an  hour 
daily,  beginning  January  1. 

According  to  IBA  spokesman 
Zvi  Lidar,  Israel  Radio  plans  to 
broadcast  news  bulletins  in  En¬ 
glish  several  times  during  the 
night  on  Radio  2,  which  is  trans¬ 
mitted  abroad. 

Workers  in  the  radio's  French 
and  English  departments  con¬ 
demned  the  move. 

“It’s  a  false  'economy,’*  sain 
one  employee.  “And  it’s  not 
clear  how  they  hope  to  keep  local 
listeners  from  changing  channels 
during  the  night,  if  the  foreign 
language  bulletins  are  maintained 
on  local  frequencies.  It’s  just  a 
face-saving  device.” 

The  workers  noted  that  the 
cutback  would  mainly  affect  the 
broadcasts  to  North  America, 
which  lost  its  IBA  prime  time 
broadcasts  in  1991  as  part  of  bud¬ 
get  cuts. 

“The  neighboring  Arab  coun¬ 
tries  continue  to  broadcast  in  En¬ 
glish  and  French,”  a  staffer  said, 
“Only  Israel  is  cutting  bade.” 

The  French  department,  which 
is  losing  all  its  late  evening  and 
night  broadcasts,  is  particularly 
upset,  as  reception  on  its  remain¬ 
ing  daytime  shortwave  broadcasts 
is  known  to  be  poor,  and  the 
broadcasts  are  at  times  when 
most  of  its  potential  audience  in 
France,  Belgium,  and  Switzer¬ 
land  are  at  work. 


Prime  Minister  Yitzhak  Rabin  exits  the 4 Say  No  to  Drugpi’  bos  inaugurated  yesterday  which  will 
reach  youths  around  the  country.  (Isaac  Hanoi) 

5  %  of  high  schoolers  admit 
to  having  tried  marijuana 


MORE  than  5  percent  of  high- 
school  pupils  admit  to  having 
tried  marijuana  or  some  other 
drug,  and  1%  have  used  hard 
drugs,  MK  Naomi  Blumenthal 
said  yesterday. 

There  are  about  30,000  drug 
addicts  in  the  country,  she  added. 
“While  much  lower  than  in  the 
US,  the  percentages  in  Israel  are 
higher  than  in  England  and 
France  so  this  means  we  are  not 
doing  so  well,”  Blumenthal  said. 

She  was  speaking  at  Beit  Han- 
assi  where  members  of  Al-Sam, 


BATSHEVA  TSUR 

the  association  to  prevent  drug 
use  among  youth,  launched  a 
week-long  awareness  campaign. 

President  Ezer  Weziman  and 
his  wife,  Reuma,  signed  a  scroll 
which  will  travel  around  the 
country’s  schools*  and  to  which 
pupils  wiD  sign  to  confirm  they 
will  not  use  drugs. 

In  a  related  event.  Prime  Min¬ 
ister  Yitzhak  Rabin  yesterday  in¬ 
augurated  a  silver-painted  bus 


with  psychedelic  slogans  -  de¬ 
signed  to  catch  young  eyes  -  read¬ 
ing:  “It's  ‘no’  to  drags.” 

Education  Minister  Amnon 
Rubinstein  participated  in  the 
short  ceremony. 

Donated  by  businessman  Rani 
Duck,  the  founder  of  the  “Ah- 
shav”  anti-drag  and  anti-AIDS 
movement,  the  bns  will  go  to 
schools,  youth  clubs,  and  music 
festivals.  It  is  equipped  with  mul¬ 
timedia  technology  and  has  a 
stage  cm  its  roof.  The  project  cost 
8250,000. 


High  Court:  Adult  children  of 
non- Jews  have  no  residency  rights” 


EVELYN  GORDON 


Hamas  member  gets -20  years 
for  stabbing  solcficr  in  babt: 


THE  High  Court  has  ruled  that  a 
non-Jew  who  has  become  a  citizen 
has  no  right  to  bring  her  two 
grown  sons  here  as  well,  the  High 
Court  of  Justice  ruled  yesterday. 

The  court  was  ruling  on  a  peti¬ 
tion  by  Julie  Harari,  who  came 
here  from  Burma  in  1990  and  be¬ 
came  a  citizen  after  her  marriage 
in  1991.  The  following  year,  her 
two  sons  by  a  previous  marriage 
came  to  visit,  and  later  applied  for 
a  residency  permit 
The  Hararis  argued  that  since 
the  boys’  father  had  died,  they 
had  no  other  home,  and  needed 
their  mother's  guidance  and  sup¬ 
port  However,  the  Interior  Min¬ 
istry  responded  that  since  both 

Concerts  Every  Night  from 
8:30  pjn. 

Assafs  Cave,  ML  Zion 
next  to  King  David's  Tomb 
Sunday:  Dov  Shurln 
Monday:  World  renowned 
guitarist 
Michael  Frank 
Tuesday:  performance  for 
women  only 

Wednesday:  Rabbi  Peretz 
Auerbach 

"Rapp  with  the  Rabbis" 
Thursday:  Gershon  Harris 
Saturday:  Returning  ugnt 
Band  with  Benzion 

Snack  bar.  pizza,  beer,  etc.  | 

Buses  1,2, 38>  = 

Through  the  Zion  Gate,  * 

adjacenttotheJewteh  Quarter 
1  N1S 10  donation 

Always 


are  adults  -  they  are  19  and  21  - 
they  have  no  automatic  right  to 
residency  permits. 

In  general,  the  only  adult  rela¬ 
tives  of  non-Jewish  immigrants 
who  receive  residency  permits  are 
elderly  parents  living  alone,  who 
need  their  child’s  support,  die 
ministry  said.  Other  adult  rela¬ 
tives  are  allowed  in  only  in  excep¬ 
tional  cases. 

Justices  JGltezer  Goldberg, 
Mishael  Cheshin,  and  Tova  Stras- 
berg-Cohen  castigated  the  minis¬ 
try  for  the  fact  that  this  policy  Is 
merely  an  oral  tradition,  and  has 
not  been  set  down  in  writing,  and 
is  therefore  not  known  to  the 
public. 


RA1NE  MARCUS 


THE  terrorist  who  stabbed  a 
soldier  at  Peiah  TUcva's  Geha 
interchange  in  September  was 
sentenced  to  20  years  in  prison 
by  Tel  Aviv  District  Court  yes¬ 
terday. 

Elad  Saban,  19,  was  stabbed 
in  the  back,  suffering  moder¬ 
ate  wounds,  as  he  waited  near 
a  bus  stop. 

Police  and  bystanders 
chased  and  captured  Hamas 
member  Sa’ad  Hatatba,  19,  of 
Nablus. 

The  court  was  told  that  Ha¬ 
tatba  had  joined  Hamas  after 
his  friend  was  shot  by  the  IDF 


and  that  he  had  vowed  to 
avenge  his  friend’s  death. 

But  Hatatba  himself 
claimed  that  the  stabbing  was 
in  revenge  for  the  shooting  by 
soldiers  of  two  members  of  his 
family. 

In  sentencing  Hatatba, 
Judges  Edmond  Levy,  De- 
vorah  Berliner  and  Nissim  Ye- 
shayahu,  said: 

“The  defendant  did  not 
stand  face  to  face  opposite  his 
victim,  a  man  of  his  own  age, 
but  stabbed  him  in  the  back, 
only  emphasizing  to  what 
depths  he  had  sunk.” 


*  2  DAYS  TO  PETRA  FROM  EILAT  $ 195 

4  DAYS  (3  Nights)  4  STAR  HOTEL  $  310  Single  Supplement  $85 
5  STAR  HOTEL  $  385  Single  Supplement  $108  f 

—  SPECIALLY  DESIGNED  TOURS  AVAILABLE 

—  Guaranted  Departure  — 

m  Galilee  Tours 

> — — ^  TEL-AVtV:  42  Ben-Yehuda  St  Tel:  03*466333  Fax:  03-291770 

JERUSALEM ■  3  Hillel  St  Tel:  02-258866  Fax:  02-231303  EILAT:  Tel:  07-335145  TIBERIAS:  Tel:  0& 790058 
JERUSALEM,  j  AND  ALL  TRAVEL  AGENTS  _ _ 


WORLD  BRIEFS 


‘Russian  planes  bomb  Grozny* 

MOSCOW  (Rater) -Russian warplanes 
resumed  bombing  the  Chechen  capital,  Grozny, 
at  around  five  pjn.  yesterday,  Interfax  news 

agency  said. 

Hie  agency  quoted  Chechen  officials  as 
saying  fruit  missiles  launched  by  the  planes  had 
hit  an  area  some  two  kDometere  from  die  office 
of  the  Chechen  leader  Dbzokhar  Dudayev  in  the 
city  center. 

The  agency  gave  no  details.  Telephone 
communications  with  Grozny  have  been 
disrupted  since  Friday. 

The  Russian  government  said  that  up  to 
1,000  Chechen  fighters  werc  kflled  in  fierce 
dashes  east  of  the  Chechen  rebel  capital 
Grozny  yesterday  and  Saturday. 

A  government  spokeswoman  said  Chechen 
forces  suffered  the  casualties  in  battles  at  the 
settlement  of  Argun,  15  kilometers  east  of 
Grozny.  The  figure,  which  could  not  be 
independently  confirmed,  seemed  high 
compared  to  preview 

Chechen  fighters  in  Argun  denied  Moscow’s 
claims.  He  saklbnly  two  people  were  wounded 
in  Argun  over  the  weekend,  both  civilians. 

Cease-fire  teeters  In  Yugoslavia 

SARAJEVO  (Reuter) -Bosnia’s  latest  cease¬ 
fire  teetered  yesterday  when  the  government 
claimed  Bosnian  Serbs  had  joined  Croatian 
Serbs  and  rebel  Moslems  in  attacking  its  troops 
in  the  northwestern  enclave  of  Bihac. 

The  Moslem-led  government  threatened  to 
resume  fighting  and  asked  for  an  urgent  session 
of  the  UN  Security  Council  to  consider  the 
situation. 

Bosnian  Serb  General  Ratko  Mladic  filed  his 
own  complaint  with  the  United  Nations,  saying 
Croat  troops  from  Croatia  and  Bosnia  were 
attacking  his  traces  north  of  Livno,  the  Bosnian 
-Serb  news  agency  SRNA  reported. 

White  House  intruder  stymied 

WASHINGTON  (Reuter)  -  An  unarmed  man 
tried  to  climb  the  north  force  of  the  White 
House  yesterday  but  was  arrested  by  the  Secret 
Service,  a  spokesman  for  the  agency  said. 

President  Clinton  and  his  family  were  inside 
the  White  House  at  the  time,  but  were  never  in 
any  danger  in  the  latest  attempt  to  breach 
security  at  the  presidential  residence. 


The  Secret  Service  handles  about  half  a 
dozen  cases  of  “fence-boppere”  and  others , 
trymg  to  get  onto  the  White  House  grounds 
each  year. 

No  Christmas  release  for  soldier 

SEOUL  (AP)  -  American  helicopter  pilot 
Bobby  Hall  spent  Christmas  in  captivity,  ending 
US  hopes  that  North  Korea  would  free  him  for 
the  holiday. 

UN  military  officials  faeld.a  low-level 
meeting  yesterday  at  the  truce  village  of 
Pannranjom  with  officers  of  the  Korean 
People’s  Army.  No  details  were  available. 

“However,  we  continue  to  work  through  the 
processes  whidi  we  hope  wffl  lead  to  a  senior 
officers’ meeting  as  soon  as  possible,”  said  Em 
Coles,  a  spokesman  for  the  US  and  UN  military 
in  South  Korea. 

Christmas  unites  British  royals 

SANDRINGHAM,  Fngland  (Renter)  - 
Britain’s  royal  family,  divided  by  scandal  and 
troubled  marriages,  gathered  together  at  one 
of  Queen  Elizabeth’s  country  estates  for 
Christmas  celebrations  yesterday. 

Princess  Diana  made  a  rare  visit  to  her  in¬ 
laws,  joining  them  to  open  presents  on 
Christmas  Eve  at  the  Sandringham  estate,  in 
the  eastern  England  comity  of  Norfolk,  and  to 
walk  to  a  nearby  church  for  morning  service. 

Diana,  estranged  wife  of  heir  to  the  throne 
Prince  Charles,  arrived  with  their  sous  William, 

12,  and  Harry',  10,  on  Saturday  and  stayed 
overnight  at  Sandringham  House  with  other 
members  of  the  family. 

William  and  Harry,  who  have  been  with 
their  mother  from  the  beginning  of  their  school 
holiday,  will  stay  on  with  their  father  for  the 
rest  of  the  break. 


California  population  hits  32m 

SACRAMENTO,  California  (AP)  - 
California’s  population  surpassed  32  million  in 
1994,  but  population  growth  was  slower  than  at 
any  time  since  the  early  1970s,  state  records 
show.  As  of  July  1,  the  state  was  home  to 
32,140,000  people,  according  to  official 
estimates  released  Friday  by  the  state’s  • 
Department  of  Finance.  That’s  an  increase  of 
394,000  over  the  previous  12  months. 


IN  MEMORIAM 


Sgt.  Nachson  Wachsman 
Capt.Nir  Poraz  " 

Anat  Rosen 
Ela  Volkov 

Ayelet  Langer-Alkobi 
Renye  Yurist 
Tamar  Calibach-Sapri 
Pua  Yadger 
Tsipora  Ariel 
Ofra  Ben-Naim 
Shira  Meroz-Kot 
Galit  Rosen 


Miriam  Adaf 
M&bib  Trsfibf 
MosheGerdinger 
Dalia  Ashkenazi 
Paula  Rappaport 
Pierre  Atlas 
Esther  Sharon 
David  Lida 

Alexander*  Sharpstein 
Kochava  Biton 
SalahOvadia 
Rabbi  Ami  Olami 
Pvt.  Liat  Gabai 


and  all  future  "obstacles' 
to  the  peace  process. 


Former  Naval  Person 
297-101  Kinderkamack  Road 
Box  230 

Oradell,  NJ  07649 
USA 


f  AUCTION  WILL  BE  HELD  SIMULTANEOUSLY  VIA  SATELLITE  IN  HERZLIYAAND  EILAT.  PRINCESS  HOTEL 

l>THE  1  IHUUnc  M  [>  LiVE  bidding  from  the  hotel 


IN  COLLABORATION  WITH  FINE  ART  GALLERIES,  EILAT  07-365583,  07-368875 


o  *  c>  -J  f*>  r 


TlROCHE 


o  r:  i-1  o 


\yTn>n 


INTERNATIONAL  AND  ISRAELI  ART  AUCTION 

Modem  and  Contemporary 

Wednesday,  December  28, 1994  at  8:0.0pm. 


*  %  -  : 

: .  -r  • 
'  £  M 


Viewing: 

Sun.  -  Tues.:  (25-27.12.94) 


11:00-20:00 


SSsUSSSli.  Pi.ua!. 46755.' TeL  09-509979.  Fax:  09-509895 


Monday,  December  26,  1994  The  Jeru^h  Ppst 


ISRAEL  LANDS  ADMINISTRATION  | 


ISRAEL  LANDS  ADMINISTRATION  INDUSTRIAL  BUILDINGS  Co.  Ltd. 

Southern  Re9l°nM(NtsTRY  0F  CONSTRUCTION  AND  HOUSING 

Southern  Region 

Lease  offered  on  2  lots  for  construction  of  row  cottages 
total  of  160  units),  Neighboitiood  Dalet,  Shahmon  Eilat 
-  Invitation  to  Tender  358/94/Bet  Shin 

Bids  are  invited  from  those  interested  In  signing  a  2  toKSS 

concerned  will  Sign  a  4S  year  lease  with  an  option  to  extend  far  another  49  years,  for  lots ,  the  details  ot 

w«ns  s:  i 


Approx- 

Area 

sqjn. 

Buikfing 

Ares 

sqjn. 

No.  or 
Units 

Dev.** 

Costs 

(NIS) 

exc.VAT 

Dov.“ 
Costs 
Infra- 
stmeture 
NIS  exc. 

VAT 

20347 

15,795 

79 

3,083,018 

2.517.408 

3,183,326  2,599.313 


•According  to  Urban  Briefing  Plan  151/Bet  Mem/2,  plots  21-29, 44-48  (Lot  a)  are  intended  for  the 
consbSK  of  79  row  cottages  and  ptots  30-43  (Lot  2)  are  intended  tor  the  construction  of  81  row 


In  addition  to  the  cost  of  the  land,  the  successful  bidder  win  pay;  ...... 

**  i.  The  development  costs  directly  to  Industrial  Buildings  Co.  Lid.,  linked  to  the  index  of  building 

"^2^ The  development  costs  of  the  tirfrastructura  to  the  Ministry  of  Construction  and  Housing,  through 
the  Industrial  Buildings  Co.  Ltd.  linked  to  the  building  index  for  November  1944. 

3  The  BBat  Munictoaitty  costs  of  taxes  and  development [levies,  as  detailed  fa  the  tender  documents. 
Bidders  may  submit  offers  for  both  lots,  but  will  not  win  the  bid  for  more  than  one  lot. 

The  Israel  Lands  Administration  reserves  the  right  to  accept  any  bid.  or  to  reject  all  bids,  including  the 

Rietender  booklet  will  be  available  from  January  2, 1S95,  on  submission  of  a  receipt  from  the  Postal 
Bank  for  NIS200  (cash  only,  including  VAT},  tor  payment  into  Israel  Lands  Administration  account  0- 
24180-0,  per  booklet  The  booklets  wffl  be  available  at  the  Israel  Lands  Administration,  Southern 
Region,  Rehov  Ben  Zvi  (above  Utamei  Yahatom),  Beersheba.  Tel.  07-232202,  during  regular  working 

A  bank  check  or  bank  guarantee  for  the  sum  listed  above  should  be  attached  to  bids  as  deposit. 
Last  date  for  submitting  bids;  February  5, 1 995  (12  noon).  A  bid  not  found  in  the  tenders  box  when  it  is 
opened,  whatever  the  reason,  cannot  be  considered. _ _ 

ISRAEL  LANDS  ADMINISTRATION 
Northern  Region 

Notice  Pursuant  to  Regulation  25  (15) 


i  Administration  reserves  the  right  to  accept  any  bid  or  to  reject  all  bids,  including  the 


1 .  The  tsraei  Lands  Administration  gives  notice  that  It  intends  award  rights,  defined  in  a  deveiopmem 
agreement,  for  land  at  Karmiei.  Block  1B983,.  Parcels  65, 67;  Block  18982,  Parcels  1, 7,  72.  78, 84. 
159,  Plot  Bet  16.6  dunams,  to  construct  a  tourism  protect,  including  a  hotel,  according  to  Urban 
Building  Plan  5919. 

2.  The  Administration  will  grant  rights,  as  staled  in  Para.  1,  unless  other  suitable  applications  are 
received  at  the  Administration's  Northern  District  Office  by  February  27.  1995  (1:00  p.m.). 

3.  tf  there  are  other  applications,  the  Administration  may  issue  a  dosed  tender  among  those  with 
recommendations  from  the  Ministry  of  Tourism,  and  who  submit  suitable  applications,  referring  to  the 
areas  indicated  In  Para.  f. 

4.  Applicants  should  fill  in  the  appropriate  form,  which  will  be  available  from  Wednesday.  December 
28. 1994  to  Wednesday,  January  18. 1995,  at  the  Administration's  Northern  Office,  Tel.  06-558211, 
Sun.,  Mon.,  Wed.,  Thur.,  8.-30  a.m.  - 1:00  p.m.  (dosed  Tuesday). 

5.  The  above  notice  and  the  receipt  of  applications  wffl  not  obligate  the  Administration  to  allocate  any 
land,  or  part  of  it  to  allocate  it  by  way  of  a  tender,  or  In  any  other  way,  ami  no  obtigatlons  apply  to  the 
way  the  Administration  allocates  the  land, 

'  (SftAELLANDS  ADMINISTRATION 

Central  Region 

Lease  offered  on  7  plots,  for  construction  of  24  or  34  terrace  housing 
units.  Kfar  Saba  -  Invitation  to  Tender  315/94/Mem  Resh 

Bids  are  invited  from  those  interested  h  signing  a  2  year  development  agreement,  after  which  the 
party  concerned  win  sign  a  49  yea-  lease  with  an  option  to  extend  for  another  49  years,  for  land,  the 
detafls  of  which  are: 

Urban  Block  Part  of  Plots  Approx.  Construe-  Deposit 

Building  Parcel  Area,  sq.rn.  Hon*  NtS 

Ifirt/KjrfSamech  7803  39  26  5,571  500.000 

AW/Gimmal  29-34 

Glmmain/1/ 

Kaf  Samech 

*  Urban  Bidding  Plan  15/1/Kaf  Samech  shows  that  the  plots  are  zoned  as  Residential  Bet  Special, . 
On  Plots  29,  30,  33,  34,  3  or  4  terrace  houses  may  be  built 

On  Plate  26,  31,  32,  4  or  6  terrace  housing  mils  may  be  built,  in  two-story  buildings.  The  buikfing 
percentage  on  all  plots  is  35  per  story,  total  of  70%  on  two  stories. 

Attics  may  be  built,  in  accordance  with  Regulation  AJeWSmmel  Gknmel/l/l/Kaf  Samech. 

In  addition  to  the  amount  paid  tor  the  land,  the  successful  bidder  wtfl  pay  fees  and  levies,  in 
accordance  with  the  local  bydaws, 
t  Not  including  VAT. 

The  Israel  Lands  Administration  reserves  the  right  to  accept  any  bid  or  to  reject  all  bids,  including  the 
highest  - 

The  tender  booklet  wiD  be  available  from  January  2, 1995,  on  submission  of  a  receipt  from  the  Postal 
Bank  for  NISI  00  (cash  only,  including  VAT),  fora  payment  into  Israel  Lands  Administration  account  0- 
24180-0,  per  booklet  The  booklets  will  be  available  at  the  Israel  Lands  Administration,  Central 
Region,  88  Detach  Petah  Tikva,  Tel  Aviv,  w  03-5638383,  during  regular  working  hours. 

A  bank  check  or  bank  guarantee  for  the  above  noted  deposit  should  be  attached  to  bids. 

Last  dale  for  submitting  bids:  March  1, 1995(12  noon).  A  Wd  not  found  in  the  tenders  bar  when  it  is 
opened,  whatever  the  reason,  cannot  be  canstdarea. 

ISRAEL  LANDS  ADMINISTRATION  Ministry  of  Construction  and  Housing 
Southern  Region  Negev  Region 

Lease  offered  on  a  plot  for  construction  of  a  commercial  building, 
Yod  Alef  Quarter  ("Ashan")  Beersheba 
Invitation  to  Tender  309/94/Bet  Shin 
Bids  are  invited  from  those  Interested  in  signing  a  3  year  development  agreement,  after  which  those 
concerned  will  sign  a  49  year  lease  with  an  option  to  extend  for  another  49  years,  for  the  plot,  the 
details  and  budding  possuifities  of  which,  at  the  time  of  publishing  this  notice,  are: 

Block  Part  of  PM  Approx.  Total*  lUntanum**  Deposit 

Pared  Area.  sqjn.  Bulking  Price  MS 

Am,  sqm  NIS 

9- Kaf  Bet  14  900  480  1 90  239,372  25JXX) 

*  Urban  Butting  Plan  2/83/Bet  Mem/5  shows  that  a  one-story  commercial  building,  with  an  area  of 
170  sq.m,  plus  25  sq.m,  service  areas. 

“  The  mtntrmsn  price  Is  for  the  land  and  development  costs, 
t  Not  including  VAT. 

**  The  minimum  price  is  for  the  land  and  the  development  costs. 

The  Israel  Lands  Adnrrinistration  does  not  undertake  to  accept  the  highest  or  any  bid. 

The  tender  booklet  will  be  avaiable  from  January  2, 1995,  on  submission  of  a  receipt  from  the  Postal 
Bank  for  NIS100  (cash  only,  including  VAT),  for  payment  into  Israel  Lands  Administration  account  0- 
24180-0,  per  booMet  The  booklets  wffl  be  available  at  the  Israel  Lands  Administration,  Southern 
Region,  Rehov  Ben  Zvi  (above  Ulamei  Yahakxn),  Beersheba,  Tei.  07-232202,  during  regular  working 
hows. 

A  bank  check  or  guarantee  for  tor  the  sum  of  the  deposit  should  be  attached  to  bids. 

Last  date  tor  submitting  bids;  February  5. 1 995  (1 2  noon).  A  bid  not  found  in  the  tenders  box  when  it  is 
opened,  whatever  the  reason,  cannot  be  considered. 

ISRAEL  LANDS  ADMINISTRATION  ARAD  LOCAL  COUNCIL 

Southern  Region 

Lease  offered  on  plot  for  construction  of  restaurant  and  cafe, 
hotels  area,  Arad  -  Invitation  to  Tender  323/94/Bet  Shin 

Bids  are  invited  from  those  Interested  in  signing  a  3  year  development  agreement  after  which  the 
party  concerned  wffl  sign  a  49  year  lease  with  an  option  to  extend  for  another  49  years,  for  land,  the 
details  of  which  are: 

Block  Plot  Approx.  Construct-  Mnhmmt  Dovwkrp-  Deposit,  MS 

Area,  sqjn.  torn  Area  Pries,  MS  inert** 

-  sqjn.  Costs!  NS 

100254  Bet30  1.050  315  222,780  84.569  23.000 

*  Urban  Buikfing  Plan  4/102/03/24  shows  that  a  commercial  bidding  with  a  blitting  percentage  of  X) 
on  one  floor  may  be  erected.  Any  additional  construction  that  may  be  approved,  inducting  a 
basement,  .auxiliary  structure,  etc.,  wfll  involve  the  successful  bidder  in  an  additional  payment  to  the 
ActininistrHtxjn.  in  accordance  with  the  Administration’s  rules,  and  also  in  additional  development 
costs,  payable  to  Arad  Local  Council 

**  Bids  should  be  for  the  land  only,  excluding  development  The  above  development  costs  win  be  paid 
separate+y  to  Arad  Local  Council,  within  30  days  fo  being  awarded  Ihe  tender.  These  costs  are  finked 
to  the  mdex  of  consumer  prices  for  November  1994. 
t  Not  including  VAT. 

The  Israel  Lands  Administration  reserves  Ihe  right  to  accept  any  bid  or  to  reject  all  bids,  jncJudmo  the 
nKjiest. 

from  January  2. 1995,  on  submission  of  a  receipt  from  the  Postal 
Bank  for  NIS  100  (cash  only,  inducting  VAT),  tor  payment  into  Israel  Lands  Administration  account  0- 
24180-0.  per  booklet.  The  booklets  will  be  avaflabte  at  the  Israel  Lands  Administration,  Southern 
Region,  Rehov  Ben  Zvi  (above  IHamei  Yahatom),  Beersheba,  TeL  07-232202,  during  regular  working 
hoixs. 

A  bank  check  or  guarantee  for  the  above  deposit  shoted  be  attached  to  bids. 

Last  date  lor  submitting  bids:  February  5. 1995  (1 2  noon).  A  bid  not  found  in  the  tenders  box  when  It  is 
opened,  whatever  the  reason,  cannot  be  considered. 

ISRAEL  LANDS  ADMINISTRATION  TEL  AVIV  MUNICIPALITY 

Tel  Aviv  Region 

INDUSTRIAL  BUILDINGS  Ltd. 

Lease  offered  on  ptots  for  residential  construction  (514  housing  units), 
Shechunat  Hamishtaiah,  Tel  Aviv 

Bias  are  invited  from  those  interested  in  signing  3  year  development  agreements,  after  which  those 

concerned  wffl  sign  a  49  year  lease  wift  an  option  to  extend  for  another  49  yeara,  tor  plots  shown  in 

deteded  master  plan  2069  Glmmei  BetMemJlO,  Amendment  No.  1.  dated  1991,  the  details  and 

mining  possibilities  of  which  are: 


Ann  tar 
ruebaa^* 
otton. 
tqjn. 


Tender  isawtav  A tei 
41.  42  51,  141 


Tender  151/94,Tav  Alef 
7, 39,  231.  232 

40 

Tender  152/94/Tav  Alef 

6.7  241,242 
251,  252 

Tender  lEHJWTw  AW 
6. 7, 11  281,  283 

291.232 
Tender  tSVBVTmMef 

6.7  181 

Tender  155/94/Tav  Alef 
7,  43  171, 181 

Tender  isWMffwAtef 
44. 45  191 

Tender  l57/94JTw  AM 
43.44  201,202 


buikfing  inputs  for  October  1994. 


Advance  Payment 
to  EC  NS 
Munlclp.  lor  Nat¬ 
an  Few  werieftor 
MS—  tnirxe- 

truduni 
MS — 


3225 

36 

8920 

MuHpur 

pose 

and  Com- 
nwdal 

4538.765 

545J100 

204.677 

3,000,000 

8715 

40 

6068 

2555.955 

271,000 

eo^74 

2.50a000 

15^90 

99 

15560 

6.042.738 

725.000 

186^30 

8,000, 000 

11,435 

80 

11.680 

4^70201 

513.000 

144,766 

4300.000 

4345 

36 

4320 

1.450256 

174,000 

64,129 

1.500,000 

5480 

54 

5480 

2.175,385 

262.000 

90,850 

2,500,000 

6905 

104 

12.480 

4,188«9 

500.000 

179^16 

4,000,000 

11,875  65  10,440  3.947^21  472JXX) 

nt  paid  for  the  land,  successful  bttdere  wifl  pay: 

190243 

4,000.000 

***  The  advance  is  in  respect  of  fees  payable  lo  Tel  Aviv  Municipality,  they  are  finked  to  the  mdex  of 
consumer  prices  lor  October  1 994.  „  ,.  .  . 

«***  Payment  to  the  Israel  Electricity  Corporation,  linked  to  the  Corporation  s  price  frst  tor  June  1934. 

The'teraal  Lands  Administration  and  Tei  Aviv  Municipality  reserve  the  right  to  accept  any  bid,  or  to 

reject  ail  bids,  including  the  highest  as  they  think  fit  .  , _ _  „ 

The  Administration  reserves  the  right  lo  reject  all  bids.  H  acceptable  bids  are  not  received  for  an  the 

Thetsrxte^boc^^rili  be  available  from  Janua™  3, 1995,  against  payment  of  NISI  00  cash  (Including 
VAT)  for  each  of  the  8  booktete,  at  the  Israel  Lands  Administration,  Tej  Aviv  Region,  116  Dared) 
Petah  Tikva  (Beit  Kalka).  Tel  Aviv,  v  03-5638111,  during  regular  working  hours. 

Appendix  Yod,  the  "neighborhood  book"  for  each  tender,  which  forms  an  integral  part  of  the  tender 
documents,  is  available  against  submission  of  a  receipt  for  NISI  ,000  (for  each  booklet),  paid  into 
Account  No.  437815  at  the  United  Mizrahi  Sank,  Csiiebdch  Branch,  Tei  Aviv,  to  the  credft  of  industrial 
Buildings  lid. 

A  bank  check  or  guarantee  for  the  above  deposit  should  be  attached  lo  bids. 

Last  date  for  submitting  bids:  February  15, 1995(12  noon).  A  bid  not  found  in  the  tenders  box  when  it 
is  opened,  whatever  the  reason,  cannot  be  considered.  .  _  .. 

The  notice  is  published  for  information  only,  and  nothing  in  it  obligates  the  Israel  Lands  Administration 
and/or  Tel  Aviv  Mumripalrty  in  any  way.  The  binding  conditions  are  those  appearing  in  the  tender 
booklets,  with  appendixes.  _ 

ISRAEL  LANDS  ADMINISTRATION  INDUSTRIAL  BUILDINGS  Ltd 

Central  Region 

Leases  offered  on  17  plots  for  construction  of  Industrial  buildings, 

Gan  Yavne  Industrial  Zone  -  Invitation  to  Tender  354/94/Mem  Resh 

Bids  are  invited  from  those  interested  In  signing  a  3  year  development  agreement,  after  which  the 
party  concerned  will  sign  a  49  year  lease  with  an  option  lo  extend  for  another  49  years,  for  plats,  the 
details  of  which  are: 


Approx. 
Area,  sqjn. 


Construc¬ 
tion  Area 
sqjn.* 


Utnknun 
Meet 
NJS 

545  37  3  2£17  2.660  431,359  305,222  50,000 

545  37.38  4  1.179  1,415  229,396  162317  25,000 

545  7.  36-36  5  3.022  3.626  557.043  416,050  60,000 

545  7  7  1,257  1,508  244,572  173,056  25.000 

545  7,21-25  12  8.473  10,168  1.822,099  1,188.509  180,000 

546  21,22.28  15  8.730  8,076  1,351,874  326,544  135,000 

32,  34.  38 

546  21, 32  34  16  6,732  8,078  1,352,275  926,819  135.000 

36.  38 

546  32,34.38  17  641B  8.182  1,369,550  938,680  135,000 

38 

545  27,28.30  19  5,621  6,745  *.297,320  773.B84  130,000 

546  10.  11,  22 

0£i  jQ 

548  id!  11.  25  20  4,444  5,333  910.167  611.822  90.000 

546  4.  5.  11  21  9,961  11,953  1,992,999  1.371.388  200.000 

548  4.  11, 25  22  7384  8,861  1.553.001  1.016^83  155,000 

25 

548  6. 7.  10  23  4.979  5.975  1,121,704  685,478  120.000 

11,  26.  29 

545  19.  22.  23  30  1,505  1.806  336,685  207,199  35,000 

27.  29 

545  19-23,  29  31  2,585  3.102  570,144  355,887  60,000 

*  Urban  Building  Plan  3/598/Zayin  Mem  shows  that  the  area  is  zoned  for  workshops  and  industry. 
On  each  plot,  a  3-story  industrial  building  may  be  erected,  with  a  building  percentage  of  40  per  story, 
total  of  120%  on  three  stones  -  aft  In  accordance  with  the  urban  bufldmg  plan. 

The  area  of  Ihe  plots  are  as  shown  in  Parcetlation  Drawing  Yod/3/596/Zayin  Mem. 

**  Skis  should  be  for  the  land  only;  in  addition,  the  successful  bidder  will  be  required  to  pay  the 
development  costs  directly  to  Industrial  Buildings  Ud.  These  costs  are  linked  to  the  index  of  butting 
inputs  tor  November  1994.  (published  on  December  15, 1994). 

Fees  and  levies  will  also  be  paid  by  the  successful  bidder,  as  detailed  In  the  tender  documents, 
t  Not  including  VAT. 

NOTES.  1.  Bids  may  be  submitted  for  one  or  more  plots. 

2.  The  Israel  Lands  Administration  reserves  the  right  to  accept  any  bid,  or  to  reject  all  bids,  including 
the  highesL 

3.  AH  bids  will  be  regarded  as  final  and  unconditional.  A  bid  for  a  plot  may  not  be  made  conditional 
on  obtaining  or  on  not  obtaining  the  tender  for  another  plot,  and  no  order  of  preference  may  be 
submitted  for  tenders  the  bidder  would  wish  to  receive. 

The  tender  booklet  will  be  available  from  February  l ,  1995,  on  submission  of  a  receipt  from  the  Postal 
Bank  for  N I  S3 00  (cash  only,  including  VAT),  for  payment  into  Israel  Lands  Administration  account  0- 
241 80-0.  The  booklets  will  be  available  at  the  Israel  Lands  Administration,  Central  Region,  88  Derech 
Petah  Tikva,  Tel  Aviv,  «  03-5638383,  during  regular  working  hours. 

A  bank  check  or  bank  guarantee  for  toe  above  indicated  deposit  must  attached  to  each  bid  as  deposit 
Last  date  for  submitting  bids:  March  1 . 1995  (12  noon).  A  bid  not  found  In  the  tenders  box  when  it  is 
opened,  whatever  the  reason,  cannot  be  considered. 

ISRAEL  LANDS  ADMINISTRATION  MIN.  OF  CONSTRUCTION  AND  HOUSING 
Haifa  Region  Haifa  and  the  Northern  Valleys  Region 

Lease  offered  on  a  plots  for  construction  of  200  housing  units. 

Bat  Galim,  Haifa  -  Invttation  to  Tender  359/943/Het 

Bids  are  invited  from  those  interested  in  signing  22  month  development  agreements,  after  which 
those  concerned  will  sign  a  49  year  lease  with  an  option  to  extend  for  another  49  years,  for  a  plot,  the 
details  and  buikfing  possibilities  of  which  are: 

Block  Part  of  Plots  Construe-  Aoorox.  Maximum  No.  of  Dssostt 


Develop- 

merit** 

Contort 

NIS 

305,222 

162317 

418,050 

173,056 

1,168,509 

926,544 


*.297,320 


910.167 

1,992,999 


611.822 

1.371.388 


Part  of 
Parcels 

Plots 

Construc¬ 

tion 

Approx. 
Area  of 
Plots, 
sqjn. 

Maximum 

Constru¬ 

ction 

Area,  sqjn. 

No.  of 
Housing 
Units 

29.  30 

31 

2001 

2010,2011 

t 

tt 

12.377 

16,100 

200 

250,000 

T  nesMenttai  +  Protected  Housing.  ft  CommerdaJ  +  Residential. 

*  Urban  Butting  Plan  1949/Bet  Mem/Hat  Pei  shows  that  Plot,  2001  is  intended  tor  residential  and 
protected  housing  construction,  with  an  area  of  9,100  sq.m.  Plots  2010  ands  201 1  are  intended  for 
commercial  and  residential  construction,  the  comnmerctai  area  being  2,200 sq.m.,  and  the  residential 
area,  4,800  sq.m. 

In  addition  to  tne  development  costs,  the  successful  bidder  will  pay  fees  and  levies  to  the  local  council, 
in  accordance  with  the  byelaws,  as  detailed  in  the  tender  documents. 

The  following  are  eligfole  to  bid: 

1A  A  company  rt  person,  registered  m  the  Contractors  Register  under  Buikfing,  Main  Branch  (100), 
in  accordance  with  the  Law  for  the  Registering  of  Contractors  for  Civil  Engineering  Construction  Work 
1969. 

b.  A  company  or  poison,  not  registered  in  the  Contractors  Register,  who  acts  as  an  entrepreneur  for 
the  sale  and  leasing  of  buildings,  constructed  by  contractors  who  are  registered  in  the  Contractors 


2.  Contractors  whose  “calculated  average  number  ofhousing  units"  is  more  than  100,  and  who  are 
registered  In  the  Contractors  Register  in  the  100  Branch,  Section  5  Gimme),  or  an  entrepreneur 
whose  “calculated  average  number  of  housing  units”  exceeds  100. 

The  “calculated  average  number  of  housing  units”  will  be  calculated  by  reference  to  the  total  number 
of  housing  units  and  omer  construction  areas,  the  buftfing  of  which  was  completed  after  June  1 , 1 991 . 

3.  A  contractor/entrepreneur  will  provide  confirmation  of  his  construction  work,  completed  after  June 
1.  1991,  by  providing,  Inter  alia: 

-  A  Form  4,  registered  on  the  bidder's  name. 

-  A  building  agreement,  contracted  between  the  bidder  and  another  party,  demonstrating  that  the 
building  work  was  canted  out  by  him;  a  buikfing  permit  and  Form  4  on  the  name  of  the  other  party 
should  be  attached. 

-  A  buikfing  agreement,  contracted  between  the  bidder  and  the  Ministry  of  Construction  and 
Housing. 

4.  The  successful  bidders  will  be  entitled  to  accelerated  building  program  incentives,  on  the 
conditions  set  out  in  the  tender  documents. 

The  lender  booklet  wfll  be  available  from  December  29, 1994,  on  submission  of  a  receipt  from  the 
Post  Bank  for  NIS500  (cash  only.  Including  VAT),  for  a  payment  into  Israel  Lands  Administration 
account  0-241804),  per  bookfeL  The  booklets  wffl  be  available  at  the  Israel  Lands  Administration, 
Haifa  Region,  13  Derech  Ha'atanaut,  Haifa,  tr  (04)  356411,  during  regular  working  hours. 

A  bank  check  or  bank  guarantee  for  the  highest  of  tne  deposit  amounts  for  the  lots  bid  for,  must  be 
attached  to  bids. 

Last  date  for  submiffing  bids:  February  1, 1995  (12  noon).  A  bid  not  found  In  the  tenders  box  when  it  is 
opened,  whatever  the  reason,  cannot  be  considered 

The  Israel  Lands  Administration  reserves  tire  right  to  accept  any  bid,  or  to  reject  all  bids,  including  the 


The  notice  is  published  for  information  onty,  and  nothing  in  it  obligates  the  Israel  Lands  Administration 
and/or  Tel  Aviv  MuniqpaJrty  m  any  way.  The  binding  conditions  are  those  appearing  in  Ihe  tender 
booklets,  with  appendixes. 

On  Janaury  16, 1995.  there  will  be  a  site  lour  for  bidders.  Meeting  point  entrance  to  the  Min.  of 
Construction  and  Housing,  21  Rehov  Ha'atzma'ut,  Haifa,  at  10  a.m. 

ISRAEL  LANDS  ADMINISTRATION  MEITAR  LOCAL NAHAL  HEVRON  SETTLERS 
Southern  Region  COUNCIL  ASSOCIATION 

Lease  offered  on  3  plots  for  owner-occupier  construction  In  Meltra  - 
Invitation  to  Tender  352/94/Bet  Shin 
Bids  are  invited  from  those  interested  in  signing  a  3  year  development  agreement  after  which  the 
party  concerned  wfll  sign  a  49  year  lease  with  an  option  to  extend  for  another  49  years,  for  land,  the 
detafls  of  which  are: 


Plot 

Approx. 
Arao,  sqjn. 

Construct¬ 
ion  Ares 

If 

No.  of 
Housing 
Units 

Mnknumt 
Pries,  MS 

Dswtap- 
mvn  Costa 
NJStt 

“Sb*1 

2166 

733 

1 

28.520 

67.200 

5,000 

4303 

706 

282 

1 

27,450 

88547 

5,000 

5069 

708 

283 

1 

27,547 

92.059 

5,000 

*  Urban  Bu Acting  Plan  1/113/03/14  shows  that  the  area  is  zoned  as  Residnetial  Alef,  and  that  one 
single-family  housing  unfl  may  be  built  on  each  plot  The  maximum  area  for  registration  is  as  detailed 
abara.  The  buikfing  percentage  is  35  on  one  floor,  total  on  two  floors,  40%  -  as  defatted  in  the  urban 
budding  plan  documents. 

**  In  aoditon  to  the  amount-paid  for  the  land,  the  successful  bidder  will  pay  the  above  development 
costs  directly  to  the  Meilar  Setters  Association.  These  costs  are  finked  to  the  index  of  consumer 
rpices  for  November  1994. 

in  addition,  fees  and  levies  will  be  paid  to  the  local  council,  as  detafled  fit  the  tender  documents. 
T  Not  including  VAT.  TT  VAT  not  payable. 

The  Israel  Lands  Administration  reserves  the  right  to  accept  any  bid  or  to  reject  all  bids.  Inducting  the 
highest 

The  tender  booklet  will  be  available  from  January  2. 1995,  on  submission  Of  a  receipt  from  the  Postal 
Bank  for  NISlOO  (cash  only,  including  VAT),  tor  payment  into  Israel  Lands  Administration  account  0- 
24180-0.  per  booklet.  The  booklets  wilt  be  available  at  the  Israel  Lands  Administration,  Southern 
Region,  Rehov  Ben  Zvi  (above  Ulamei  Yahatom),  Beersheba,  TeL  07-232202,  during  regular  working 
hows. 

A  bank  check  or  guarantee  for  N1S&000  should  be  attached  to  bids,  as  deposit 

Last  date  for  submitting  bids:  February  5, 1 995  (12  noon).  A  bid  notfound  in  the  tendors  box  when  His 

opened,  whatever  the  reason,  cannot  be  considered. 

ISRAEL  LANDS  ADMINISTRATION  MIN.  OF  CONSTRUCITN  AND  HOUSING 
Southern  Region  Southern  Region 

Lease  offered  on  Plot  2Het  tor  construction  of  a  commercial  bunding, 
Halamish  Quarter,  Arad  -  Invttation  to  Tender  326/94/Bet  Shin 
Bids  are  invited  from  those  interested  In  signing  a  3  year  development  agreement  after  which  ihe 
party  concerned  will  sign  a  49  year  lease  with  an  option  fo  extend  tor  another  49  years,  for  land,  me 

details  of  which  are:  ... ,  _ ..  _ 

Urban  Buikfing  PM  Approx.  Ana  CdwtmcBon  titinknuijr  DWMlt 
Pb-  M  aml  wun_  Plica,  MSt  N6 


*  Urban  Bui 
percentage 


Area,  aq-m-, 

IiicL  Sarvlcas 
Ana* 


Butting  Plan  106/Bet  Mem/24  shows  that  a  commercial  buftfing  wffli  a  maximum  bufldjw 
ige  of  80  on  the  ground  floor  may  be  erected,  total  briefing  percentage  on  2  floors  - 120. 


**  The  minbnum  orice  is  for  the  Jand  and  {Jwelopment  costs. 

The* fonafSncL  iSiiinistration  resetves  the  ijght  to  accept  any  bid  or  to 


opened,  whatever  the  reason,  cannot  be  considered.  ,  •  ‘ ' ! _ — 

ISRAEL  LANDS  ADMINISTRATION  MIN.  OF  CONSTRUCTWN^DHW^ 
Jerusalem  District  .  Jetvmem 

Correction  Notice  !  „  ■-,« , 

Lease  offered  on  plots  for  coretnictionrf  y  •  • 

2.000  sq.m.  of  commercial  space  - J7  lots  at  Pisgat  Ze  ev  East  _ 
-  Invttation  to  Tender  327/94/Yod  ,^w«wchthe 


concerned  wffl 
&of  which  are 

Lot  p 


.  103 
Alef104  . 
Ben  04 
105,  201 
AJaflOe 
Ben  06 
Qmmenre 
107  - 


Max.  No.  of 

Arnof 

Housing 

PWs,  sqjn- 

Units  -  . 

IB 

3^48 

30  ' 

3.106 

40 

•  4,781- 

68.  . 

'14,147 

34 

.  5.788. 

Max.  CdriSL 
Area, 

aqJiL,  incL 
Swvtea 
Ana 
2,016 
3J60 
4,480 
:  9.520 

.  3,808  + 
200  ‘ 
commercial 
4,768  + 
1.000 

coiNnonte 
2,169  + 
600 


631,366 
1 ,051235 
1403.0295 
2£83£06 
1,192,575 

1,403.029 


8 

111 

60 

61018 

“W 

9 

112 

8  ; 

i;i84 

887  + 
r  200 

oommeroal 

10 

116,in  202 

38 

8,762. 

5,320 

11 

203 

.  30 

7^69 

4^00 

12 

115,204 

57 

12,786 

7,980 

13 

Vsv205 

18 

4^67 

2j520 

14 

Zaytn20S 

205  AJef  - 

42 

5,413 

5,880 

15 

113,206 

B9 

12^36 

8,632 

16 

117,207 

19 

4,439 

2,660  . 

17 

114,206 

42 

8.063 

5,040 

2.104JS44 


1,655,880 

1,434,967 

2,458574 

854,960 

1,994*5* 

2,420,226 


17  114  208  42  B/pfl  5,040  1,473.181  '  504,000 

Construction  on  these  plots  wifl  be  in  accordance  with  Urban  Building  Plan  Bet36(£  with  appenefixes. 
f  Not  inducting  VAT. 

***  Linked  to  the  index  for  October  1994. 

The  toflowing  are  eligible  to  bl±  .  ,  -  ' _ .  > 

1  a.  A  company  or  person,  registered  in  the  Contractors  Register '  uncter  Briefing,  Main  Branch i  (10Q). 
to  accordance  with  tea  Law  for  the  Registering  of  Contractors  for  Civil  Engineering  Consfructkxi  Work 
1969. 

b.  A  company  or  petson,  not  registered  to  the  Contractors  Register,  who  acts  as  an  entrepreneur  for 
the  sffie  and  teasing  of  biddings,  constructed  by  contractors  who  are  registered  Jn  the  Contractors , 

2.B?wLot  No.  9,  a  contractor  whose  “cafcuteted  average  number  of  housing  units"  te  at  teas!  12,  and 
who  is  registered  In  the  Contractors  Register  fo  the  100  Branch,  Section  1  Gffnmef,  or  an  entrepreneur 
whose  “caloiated  average  number  or  housing  units"  ts  at  feast  12. 


who  is  registered  in  the  Contractors  Regr-ar  in  the  100  Branch,  Section  1  cammm,  or  an  entrepreneur 
whose  “calcUtated  average  number  or  housing  urfts"  teat  feast  12.  .  -• 

fix  Lots  Nos.  1, 7, 13. 16,  a  contractor  whose  "calculated  average  number  of  housing  units  is  at 
least  25,  and  who  is  registered  to  the  Contractors  Register  fo  the  1 00  Branch,  Section  2  Gimmel,  or  an 
entrepreneur  whose  "calculated  average  number  of  housing  units"  is  at  least  25. 

For  Lots  Nos.  2. 3,  5, 10, 11. 14. 17.  a  contractor  whose  “calculated  average  number  of  housing 
unite"  is  at  least  50,  and  who  is  registered  In  the  Contractors  Register  bi  the  100  Branch,  Section  3 
Qsmmel,  or  an  entrepreneur  whose  "calculated  average  number  of  housing  units  s  at  least  50. 

For  Lots  Nos.  4, 8, 12, 15,  a  contractor  whose  “calculated  average  number  of  housing  units  Is  at 
least  75,  and  who  is  registered  in  the  Gontractora  Register  in  the  1 00  Branch,  Sedkm  41Smmeia  or  an 
entrepreneur  whose  "calculated  average  number  of  housing  units”  is  at  least  75. 

“Calculated  average  number  of  housing  unite"  rill  be  calculated  by  reference  to  the  total  number  of 
housing  unRs  and  other  construction  areas,  the  bufldng  of  which  was  completed  after  Jube  1.1891. 

3.  A  contractor  wfll  provide  confirmation  of  his  construction  work,  completed  after  June  1,1991 ,  by  ' 
providing.  Inter  alia: 

-  A  Form  4,  registered  on  the  bidder's  name.  .  .  < 

-  A  buikfing  agreemerft.  contracted  between  the  bidder  and  another  party,  demonstrating  that  the 

buikfing  work  was  carried  out  by  him;  a  bidding  permtt  and  Form  4  on  the  name  cfl  the  . tm)er  party  - 
should  be  attached.  v  ■ 

-  A  bifitting  agreement  contracted  between  the  tedder  and  the  Ministry  of  Construction  and  . 
Housing. 

4.  The  successful  bidders  wffl  be  enUttad  to  accelerated  btekfing  program  incentive^  on  the 
concfittons  set  out  in  the  tender  documents. 

**  in  addfton  to  the  amount  paid  for  the  land,  the  successful. bidder  wil.ptqr  dfrectly  fo  toe  Mh.  of 
Construction  and  Houffingthe  above  development  costsfor  general  devetopmerft,  carried  out  or  to  be 
carried  oii  by  the  Ministry.  ■  .  , . '■■.  'J/\'  ’T-.V*. 


■VAT  recefot”  He  wifi  not  be  able  to  clafm  benefit  from  the  VATetrihbrffies,  for'thfe  expaisa  ri 
In  addfton,  he  w9  pay  fees  and  levies  to  the  local  council,  in  accordance  with  the  byelaws,'  as  detailed 
in  the  tender  documents. 

Bids  may  be  submitted  for  one  of  more  tot,  but  not  more  than  one  lot  will  be  sweated  to  any  one 
bidder,.  - 

The  tender  booklet  wffi  be  available  from  December  29, 1994,  on  submission  of  a  ractept-frpm  the 
Post  Bank  for  NIS500  (cash  orty,  inducting  VAT),  for  a  payment  kilo  Israel  Lrmds  Administration 
account  0-241 8(H),  per  booklet.  Trie  booklet  wfll  be  available  at  the  Israel  Lands  AdmtofcttatiQTV ^at  the 
Israel  Lands  Administration,  34  Rehov  Ben  Yehuda,  Jerusalem  (12th  floor),  a  02-254121,  during 
regular  working  hours. ' 

A  bar*  check  or  tank  guarantee  for  highest  of  tte  deposft  amounts  mentioned  above  should  be 

attached  to  bids. 

Last  date  lor  submitting  teds:  February  2, 1995  (12  noon).  Abid  notfound  in  the  tenders  box  when  It  is 

red,  whatever  the  reason,  cannot  be  considered. 

Mia  of  Construction  and  Housing  reserves  the  right  to  accept  any  bid  or  to  reject  afl  bids, 
including  the  highesL 

The  notioe  is  published  for  information  only,  and  no  Wng  In  ft  obflgates  the  Israel  Lands  Administration 
and/or  Tel  Aviv  Municipality  in  any  way.  The  binding  conditions  are  those  appearing  in  the  tender 
booklets,  with  appendixes. 

A  four  of  the  construction  site  wffl  be  held  on  January  15, 1995,  leaving  at  10  am.  from  the  project 
management  office  (Bet  Samech  Resh,  Engineers,  103  SdMosria  Dayan,  PtegatZe'ev,  Jerusalem) ■ 

ISRAEL  LANDS  ADMINISTRATION  ASHKELON  ECONOMIC  Corp.  Ltd. 

Jerusalem  District 
Extension  of  Bid  Period 

Lease  offered  on  plot  for  high-rise  construction,  Shechunat 
Lev  Ashkelon,  Ashkelon  -  Invitation  to  Tender  298/94/Yod  Mem 
Bids  are  invited  from  those  interested  in  signing  a  2  year  development  agreement,  after  which  the 
^^amownedwiH  sign  a  49  year  lease  wrth  an  option  to  extend  for  another  49  years,  for  a  plot,  the 

Block  Part  of  Plot  Approx.  Area*  for  No.  of  Develop-  Deposit 
Paresis  Aim  Ragbtra-  Housing  nwtf*  MS 

sqre.  tkxLsqjn.  Units  Costs 

rest 

1948  11,17-20  35  4J210  23,130  124  2,468,541  1,250,000  ’ 

*  Urban  Buikfing  Plan  123/Bet  Mem/4  shows  that  124  housing  units  may  be  buftt,  in  high-rise 
buildings,  with  a  maximum  height  of  18  floors.  The  maximum  area  for  re^stration  is  23, 130  sam  as 
follows,-  20,030  sam.  max.  residential  area  (13,020  sq.m,  main  area  7,010  sam.  services)  -  ail  in 
accordance  with  tee  above  plan. 

1,100  sq.m.  max.  area  for  offices,  and  hafls  (550  sq.m,  main  area,  250  sq.m,  services). 

2,000  sq.m.  max.  commercial  area  inducting  galleries  (1350  sq.m.  main  area,  650  sqjn.  services). 

*T  fo  addrton  to  ihe  amount  paid  tor  the  land,  the  successful  tedder  wifi  pay  directly  to  the  Ashkelon 
Economic  Corp.  Ud.  the  above  devefopmere  costs,  which  are  finked  to  the  bmflinn  Index  for 
September  1994  (publshed  on  Octoebr  15,  1994).  v 

In  addition,  fees  and  levies  wffl  ebbe  paid  to  the  local  council,  as  detailed  in  the  tender  documents, 
t  Not  including  VAT. 

Thaterael  Lanas  Administration  reserves  the  right  to  accept  any  bid  or  to  reject  all  teds,  including  the 

The  tender  booklet  is  available,  on  submission  of  a  receipt  from  the  Postal  Bank  for  NISKX)  (cash 
onty,  including  VAT),  for  a  payment  into  Israel  Lands  Administration  account  0-24160-0.  nor  booklet. 
The  booklets  will  be  available  at  the  Israel  Lands  Administration,  at  the  Israel  Lands  AdmMstraikm 
34  Rehov  Ben  Yehuda,  Jerusalem  (12th  floor),  «  02-254121.  during  regular  wortfoa  houre  ' 

A  bank  check  or  bank  guarantee  for  ihe  deposit  noted  above  should  be  attached  to  bids 
Last  date  tor  submitting  teds:  January  \Z  1995  (12  noon).  A  btt  rat  fourtt  in  the  tenders  box  wh«?n  it « 
opened,  whatever  the  reason,  cannot  be  considered. 

ISRAEL  LANDS  ADMINISTRATION 
•Jerusalem  District 

Lease  offered  on  Plot  No.  1  for  construction  of  a  hotel,  Gilo,  Jerusalem  - 
Invitation  to  Tender  289/94/Yod  Mem 
Bfcfe  are  invfted  from  those  interested  in  signing  a  39-month  development  agreement  after  which  the 

a  lease  with  an  option  lot^aenti  for  a.Tcther  49  yeare,  for  a  plot  toe 

Participation  fo  the  tender  Is  restricted  to  those  who  obtain  a  recommendation  from  the  MK  of 
Tourism 

(Reoommondations  must  refer  spoaftcaity  to  the  size  and  location  of  the  plol) 

IMm  Plot  Approx.  Area  Area*  for  Minimum”  Dwhmk 

te4Mti>9  H.9l«!rau«  ' 

Plan  iqjn.*  ugr 

3062  1  8.  COO  12X00  9  739  TO?  Ttwinm 

*  Urban  fitting  Plan  3062  shews  Iff  o  hotel  with  a  maximum  areaoflzOQO  ^ jJTH&w 
poroontagfe  ISO)  in  accordance  wtth  the  plan  documents.  ^  Sq,m'  (““foS 

Construction  wffl  be  m  accordance  with  a  derated  plan,  to  be  submitted  and  approved  in 
with  the  reoulations,  ft  must  include  a  construction  dan  tn  n  i^pweo  in  ataridance 


i  Administration  reserves  the  right  to  accept  any  ted  or  to  reject  all  teds,  including  the 


— — - — — — —  —  r 1  V»  ■  kil |  j^i 

rnffiX  WT1”*1 PMI *" •““!«»' #»  wvela*. 

Tha^OT9lLand3Admntelraiion  reserves  thongs  to  aseopafij-tid  or  to  reject  an  bids,  mduding  lha ' 

Dasp®  tmytghmog  Opted  in  me  irtan  tyiiOng  pin.  crascsli  me  to  be  submffld  to  ths  u.  j 
Tourism  tar  a  Class  B.  C  or  D  hotel  cniy.  10  “«  of 


24180-0.  por  booklet.  The  beck  to  wffl  be  araiab!©  x  the  Israel  1  ^ ^ 

imj*  Mjfc.ttatton.  34  Rehov  Bat,  Yeheda.  Jmutalmr  f.jth  r=o„.  ZaSilfMJiS 

SSSttSS!  WSSU  “  ra:  ^ 3S  i? 


i  the  index  of  residential 
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WHERE  most  people  see 
puppeteer 

material  E  m,th  sees  ra* 
ShTaWc0'  ^ 

Tel  Aviv*3*  Smitl1  h,s  rooft°P 
the  sea  dpartmeM  overlooking 

^n9hnghei5haPPyab™tsuch 

casT^t  'Snc  -heater  in  a  suit" 
^e.  says  Smith.  “We’re  a  the- 

we  „ £Ttny  Kke  any  other  and 
u  d,he  proPer  Ending.” 
He  wdi  get  a  ,ittIe  heI 

Wednesday,  when  he  walks  on 

^f^YadUhanim  torsive 

Rn  Gor2,eb  ™d  Hannah 
Kosenblum  Prize  from  the  Tel 
Aviv  Municipality  for  his  unique 
contribution  to  Israeli  theater. 
Sharing  the  NIS  18,000  prize  is 
actor  Shmuel  Viloszny. 


ARTS  &  ENTERTAINMENT 


Puppetry:  Few  visible  means 


«  !.  d?J?  exPect  pnzes.”  the 
aouth  African  immigrant  says  in 
his  gentle,  well-bred  voice. 

what  1  do  expect  is  more  coop¬ 
eration  than  I  get." 

He  has  a  point. 

Over  the  years  Smith  has  had 
to  fight  the  establishment  for  al¬ 
most  every  penny  of  funding  for 
nis  theater,  let  alone  the  recogni¬ 
tion  he  deserves;  and  he  cannot 
hide  the  bitterness. 

The  first  10  years  were  wonder- 
nil.  Founded  in  1972,  Smith’s 
company  functioned  within  the 
framework  of  the  Children  and 
Youth  Theater  (CYT). 

With  its  backing  “we  went  ail 
over  Israel  and  toured  abroad  10- 
Europe,  the  US,  and  to  South 
Africa." 

They  went  to  South  Africa  in 


Later,  Mr.  Chips 


1982,  where  they  played  td  mixed 
audiences;  but  Smith,  decidedly 
apolitical,  doesn't  want  to  speak 
of  the  apartheid  yeans.  Racism, 
he  says,  is  worldwide. 

He  first  came  here  from  his 
native  Pretoria  “just  on  a  visit'’  in 
1962.  In  1967  he  returned  to  de¬ 
sign  the  animals  for  the  Haifa 
Theater  production  of  Peter  Pan. 

The  animals  stole  the  show, 
and  Smith  was  swamped  with  of¬ 
fers,  among  them  CYTs  first  two 
productions  -  Amnon  and  Tamar 
and  Pooh  Bear.  In  1971  Smith 
took  a  year  off  to  build  puppets, 
and  the  company  was  bom. 

During  those  10  years  with 
CYT ,  Smith  and  his  puppets  ap¬ 
peared  at  the  Israel  Festival  in 
1979  and  1981. 

In  1983,  lack  of  funding  forced 


HELEN  KAYE 

the  company  to  disband.  It  was 
reborn  in  1987  thanks  to  Rami 
Levi,  the  general  manager  of  . the 
Duhl  Auditorium  in  Tel  Aviv's 
Hatikva  quarter. 

That  was  the  year  Smith  de¬ 
signed  the  sets  for  -  and  veteran 
actor  Yossi  Graber  played  the  ti¬ 
tle  role  in  -  The  King  and  I,  the 
hugely  successful  production  the 
Cameri  Theater  efid  using  Ha- 
tikva  residents  as  extras. 

Graber  and  Smith  have  been 
friends  and  collaborators  ever 
since  1967.  and  they  told  Levi 
about  the  puppets- 
Levi  saw  an  opportunity  to  kQl 
two  birds  with  one  stone,  and  in 
1988  Eric's  Puppet  Company 
found  a  permanent  home  at  Duhl. 


Part  of  the  Duhl  deal  was 
working  with  the  neighborhood 
kids,  and  over  the  years  Smith 
has  trained  a  couple  of  dozen  or 
so  Hatikva  children  as  puppe¬ 
teers,  not  to  mention  many  of 
those  who  today  have  their  own 
puppet  theaters  and  teach 
puppetry. 

Levi  says  Smith  is  an  institution 
in  the  neighborhood,  and  the  kids 
adore  him  even  though  he  is  very 
demanding  and  a  perfectionist  in 
all  he  does. 

“Eric  knows  children,  and  he 
knows  what  they  like,”  -says 
Graber.  “That’s  a  built-in  intu¬ 
ition.  You  can’t  learn  it.” 

It  takes  as  many  as  seven  pup¬ 
peteers  to  manipulate  the  pup¬ 
pets,  and  there  are  dozens  in  ev¬ 
ery  show.  The  Magic  Carousel 


alone,  a  puppet  revue,  has  64. 
The  puppets  -  he  carves  and  cos¬ 
tumes  every  one  of  them  -  are 
nearly  life-size  and  fill  the  stage 
in  a  riot  of  color  and  sound. 

“Until  this  year,  the  company's 
budget  was  simply  part  of  Duhl’s 
administrative  costs,71  says  Levi. 
“This  year  we  got  about 
NIS  200,000  extra,  so  Fll  finally 
be  able  to  pay  Eric  a  small 
salary." 

Smith,  like  the  rest  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  receives  compensation 
only  for  performances  at  Duhl  * 
and  those  around  the  country 
within  the  framework  of  Omanut 
La'am. 

There  are  always  children  and 
animals  in  a'  Smith  show,  because 
“if  you  want  to  get  a  message 
through,  give  it  to  an  animal  to 


say,"  he  says.  “Children  relate  to 
puppets  as  they  never  might  to 
humans,  and  that  makes  them  a 
wonderful  medium  for 
education." 

He  is  veiy  busy  outside  the 
world  of  puppets  as  well.  Earlier 
this  year  Smith  was  one  of  10 
artists  invited  to  participate  in 
Rome’s  first  International  Com¬ 
puter  Animation  Exhibition  and 
the  only  one  with  two  works  in 
the  show. 

He  is  also  a  painter,  and  39  of 
his  watercolors  will  go  on  exhibi¬ 
tion  in  a  London  gallery  next 
spring. 

Still ,  the  puppets  are  his  first 
love. 

“The  children  scream  and 
shout  and  participate,'*  says . 
Smith,  “Response  to  this  kind  of 
theater  is  greater  than  for  a  live 
show.  Puppets  communicate  in  a 
very  direct  way.” 

And  that,  despite  the  disap¬ 
pointments  and  the  struggle,  is 
what  keeps  turn  here. 


film  review 


ADINA  HOFFMAN 


renaissance  man 

★16 

Directed  by  Penny  Marshall.  Screen¬ 
play  by  Jim  Burnsrein.  Hebrew  Urle-. 
nacham  Al  Gdolim.  English  dialogue 
Hebrew  subtitles.  Parental  guidance 
suggested.  K 

JJ31  Ri8° .  Danny  DeVito 

Mi'geant  Lon -  Gregory  Hines 

8enil«  .  Lillo  Bnmcato,  Jr. 

Penny  Marshall's  Renaissance 
Man  features  Danny  DeVito 
as  an  ad  exec  who  loses  bis  job 
and  is  forced  to  take  work  as  the 
teacher  of  a  remedial  class  in  a 
military  academy.  He  has  never 
taught  before  and,  as  he  says,  his 
students  have  never  thought.  It’s 
a  perfect  match. 

He’s  round  and  squirrelly  and 
favors  loud  Hawaiian  shim;  the 
kids  are  boisterous  and  racially 
mixed  and  dressed  in  identical 
camouflage.  One  sleeps  in  class, 
one  downs,  one  mopes,  one 
wears  funny  glasses,  one  talks 
compulsively  about  his  dead  fa¬ 
ther,  one  is  a  girl. 

In  essence,  they're  a  tall,  post¬ 
modern  version  of  the  seven 
dwarfs,  except  that  there  are 
eight  of  them. 

Forget  for  a  minute  that  the 
motto  “Victory  Starts  Here”  is 
painted  in  bright  colors  on  a 
prominent  school  wall.  Forget 
that,  in  real  life,  it  usually  takes 
at  least  a  teeny  tiny  bit  of  class¬ 
room  experience  to  become  a 
competent  teacher,  to  say  noth¬ 
ing  of  an  inspirational  one. 

And  forget  that  you've  proba¬ 
bly  seen  numerous  subtler,  wiser 
variations  on  this  theme  before, 
in  Goodbye  Mr.  Chips ,  Dead  Po¬ 


ets'  Society  or  even  Welcome 
Back,  Kotter. 

Go  ahead,  guess.  What  do  you 
think  happens  to  Bill  Rigo's  class 
of  misfits,  dummies  and  chronic 
losers? 

They  become  Shakespeare 
scholars,  of  course,  able  after  just 
a  few  days  of  casual  study  to  com¬ 
ment  at  length  on  the  existential 
implications  of  the  gravedigger 
scene  in  Hamlet,  and  fully  pre¬ 
pared  -  in  the  middle  of  a  gruel¬ 
ing  physical  drill  in  the  pouring 
rain  -  to  recite  flawlessly  from 
memory  Henry  V*s  lengthy  Saint 
Crispin's  Day  speech. 

Now,  I  love  Shakespeare  and  I 
love  learning.  In  other  words,  I 
love  what  Renaissance  Man 
seems  to  stand  for.  But  -  or 
therefore  - 1  also  hated  the  movie 
and  its  mindless  manipulation, 
how  it  solves  the  characters' 
deep,  lifelong  problems  with  a 
few  feel-good  clicbds  and  a  trium¬ 
phal  soundtrack. 

I  detested  the  way  complex 
concepts  like  meter,  metaphor 
and  oxymoron  are  trotted  out  to 
flatter  an  audience's  literary  so¬ 
phistication.  at  the  same  time  the 
film's  blatant  plot  development 
and  imbeeflje  dialogue  constitute 
a  cruel  insult  to  the  intelligence  of 
a  below-average  10-year-old. 

I  also  loathed  how  the  movie 
made  me  weep. 

Renaissance  Man  trill  get  to 
.you.  No  matter  how  reductive  its 
thinking  is  -  and  its  thinking  is 
very  reductive  -  the  film  is  bound 
to  choke  up  almost  anyone  who's 
ever  set  foot  in  a  classroom,  as 
student  or  as  teacher.  Poor  inner- 
city  black  kids  memorizing  soldo- 


Yiddish  Queen  Lear 


HELEN  KAYE 


This  slob  has  a  way  of  getting  pom*  Mack  kids  to  memorize  soliloquies  in  iambic  pentameter. 


quies  in  iambic  pentameter!  It's 
kjtschier  than  kitsch  could  be. 
StilL,  it  does  the  job,  as  a  Hall¬ 
mark  card  also  sometimes  does 
the  job. 

In  addition  to  the  tender  na¬ 
ture  of  the  theme,  it's  mighty 
hard  to  root  against  Danny  De¬ 
Vito.  His  roly-poly  presence  is  by 
nature  comic  and  endearing, 
even  if  the  lines  he  speaks  are 
not. 

So  the  movie’s  only  genuine 
sparks  fly  during  the  school 
scenes,  as  DeVito  springs  around 


on  the  balls  of  his  small  feet  and 
the  students  bowl  and  enrse 
about  what’s  rotten  in  Denmark. 

The  young  actors  are  a  talented 
bunch  who  lend  a  chaotic  energy 
to  the  otherwise  inert  proceed¬ 
ing^.  Among  them  are  L01i.Bcan-< 
cato  Jr.,  who  starred  in  Robert 
De 'Niro’s  A  Bronx  Tale  and  who 
should  be  advised  to  hold  off  on 
further  Raging  Bull  impressions 
until  he’s  established  his  own  ca¬ 
reer;  rap  singer  Marky  Mark;  and 
Kadim  Hardison,  star  of  the  sit¬ 
com  Another  World. 


Director  Penny  Marshall,' 
a.k.a.  Laveme  (as  in  Shirley)  is 
herself  no  stranger  to  situation 
comedy.  Renaissance  Man  bears 
the  dubious  mark  of  her  early  TV 
training  and  might  have  fit  more 
aatufaJQy  intp  neat  half-hour  uh 
stallments'  'with  a  loud  laugh 
track  and  ample  intermissions  for 
Rolaids  commercials  and  refrig¬ 
erator  trips. 

Be  sure  to  tune  in  next  week 
when  the  lads  in  the  class  offer 
their  funky,  hip-hop  version  of 
Titus  Andronicusl 


THIS  was  a  Jewish  contract, 
says  Oma  Porat.  The  ac¬ 
tress  met  Israel  Yiddish 
Theater  artistic  director  Shmulik 
Atzmon  in  the  foyer  during 
intermission. 

Shmulik:  “Nu!  Don’t  you  want 
to  work  here?” 

Oma:  “Of  course.  Suggest 
something."  • 

Shmulik:  “What  about  Mirale  ' 
Efrat?" 

They  shook  hands  and  that  was 
that.  Jacob .  Gordin's  Mirale 
Efrat ,  with  Porat  in  the  title  role, 
Atzmon  as  Shabnan,  her  faithful 
retainer,  and  directed  by  the  gift¬ 
ed  Yoram  Falk,  opens  on  Satur¬ 
day  ZOA  House  in  Tel  Aviv. 

“We're  thinking  of  handing 
out  handkerchiefs  to  the  audi¬ 
ence,”  jokes  Porat,  adding  that 
the  play  is  like  a  real,  rip-roaring 
19th-century  melodrama. 

When  it  opens,  Mirale  has 
come  to  the  one-horse  town  of 
Slutsk  from  her  own  elegant  man-, 
sion  in  Grodno  to  settle  the  final 
details  of  her  eldest  son’s  im¬ 
pending  marriage  to  Sheindele 
(Annabella),  the  provincial  no¬ 
body  she  thinks  will  make  her  a 
pliant  daughter-in-law. 

Things  don’t  quite  work  out 
according  to  plan.  Sheindele 
spurs  the  boys  to  grab  the  busi¬ 
ness  and  forces  their  mother  out 
of  her  own  home.  Years  go  by* 
The  eldest  grandson  is  to  cele¬ 
brate  his  bar  mifzva  and.  Mirale 
-agrees  tp  .aCAad. 

.  .  Yiddish  is  a  new  and  exciting 
challenge  for  the  German-bom 
actress,  “but  very  hard  because 


there’s  the  temptation  to  slip  into 
German  ah  the  time.” 

Porat,  70,  arrived  here  in  1947 
with  her  then -very-new  husband, 
Yosef,  with  whom  she'd  fallen  in 
love  at  first  sight  in  Cologne, 
where  be  was  stationed  with  Brit¬ 
ish  intelligence. 

The  Cameri  grabbed  her  in 
1948  and  she  stayed  there  for  36 
years,  managing  to  found  and  run 
the  Children  and  Youth  Theater 
from  1965  to  1987  as  well. 

Mirale  joins  the  pantheon  of 
strong,  courageous  women-  Porat 
has  portrayed  in  her  distin¬ 
guished  career  on  our  stages. 

Gordin  (1853-1909)  emigrated 
from  Ukraine  in  1891  to  New 
York  where  Mirale  Efrat ,  or 
Efros  as  it’s  sometimes  called, 
premiered  in  1898.  He  had  writ¬ 
ten  a  Jewish  King  Lear  and  is  said 
to  have  seen  in  Mirale  his  female 
analogue. 

The  play  is  more  Chekhov  than 
Shakespeare,  Falk  thinks,  and 
even  closer  to  Greek  tragedy  in 
that  Mirale  pays  for  her  pride  in 
thinking  that  die  can  manipulate 
her  sons'  lives  to  suit  herself, 
‘‘but  it's  a  very  Jewish  sin  and 
very  much  part  of  the  Jewish 
mystic  tradition,  a  woman's  obli¬ 
gation  to  her  sons. 

“We  haven’t  tried  to  bring  the 
play  up  to  date,  but  its  dynamics 
of  family  relationships  vis- &- vis 
business  interests  make  it  very 
relevant,”  says  Falk. 

“Orri&'feaifl  that  if  Mirale  were 
around  today,  she’d  go  into  busi¬ 
ness  or  politics.” 


Mostly  Mozart  career  ‘a  sweet  burden’ 

I 


"TS  just  a  coincidence, 
says  Hans  Graf,  the  long- 
.tirae  music  director  of  Salz- 
iurg’s  Mozarreum  Orchestra, 
/ho  is  making  his  debut  here  in  a 
irogram  heavily  weighted  with  - 
ou  guessed  it  -  Mozart. 

The  45-year-old  Austrian  maes 
Lro  is  leading  the  Israel  Philhar- 
lonic  Orchestra,  with  soloist  Itz- 
ak  Perlman  performing  two 
lozart  works. 

Working  in  Salzburg,  where 
eople  want  to  hear  Mozart  all 
ie  time,  “is  a  sweet  burden," 
jys  Graf.  "It’s  a  problem  to  play 
lozart  most  of  the  time,  but  Mo- 
art  is  the  only  composer  who  can 
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stand  so  much  playing  of  his  mu¬ 
sic.'’ 

Graf  is  also  conducting  Bee¬ 
thoven’s  ever-popular  Fifth  Sym¬ 
phony  in  the  series.  This,  he  says, 
is  the  tricky  part  of  the  program. 

“Everybody  bas  a  formulated 
opinion  about  [this  symphony] 
and  if  you  dare  to  do  something 
different,  people  are  amazed  and 
angry,"  he  says.  “Beethoven's 
Fifth  is  a  landmark,  a  corner¬ 
stone,  maybe  more  than  any  oth¬ 
er  symphony  in  the  repertoire." 

Grafs  first  meeting  with  the 
IPO,  as  with  any  other  orchestra. 


was  a  feeling-out  process. 

“It’s  always  rather  challeng¬ 
ing."  he  says.  “The  more  you  see 
orchestras,  the  more  you  under¬ 
stand  that  first  you  just  have  to 
listen  to  them,  just  let  them  play 
and  so  you  feel  what  they  are 
about.  And  the  Israel  Philhar¬ 
monic  was  very  friendly,  very  re¬ 
ceptive  and  collaborative." 

Although  Grafs  concerts  are 
basically  centered  around  a  tried- 
and- trusted  repertoire,  the  pro¬ 
gram  opens  with  contemporary 
Israeli  composer  Ari  Ben-Shab- 
tai’s  Sinfonia  Chromatica. 


“It's  a  special  joy  if  yon  find  a 
score  that  can  last,  and  I  think 
this  one  will,"  says  Graf. 

Graf  recently  accepted  a  posi¬ 
tion  as  music  director  of  the 
Basque  National  Orchestra  in 
San  Sebastian. 

He  leads  the  IPO  tonight  - 
through  Wednesday  at  the  Haifa 
Auditorium  and  Thursday  and 
Saturday  at  the  Mann  Auditori¬ 
um  in  Tel  Aviv.  The  Saturday 
program  still  features  Perlman 
playing  Mozart,  but  the  orefaesr 
tral  selections  will  change  from 
Ben-Sbabtai  and  Beethoven  .to 
Haydn’s  97th  Symphony  and  Mo¬ 
zart’s  Idomeneo  overture. 


The  ‘Skies’  the  limit  for  Batsheva  choreographer 


}RTUGUESE  choreogra-  ■ 
»her  Vera  Mantero  was 
►resented  with  an  embar- 
snt  of  riches  when  she  be- 
orking  with  the  Batsheva 
Company. 

ese  dancers  are  much  more 
;  technically  speaking  than 
ties  I’ve  been  working 
Mantero  discovered  tins 
>r  when  she  chose  the  per- 
s  for  a  work  she  was  com- 
jed  to  produce  especially 
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for  Batsheva.  “So  I  looked  for 
personalities  and  creativity.” 

After  six  very  hectic  weeks  she 
created  Different  Skies,  Different 
Clouds.  The  28-year-old  dancer/ 
choreographer  isn't  accustomed 
to  working  so  quickly.  "Usually  I 
work  for  around  three  or  four 
months  on  each  of  my  new 
works.  I  had  to  adapr  to  this  dif¬ 
ferent  framework.  I  always  pre¬ 


fer  to  work  according  to  how  my 
plan  develops  without  following  a 
scheme  which  is  set  by  others.” 

The  resulting  work,  Mantero 
says,  “was  built  through  improvi¬ 
sation  and  a  lot  of  material  was 
created  by  the  dancers.  I  think  a 
piece  is  a  reflection  of  a  moment 
for  the  performers,  the  director 
and  the  world.  This  piece  is  a 
gathering  of  certain  people  in  a 


room  to  say  whdfc  they  think  it's 
all  about."  . 

What  it’s  not  all  about  is  narra¬ 
tive.  “I  look  for  a  speech  more 
than  a  story.  It’s  more  tike  an 
essay  than  a  romance,  it’s  less 
fiction  and  more  nonfiction  and 
it’s  very  concrete.” 

Different  Skies  is  being  staged 
nightly  this  week  at  the  Suzanne 
Dellal  Center  in  Tel  Aviv,  along 
with  a  premiere  by  Finnish  chore- . 
ographer  Taro  Sarinen. 


Euro-visonaries 


UAT  COLLINS 

HAVING  taken  Cairo  by 
storm,  Dana  Internation¬ 
al  -  known  as  Yaron  be¬ 
fore  the  sex  change  operation -is 
seeking  success  further  afield. 
Her  song  "Good  Night  Europe” 
is  one  chosen-  from  the  487  pre- 
Eurovision  Song  Contest  hopefuls. 

The  pre-Enrovisxm  contest  will 
be  held  in  March  in  Tel  Aviv, 
daring  which  panels  of  judges  na¬ 
tionwide  will  select  the  song  to 
represent  Israel  at  die  Eurovision 
Song  Contest  in  Dublin  in  May. 
No  matter  which  song  is  chosen,  it 
is  unlikely  to  sound  Eke  smg-akmg 
queen  Saraleh  Sharon’s  entry  two 
years  ago,  which  came  so  low  in 
the  judging  that  Israel  wasn’t  eligi¬ 
ble  to  compete  last  year. 

Hie  other  entrants  are: 

Avi  Eilot  -  “A  long  way  from 
home” 

Si  Hi-Man  -  “On  TV  this 
evening" 

limor  Twito  -  “Money" 

Julia  -  “Something’s  happen¬ 
ing" 

Eli  Luzon  -  “My  tittle  angel" 
Leah  Lopatin  and  Ofer  Levy  - 
“The  promised  land" 

Liora  -  “Amen” 

Ya’acov  Naveh  -  “Kiss  me” 
Haya  Samir  -  “To  redemption" 
Tati  Korea  -  “Like  Brigitte” 
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THE  VISIT  OF  THE  OLD  LADY 

Dec.  27  &  Jan.  3  at  3:30  p.m. 

Modern  classic  by  DurenmaU  about  the  revenge  of  a 
millionairess  on  the  lover  who  jilted  her. 
Co-production  of  Habima  and  The  Cameri  Theatre  with 
Oded  Teorr.j  and  Lia  Koenig  in  the  leading  roles 

"A  success/aJ  visit...  irresistible"  YEDIOT  AHARONOT 

A  FUNNY  THING  HAPPENED  ON 
WAY  TO  THE  FORUM 

Jan.  10  at  8:30  p.m. 

A  new  production  of  the  hilarious  Broadway  hit  comedy- 
musical  by  Stephen  Sondheim. 

"Sr<;c!.'y  for  laughs.  How  could  it  not  be  with  Avi  Kushmr  as  the  wily 
PsucdoloLis  and  Tikki  Dayan  as  matriarch  Demina". 
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Auction  No.  25 

28.12.94 

A  selection  of  works  by: 

Cajlt£foracatalogue 

ilrjl-ar iHp  Shalii.  Heraelia  Pituah4675^r0^509m^:  09-509895 


PANN 

MENKES 


VLAMINCK 

VASARELY 


MANE-KATZ  UTRILLO 


LUBIN 
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The  new  ministry 


THE  debate  over  die  need  for  an  informa¬ 
tion  ministry  is  as  old  as  the  state,  but 
with  few  exceptions,  opponents  of  the 


idea  have  usuatiy  won  the  day.  Foreign  Minister 
Shimon  Peres  and  former  chief  of  array  intelli¬ 
gence,  the  late  Aharon  Yariv,  served  as  infor¬ 
mation  ministers  for  short  periods  in  the  1970s. 
But  foreign  ministry  objections  prevailed,  and 
the  information  ministry  was  abolished.  When 
Menachem  Begin  became  prime  minister  in 
1977  he  appointed  writer  and  former  MK 
Shmuei  Katz  as  information  minister,  but  again 
the  foreign  ministry,  headed  by  Mosbe  Dayan, 
successfully  opposed  the  appointment. 

The  problem  is  mostly  one  of  turf.  The  for¬ 
eign  ministry  has  a  large  information  apparatus, 
and  it  is  loath  to  give  up  its  monopoly  on  the 
country’s  public  relations  effort.  Yet  there  has 
always  been  public  pressure  to  establish  a  spe- 
i  ciai  ministry  for  “hasbara”  (the  Hebrew  term 
literally  means  “explanation,”  but  it  implies 
something  between  propaganda  and  public  rela¬ 
tions)  because  many  felt  that  Israel's  case  is  not 
presented  skillfully  enough  abroad. 

While  the  Arab  propaganda  machine,  hand¬ 
somely  subsidized  by  petrodollars,  wreaks  hav¬ 
oc  with  Israel’s  image,  say  promoters  of  the 
information  ministry  idea,  the  Israeli  effort  to 
counter  calumny  and  “explain”  Israeli  policies 
is  meager  and  ineffective.  An  office  devoted  to 
nothing  else  may  do  a  better  job. 

Some  opponents  of  a  separate  ministry  for 
information  believe  that  it  smacks  of  totalitarian 
practices.  Dictatorial  regimes  have  such  minis¬ 
tries,  they  say,  while  democracies  -  particularly 
in  time  of  peace  -  do  not.  But  this  is  not 
completely  accurate.  The  United  States  Infor¬ 
mation  Agency,  for  example,  is  an  independent, 
well-endowed  and  powerful  government  agen¬ 
cy  with  offices  and  representatives  all  over  the 
world.  That  its  director  does  not  have  cabinet 
rank  has  little  impact  on  its  importance.  Other 
democracies  have  similar  agencies. 

Yet  there  is  something  disturbing  about  yes¬ 
terday’s  cabinet  decision  to  establish  “a  minis¬ 
try  for  coordinating  information  and  hasbara,” 
and  to  award  it  to  Police  Minister  MosheSba- 
bal.  Indeed,  five  Labor  ministers  who  spoke 
against  the  new  ministry  in  the  cabinet  said  that 
what  bothered  them  was  not  only  that  there 
would  be  an  information  minister,  but  that  he 


happens  to  be  also  the  police  minister. 

This  unhappy  combination  should  give  the 
government  pause.  It  is  unseemly  enough  for 
the  police  minister  to  have  control  over  infor¬ 
mation  emanating  from  government  sources, 
but  it  is  particularly  disturbing  in  Shahal's  case. 
His  record  is  so  marred  by  disregard  for  basic 
rights  of  demonstrators  (both  of  the  right  and 
the  left)  and  indifference  to  complaints  of  police 
brutality,  that  the  thought  of  his  controlling 
information  is  decidedly  worrisome.  As  Educa¬ 
tion  Minister  Amnon  Rubinstein  put  it,  “the 
whole  idea  seemed  to  have  been  lifted  straight 
out  of  George  Orwell’s  1984.  A  democratic 
society  has  no  need  for  a  propaganda  ministry 
headed  by  a  commissar  who  is  also  in  charge  of 
the  police.” 

This  whole  maneuver  is  an  unfortunate  result 
of  the  government's  commendable  effort  to 
broaden  the  coalition.  To  ensure  that  two  Knes¬ 
set  members  who  defected  from  Tsomet  would 
join  the  government.  Prime  Minister  Yitzhak 
Rabin  awarded  one  of  them,  MK  Gonen  Segev, 
the  energy  and  infrastructure  ministry.  To  com¬ 
pensate  Shahal  for  depriving  him  of  this  minis¬ 
try,  which  he  has  held  -  for  no  good  reason  -  in 
addition  to  the  police  ministry.  Rabin  estab¬ 
lished  an  information  ministry.  For  a  govern¬ 
ment  which  on  taking  office  spoke  of  trimming 
the  cabinet  and  making  it  more  efficient  and 
frugal,  this  addition  of  a  wholly  unnecessary, 
expensive  bureaucratic  structure  is  nothing 
short  of  shameful. 

On  becoming  foreign  minister  30  months 
ago,  Peres  said  only  governments  which  con¬ 
ducted  bad  policies  needed  “hasbara.”  Good 
policies,  he  said,  speak  for  themselves.  And, 
indeed,  the  Israeli  information  effort  abroad  has 
been  virtually  abandoned,  particularly  since  the 
signing  of  the  Oslo  agreement  For  some  rea¬ 
son,  Arab  propagandists  have  been  reluctant  to 
reciprocate  in  kind,  and  have  not  slackened  their 
campaign  of  hatred  against  Israel. 

Yesterday,  aware  of  the  objections  of  his  own 
staff  to  the  new  information  ministry,  Peres 
agreed  tovqte  for  it  only  after  he  was  allowed  to 
add  a  sentence  limiting  it  to  propagating  infor¬ 
mation  domestically.  Perhaps  he  is  beginning  to 
realize  that  a  majority  of  the  public  do  not  share 
his  view  of  the  government’s  policies,  and  that 
the  time  has  come  to  try  to  “explain”  them. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


ISRAEL  AND  LEBANON 


Sir,  -  The  possibility  of  with¬ 
drawal  by  Israel  from  southern  Leb¬ 
anon,  as  recently  suggested  by  Dep¬ 
uty  Defense  Minister  Mordechai 
Gut,  would  represent  a  betrayal  of 
Israel’s  only  reliable  allies  in  the 
region,  the  South  Lebanon  Army 
(SIA)  and  the  Christian  population 
of  southern  Lebanon.  The  SLA  has 
lost  300  men  fighting  alongside  the 
IDF  against  Palestinian  terrorists 
and  surrogates  of  Syria  and  Iran. 

Gut  said  talks  could  be  held  if 
Lebanon  can  ensure  security  in  the 
sooth  and  curb  Hizbullah.  Security 
of  northern  Israel  and  southern  Leb¬ 
anon  can  be  guaranteed  by  a  Leba¬ 
nese  government  fully  independent 
of  Syria  and  at  peace  with  Israel,  or 
in  the  absence  thereof  by  an  indige¬ 
nous  Lebanese  force  acting  in  open 
cooperation  with  IsraeL  The  current 
Lebanese  government  was  installed 
by  Syria  after  Syria  drove  out  the 
legitimate  government  of  General 
Michel  Aoun,  with  the  blessing  of 
the  Bush  administration,  and  re¬ 
mains  subservient  to  Damascus.  Has 
Gut  forgotten  that  large  numbers  of 
Christians  friendly  to  Israel  were 


killed  by  pro-Syrian  militias  after 
Israel  withdrew  from  the  Aley- 
Shouf  area  in  1983  and  that  this 
withdrawal  virtually  guaranteed 
Syrian  hegemony? 

According  to  Colonel  Shaxbel 
Barakat,  the  SLA  director  for  exter¬ 
nal  affaire  and  Middle  East  repre¬ 
sentative  for  the  World  Lebanese 
Organization,  an  Israeli  withdrawal 
would  ,  likely  be  followed  by  po¬ 
groms  in  Jezzine  and  Maijayoun  and 
a  spate  of  assassinations.  The  re- 


Beirut  would  be  to  rail  for  Syrian 
assistance  in  restoring  order. 


Israelis  of  all  political  views  envi¬ 
sion  Israel  as  a  “light  unto  the  na¬ 
tions.”  Betrayal  of  an  ally  and  emu¬ 
lation  of  the  Bush  aferun&ration  is 
abandonment  of  the  Lebanese 
Christians  -  unlike  the  Palestinians, 
they  will  not  retaliate  with  terrorism 
and  do  not  have  the  sympathy  of  oil- 
rich  Arab  states  -  would  dim  the 
light. 


ERIC  H.  SILVERMAN 
Highland  Park,  New  Jersey. 


OSLO  PROTEST 

Sir,  -  Your  repent  of  December 
11  on  protest  demonstrations  by  Is¬ 
raelis  in  Oslo  against  the  award  of 
the  Nobel  Peace  Prize  to  Arafat  dis¬ 
torts  the  actual  events.  About  100 
demonstrators  included  terror  vic¬ 
tims  and  their  families,  a  delegation 
of  professors  from  the  group  of  Pro¬ 
fessors  and  Lecturers  for  a  Strong 
Israel,  Rabbi  Gold  representing  a 
very  large  group  of  rabbis,  a  group 
of  American  Jew;  and  also  simple 
Israeli  citizens  who  all  felt  they 
could  not  keep  silent  about  this  le¬ 
gitimation  of  Arafat  and  all  be 
stands  for. 

A  very  small  group  of  Kahane 
people  (hew  the  attention  of  your 
reporter  to  the  detriment  of  the  main 
protest  events.  The  local  press  re¬ 
ported  extensively  our  protest  dem¬ 
onstrations.  The  Israeli  media  ig¬ 
nored  us  as  if  a  carefully 
orchestrated  effort  was  made  to  de¬ 
scribe  a  one-sided  success  story. 

PROFESSOR  ZV1 EYAL, 
Professors  and  Lecturers  for 
a  Strong  Israel 

Jerusalem. 


TOO  MUCH  AMERICAN  CONTENT 


Sir,  -  The  New  York  Times  Week¬ 
ly  Review  is  a  welcome  supplement 
to  the  Post* s  foreign  coverage,  but 
the  weekly  Perspective  is.  in  my 
opinion,  of  interest  only  to  nostalgic 
Americans. 

Some  of  the  editorial  cartoons  are 
incom  prehensible  to  anyone  who  is 
not  closely  following  American 
politics;  others  convey  their  mes¬ 
sage  through  their  verbiage  instead 
of  by  their  visual  appeal.  Then  there 
are  the  so-called  “funnies"  —stupe¬ 
fying  in  their  banality.  Do  intelligent 
Americans  really  take  an  interest  in 
such  mindless  trash? 

Occasional  articles  are  of  some 
interest,  but  hardly  necessary  when 
we  already  have  those  on  page  7  of 
The  New  York  Times  Review. 


And  then  we  have  the  American 
intrusion  into  the  Op-ed  page.  Here  I 
must  admit  a  selfish  interest  as  an 
occasional  contributor,  but  surely 
the  articles  in  the  last  column,  syndi¬ 
cated  from  The  Washington  Post, 
are  often  relevant  only  to  the  Ameri¬ 
can  experience. 

I  don’t  know  what  proportion  of 
your  readers  are  of  American  origin; 
in  addition  to  those  from  other  En- 
lish-speakmg  countries,  there  are, 
no  doubt,  many  of  whom  English  is 
their  second  language  but  who  find 
the  Post  useful  I  suggest  you  save 
the  money  you  waste  an  American 
material  mid  spend  it  on  your  Israeli 
staff  and  contributors. 

MISHA  LOUVISH 

Jerusalem. 


MORE  ABOUT  TIBI 

Sir,  -  Mr.  K.  Ben-Arie’s  letter  of 
December  11  does  not  tell  the  whole 
story  about  Ahmed  Tibi,  the  Israeli 
citizen  who  acts  as  the  personal  rep¬ 
resentative  of  Yasser  Arafat.  (Sep¬ 
tember  1988.)  In  1987  Tibi  was 
fired  from  his  job  al  Hadassah  Hos¬ 
pital  when  he  assaulted  a  Jewish 
guard  and  walked  away  as  his  victim 
lay  bleeding  on  the  floor. 

He  was  also  reported  as  saying 
that  he  had  recently  been  offered  a 
“safe  place”  on  the  Knesset  list  of 
Shulamit  Ainu's  Citizens’  Rights 
Movement,  but  he  turned  down  the 
offer  -  in  part  because  his  wife  was 
revolted  at  the  idea  of  him  sitting  in 
the  Knesset  as  a  representative  of  “a 
Zionist  party.” 

MEJR  ABELSON 

Jerusalem. 
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GAN -the  archaic  .and. un¬ 
wieldy.  Histadrut  .  and 
Wofid  Zionist  Organiza¬ 
tion  be  transformed  into  modern, 
streamlined  institutions? 

.  MK  Hahn  Ramon’s  clarion  as 

ffistadrut  head,  tost:  May  was  sup¬ 
posedly  in  the  nam£  of  refonn.  In 
fort,  be  is  preriding  over  the  otga-. 

nizatibn’s  systematic  -  ctismember- 

ment  ■  . 

Hopefully,  this  painful  but  un¬ 
avoidable  ■  operation  will  lead  to  a 
structure  which  can.  deal  cKeo- 
tively  with  the' .very  real:.profes- 


y  .> 


sional,  economic  and  sodai  needs 
of  Israel’s  workers.  '  ;J 


Ji&QH, 


Hosni’s  advice  to  Hafez 


TT  7HETHER  or  not  Hosni 
\\I  Mubarak  visits  Israel 

▼  V  isn’t  that  Important  in 
itself.  But  it  is  a  comment  on  the 
real  state  of  relations  between  the 
two  countries.  His  clear  antipathy 
to  setting  foot  in  this  country  is 
persuasive  evidence  that  Israel 
should  oppose  any  agreement 
with  Hafez  Assad  that  requires 
risky  Israeli  territorial  conces¬ 
sions  on  the  Golan. 

Anwar  Sadat  visited  Israel  sev¬ 
eral  times  after  his  historic  ad¬ 
dress  to  the  Knesset  in  Jerusa¬ 
lem.  In  refusing  to  visit  Israel  in 
the  13  years  since  he  took  over 
from  Sadat,  his  successor  is  flout¬ 
ing  the  spirit  of  the  1979  peace 
agreement 

That  agreement  ushered  in  re¬ 
lations  that  were  significantly  bet¬ 
ter  than  what  had  existed  before. 
However,  they  do  not  constitute 
peace  -  not  even  a  “cold”  peace  - 
but  simply  a  more  acceptable 
form  of  nonbelligerency. 

The  framers  of  the  1979  treaty 
understood  that  long-standing 
enemies  like  Egypt  and  Israel 
couldn’t  shrug  off  their  suspicions 
and  hostility  overnight.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  a  mutual  renunciation  of 
military  threats,  the  agreement 
thus  included  Egyptian  acquies¬ 
cence  in  a  long  list  of  Israeli  de¬ 
mands  for  “normalization”  of  re¬ 
lations  between  the  two  peoples. 

In  the  ensuing  16  years,  Egypt 


YOSEF  GOELL 


and  Israel  have,  adhered  to  the 
nonbelligerency  aspects  of  the 
peace  treaty,  for  which  Israel 
paid  by  ceding  all  of  Sinai  to 
EgypL 

But  Mubarak  has  flouted  near¬ 
ly  all  of  the  normalization 
clauses.  There  is  virtually  no 
meaningful  trade  between  the 
two  countries,  because  the  Egyp- 


Why  Israelis  should 
be  grateful  to 
Egypt’s  president 


dan  government  scotches  k.  The 
same  is  true  of  attempts  to  foster 
individual  and  institutional 
relations. 


MUBARAK  IS  correct  in  saying 
that  a  government  cannot  force 
its  people  to  love  another  people. 
But  (he  slowly  democratizing  mil¬ 
itary  dictatorship  that  i?  the 
Egyptian  government  has  done 
absolutely  nothing  to  further  bet¬ 
ter  relations  with  Israel  among 
ordinary  Egyptians.  Nor  have  the 
more  egregious  antisemitic  ex¬ 
pressions  in  the  state-controlled 
media  and  school  system  been 
eliminated. 

And  how  should  Israelis  inter¬ 


pret  persistent  Egyptian  diplo¬ 
matic  efforts  to  undermine  the 
decisions  of  other  Arab,  Moslem 
and  black  African  countries  to 
establish  and  improve  relations 
with  Israel,  and  Egypt’s  contai¬ 
ned  hostility  to  Israeli  interests  at 
the  UN?  '  .  . 

Foreign  Minister  Feres,  a  lead-' 
mg  Mubarak  apologist  in  Israel, 
keeps  harping  on  the  crucial  role 
Egypt  has  played  in  -the  peace 
process. 

That  role  has  primarflyconsist- 
ed  of  talking  the  PLO  into  a  prag¬ 
matic  approach:  taking  as  innch 
as  Israel  was  ready  to  give  up, 
then  proceeding, .  salami-dike,  to 
wrest  additional  concessions  on 
statehood,  -on  ceding  the  rest  of 
the  West  Bank,  and  on  the  redivi¬ 
sion,  of  Jerusalem*  in  subsequent 
stages. 

This,  in  effect,  has  been  the. 
advice  Mubarak  has  .been  press¬ 
ing  on  Syria’s  Assad-  take  the. 
Golan  while  the  felting,  is  good, 
then  emnlate  Egypt  wife  a  “cold 
peace”  as  a'qmdpfo  tjtiti. ' ; 

Perhaps  Israelfe.  should .  be ... 
thanking  Mubarak  for  impressing 
them  wife  fee  true  cost  of  a  one¬ 
sided  agreement  wife  Syria,  ,  an 
agreement  which  would  be  even 
riskier  than  the  one  .  wife  Egypt  . 


If  fee  Labor  Party  opts  for.MK 
Aviaham  Burg  as  its  candidate  to 
head  the  -WZO;  following  Simdba 
Dinitz’s.  resignation, :  Ite 'is  oeitarn 
to  play  a  role  similar  to -Ramon’s 
in  fee.ffistadfut .1  '••• 
Whether  or  not  Burg,  if  deried 
WZO  chairman,  adopts^tte  pro¬ 
posals  recently,  raised  by  Deputy 
Foreign  Minister  Yossi  Beilin  for 
overhauling  Israel- Diaspora  rela¬ 
tions,  he  is  unlikely  to  try  and 
conserve  fee  exiting  structure. 

.  That  fee  WZQ  must  undergo 


Out  with  the  old  and 
In  with  the  new  - 
but  only  at 
.  the  proper  time 


drastic  change  .to  reflect  fee  dif¬ 
fer^  needs  of  Israel  andfee  Di- 
-aspora  and  the  new  balance  in. 
relations  between,  the  Jewish 
state  and  world  Jewry  is  in  no 
doubt  The  question  is  .whether 
now  is  the  right  time. -v/7 

-  Unlike  the  EGstadmt,  whose  fi¬ 
nancial  situation  .made  ^  -contin¬ 
ued  existence  in  its 
virtually,  impossible,  the  , WZO 
isn’t  in  a  state  of  finance  disinte- 
■  gratioiL>“,FlrtJS,  a* '  least  in  theory, 
f  there  -is  going 

.  oti  '3k  it  isf  fat  several1  mofFyears. 

One  reason  why  a.vmqor  over¬ 
hauling  should  be  delaypd  has  to 
do  with  fee  peace  prpcess.  . 


The  writer  comments  an  public 
affairs. 


IT  ES.no  secret  that  world  Jewry  — 
or  that  part,  of  it  which,  closely 
identifies  wife  Israel  -  is  divided 
over  tire  process.  ' 


New  ideology  of  separation 


HOW  to  separate  from  the 
Palestinians  is  the  basic 
question  facing  Yitzhak 
Rabin  today. 

If  any  one  decisive  event  con¬ 
vinced  fee  prime  minister  to  go 
along  wife  fee  initiative  feat  later 
blossomed  into  fee  Oslo  Declara¬ 
tion  of  Principles,  it  was  the  suc¬ 
cess  of  fee  closure  of  fee  territo- 
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nes. 

As  a  means  of  lowering  fee 
level  of  terrorist  violence,  fee  clo¬ 
sure  in  April  1993  specifically  was 
an  unqualified  success.  It  also 
produced  a  significant  surprise. 
This  was  fee  nature  of  fee  Pales¬ 
tinian  opposition  to  fee  new  ini¬ 
tiative.  It  was  not  couched  pri¬ 
marily  in  economic  terms,  as  was 
true  of  fee  protests  of  Israel's 
left  It  was  not  primarily  that  fee 
Palestinian  unemployed  would  go 
hungry,  but  rather  feat  they  were 
being  ghettoized.  Tbe  basic  de¬ 
mand  was  for  freedom  of  move¬ 
ment 

Freedom  of  movement,  eco¬ 
nomic  integration,  free  access  of 
Palestinian  workers  to  the  Israeli 
labor  market  -  what  sort  of  sepa¬ 
ration  from  Israel  were  fee  lead¬ 
ers  of  fee  struggle  for  Palestinian 
independence  demanding? 

Labor  doves  such  as  Haggai 
Merom  and  Avrabam  Burg  saw 
fee  closure  of  the  territories  as  a 
step  in  the  direction  of  recogniz¬ 
ing  a  Palestinian  political  entity. 
The  Palestinian  f  leadership,  on 
the  other  hand,  protested  fee  do- 
sore  to  the  point  of  reportedly 
making  its  cancellation  a  condi¬ 
tion  of  resuming  the  peace  talks. 

.  As  the  Oslo  Declaration  a  few 
months  later  proved,  Merom  and 
Burg  knew  Rabin’s  mind  better 
than  Rabin  himself.  However, 
tike  Rabin,  they  had  no  real  un¬ 
derstanding  of  the  Palestinian 
leadership.  How  could  a  move¬ 
ment  for  national  liberation  be 
demanding  that  Israel  continue  to 
extract  from  fee  territories  one  of 
the  few  Palestinian  natural  re¬ 
sources  -  manpower? 

Terms  like  “neo-imperialism” 
and  “colonialism”  come  to  mind, 
although  their  applicability  would 


seem  to  be  negated  by  the  fact 
feat  the  demands  come  from  tbe 
victims. 

This  shows  the  danger  of  mak¬ 
ing  abstract  concepts  the  base 
points  for  historical  interpreta¬ 
tion,  as  at  the  recent  Haifa  Uni¬ 
versity  Herzl  Institute  Confer¬ 
ence  entitled  “The  Historiogra- 


Familiar  categories 
no  longer  apply  to 
the  Israel-Arab 
dispute 


phy  of  Zionism:  Between  Vision 
and  Revision.” 


AT  THE  SESSION  entitled 
“Settlement  or  Colonialism?” 
that  included  presentations  by 
Drs.  Benny  Morris  and  Ilan 
Pappe,  leading  revisionist  histori¬ 
ans,  emotions  ran  high.  It  was 
hard  at  times  to  understand  why. 
Is  fee  crucial  issue  fee  label? 

Perhaps  fee  historians  should 
take  a  leaf  from  the  autobio¬ 
grapher  who  decides  to  face  doc¬ 
uments  from  his  personal  past. 
“They  are  likely,  I  think,”  writes 
Helga  Dudman  in  her  recently 
published  A  Personal  Encyclope¬ 
dia,  “to  reveal  yourself  in  unex¬ 
pected  ways:  you  suddenly  see 
yourself  in  a  series  of  mirrors 
placed  at  unexpected  angles  lead¬ 
ing  down  some  corridor  leading 
to  today.  One  glimpse  can  bring 
on  a  succession  of  other  long- 
forgotten  glimpses,  which  you 
may  relive  in  a  new  way.  Tbe 
beauty  of  this  is  feat  you  can  se¬ 
lect  either  hindsight  or 

foresighL...” 

Rabin  has  no  option.  His  busi¬ 
ness  is  foresight.  A  realistic  read¬ 
ing  of  fee  past  may,  in  some  ob¬ 
scure  way,  serve  fee  purposes  of 
peace  and  reconciliation,  as 
Morris,  historian  of  fee  origins  of 
tbe  Palestinian  refugee  problem, 


once  suggested.  The  obsenre 
way,  however,  may  lie  in  making 
suspect  fee  categories  in  which 
the  Israel-Arab  dispute  is  gener¬ 
ally  defined. 

Separation,  as  a  policy  for 
peace  between  Israel  and  fee  Pal¬ 
estinians,  may  be  one  of  them. 
Programs  such  as  fee  Alton  plan 
for  territorial  partition,  which 
Rabin  long  espousal,  belong  to  a 
future  that  is  firmly  in  fee  past 
Physical  separation  has  become 
as  irrelevant  as  the  settlement 
policies  pursued  by  Begin  and 
Shamir  to  make  physical  separa¬ 
tion  impossible. 

In  Israel’s  prehistory,  there 
were  periods  of  separation  of  fee 
two  national  communities,  de¬ 
spite  their  physical  intermingling. 
This  comes  out  in  the  fascinating 
series  of  lectures  on  the  history  of 
art  by  Dr.  GkJon  Ofrat  of  Bcza- 
leL  given  at  Bet  GavrieJ  at  Tze- 
mah.  In  their  ait,  the  early  Zion¬ 
ists  idealized  the  Arab,  rooted  in 
nature,  untainted  by  modern  civi¬ 
lization.  The  pastoral  beauty  of 
fee  Arab  village  was  typically  in 
fee  foreground  of  fee  view  of  fee 
KhmereL  Then  came  fee  distur¬ 
bances  of  1929  and  the  Hebron 
massacre,  and  the  Arab  became  a 
brooding,  threatening  imma¬ 
nence,  hovering  over  the 
countryside. 

The  early  outlook  on  coexis¬ 
tence  of  the  two  communities 
may  have  had  a  large  element  of 
myth. 

But  enchantment,  as  Bruno 
Bettelheim  maintained,  has  its 
uses.  In  politics,  it  takes  fee  form 
of  ideology,  and  it  is  what  we  lack 
today.  Perhaps  on  fee  way  to  re¬ 
alizing  some  viable  form  of  sepa¬ 
ration  between  fee  two  communi¬ 
ties,  we  will  discover  or  invent  fee 
myths  feat  go  wife  it 

It  is  not  easy.  Bettelheim  once 
declared  that  fantasy  is  much 
more  satisfying  than  flesh-and- 
btood  relationships  “because  you 
meet  a  much  better  class  of  peo¬ 
ple.” 


The  writer  is  a  legal  and  politi¬ 
cal  commentator. 


•  To  try  and.  overhaul  fee  WZO 
today,  before  the  fate  of  the  pro¬ 
cess  is  known  and  in  fee  midst  of 
fee  debate  about  it,  could  be  ru¬ 
inous,  especially  if  the  WZO 
chairman  is  strongly  identified 
wife  one  of  the  extremes  -  either 
left  or  right  -  in  the  existing  polit¬ 
ical  spectrum. 

The  task  today  -  and  it  is  a 
Complex  One  -  is  to  maintain  as  ■ 
much  unity  in  fee  Jewish  world  as 
possible.  Once  it  becomes  clear 
whether  the  peace  process  has 
succeeded  (as  one  hopes  h  will), 
or  whether  Israel  must  continue 
to  exist  in  a  state  of  perpetual  war 
and  growing  international  isola¬ 
tion  (as  it  did  from  fee  end  of 
1973  to  1991),  it  will  be  possible 
to  start  restructuring  relations  be¬ 
tween  Israel  and  the  Diaspora. 
And  that  will  be  either  within  the 
existing  framework  or,  more  like¬ 
ly,  within  a  totally  new  one. 

Under  the  circumstances,  of 
fee  two  Labor  candidates  to  head 
the  WZO,  Yehiel  Leket  seems 
the  more  suitable. 

Though  Leket  lacks  Burg’s 
flair  and  razor-sharp  wit,  his  long 
experience  within  the  WZO  and 
his  understanding  of  the  com¬ 
plexities  of  fee  current  situation 
qualify  him  to  steer  fee  Zionist 
ship  through  current  choppy  wa¬ 
ters  with  a  steady  and  determined 
hand.  And  as  long  as  fee  ship  is 
out  at  sea,  it  needs  such  a  band. 
Once  it  reaches  a  safe  haven,  its 
owners  (not  its  skipper)  might  de¬ 
cide  to  scuttle  iL 
Leket,  no  less  than  Burg,  is 
totally  committed  to  the  peace 
process  pursued  by  fee  Labor-led 
government.  Moreover,  he  has 
something  Burg  lacks:  fee  ability 
to  avoid  alienating  those  who 
hold  a  totally  different  position 
from  his  own. 

The  fact  that  be  is  identified 
wife  Prime  Minister  Rabin  and 
Avrabam  Burg  is  identified  wife 
Foreign  Minister  Peres  is  not 
what  should  decide  the  issue. 
^However,  given  Rabin’s  com¬ 
plicated  relations  wife  the  world 
Jewish  Jeadership  -  especially  in 
toe  US  -  it  would  cenainiy  be 
advantageous  having  a  man  fee 
Pooler  trusts  as  bead  of  the 


The  writer  is  a  political  scientist. 
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Never  Mind 

Reform 
Taxes?  Give 
Us  a  Break! 


Weekly  Review 


Printed  and  distributed 
in  Israel 

in  association  with 
The  Jerusalem  Post 


.  _ By  DAVID  E.  ROSENBAUM 

..  Washington 

.  i  ims  time  10  years  ago,  politicians  and  lobbyists 
throughout  the  capital  were  digging  their 
trenches  for  the  forthcoming  battle  over  re- 
r  wntmg  the  United  States  tax  code.  What  fol- 
"exl  tw0  years  was  one  of  ***  fiercest 

legislative  fights  in  this  century. 

hi  the  end,  against  heavy  odds  because  the  stakes 
a  “*  system  that  was  universally  seen  as 
aeously  complicated  and  inequitable  was  completely 
overhauled.  The  principle  behind  the  new  law,  one  that 
academic  authorities  had  advocated  for  years,  was  to 
Keep  rates  as  low  as  possible  and  to  allow  relatively  few 
deductions,  exemptions  and  other  exceptions. 

Tax  rates  were  cut  almost  in  half.  Tax  shelters 
were  virtually  eliminated.  Industries  with  large  dispar¬ 
ities  in  their  tax  treatment  were  put  on  a  more  equal 
footing  with  one  another.  Many  familiar  deductions  like 
those  for  credit-card  interest,  retirement  savings  and 
union  dues  were  abolished.  ■ 

But  despite  the  extent  of  the  change,  the  new 
system  was  quickly  accepted  in  the  towers  of  academe 
and  the  canyons  of  Wall  Street,  in  liberal  and  conserva¬ 
tive  political  circles,  in  accounting  firms  and  law  of¬ 
fices.  And  once  ubiquitous  tax  lobbyists  were  mostly 
forced  to  find  new  lines  of  work. 

Now,  it  looks  as  if  the  Tax  Reform  Act  of  1986  will 
be  unraveled  in  the  next  Congress. 

President  Clinton  and  Republicans  and  Democrats 
in  Congress  want  to  reinstitute  a  variety  of  new  tax 
breaks  —  not  because  they  think  this  is  good  tax  policy, 
but  because  they  think  it  is  good  politics. 

The  Only  Game  in  Town 

The  budget  rules  are  now  so  rigid  and  new  Govern¬ 
ment  spending  is  so  out  of  fashion  that  the  politicians 
had  to  look  for  a  new  way  to  pass  out  favors  to  people 
whose  votes  they  seek. 

“It  is  the  only  thing  available,”  said  Representa¬ 
tive  Robert  T.  Matsui  of  California,  a  veteran  of  the  tax 
war  a  decade  ago  who  is  now  a  senior  Democrat  on  the 
House  Ways  and  Means  Committee.  “You  can’t  spend 
money.  So  you  have  to  deal  in  tax  preferences.  You  have 
to  do  it  through  the  back  door.” 

Senator  Bill  Bradley, -Democrat  of  IJJew  Jersey,  the 
philosophical  godfather-ofjhe  198ft  law,  said;:“Pebp]e  " 
seem  to  think  that  if  they  spend  tlrrbtrgh'ih^  tax  code,' ■ 
it's  not  really  spending;  it’s  free.  That's  ludicrous.” 

President  Clinton  wants  to  give  families  with  in¬ 
comes  below  $60,000  a  year  a  $500  tax  credit  for  each 
child  younger  than  13.  He  would  allow  families  with 
incomes  as  high  as  $120,000  a  deduction  of  up  to  $10,000 

Continued  on  page  2 


Tax  Cuts:  Two  Ways 

Winners  and  losers  under  two  proposals  to  cut 
taxes  on  the  middle  class,  and  the  current 
situation. 

Family  income:" 


§  88  §§  8_§  8°-  fg  <p q" 
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THE  CUNTON  PROPOSAL 

Percentage  each  group's  . 
taxes  would  be  reduced.  . 


0.6%  a7%  0  7%  ■ 

03%  ■■■  ■§'  wm  °*3% 


Tiff  IttPOBUCAW  PROPOSAL 

Percentage  each  group's  taxes 
would  be  reduced,  under  the 
Contract  With  America. 


0J5%  S  | 


the  current  SITUATION 

percentage  of  aB  Federal  taxes  paid 
by  each  income  group.  Includes 
income,  payroll  and 
excise  taxes. 
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Libraiio  Romero/ The  Nr»' York  Times 


A  deep  belief  in  Christianity  is  expressed  by  worshipers  at  prayer  in  die  Roman  Catholic  Cathedral  in  Haiti’s  capital,  Port-au-Prince. 

In  a  Harsh  Land,  Faith  at  Christmas 


By  LARRY  ROHTER 

PORJ-AU-PRJNCE,  Haiti 

MUCH  more  than  at  any  time  in  recent 
years,  Haitians  have  good  reason  to  cele¬ 
brate  this  Christmas.  The  dictatorship 
that  subjugated  them  has  fallen,  their 
beloved  president-priest  has  returned  to  power  and 
hope  has  been  reborn.  But  religion  is  deeply  woven 
into  the  4abric  of  daily  Hfe-here^  so.  nftch  -so  that- 
even  buses teair<nAHieslike<< 'Trust  in  Ged'nor**God 
Katt*s."-To  a  degree  difficultlo  imagine  elsewhere, 
Haitians  testify  daily,  not  just  on  holidays  or  in  a - 
church  or  in  a  time  of  reborn  hope,  to  their  belief  in 
the  redemptive  power  of  faith. 

“Here  the  scope  of  religion  is  wider  than  in  the 
United  States  and  other  countries,”  said  the  Rev. 
Jean- Yves  Urfie,  a  French-bom  Roman  Catholic 
priest  who  lived  in  New  York  City  before  transfer¬ 
ring  here  and  becoming  a  colleague  and  friend  of 
President  Jean- Bertrand  Aristide.  “Maybe  in  the 
Middle  Ages,  France  was  just  as  religious  as  Haiti. 
But  the  question  is  whai  kind  of  religion  do  Haitians 
have?” 

The  modest  nativity  scenes  at  homes,  the  few 
drooping  pine  sprigs  on  sale  as  Christmas  trees,  and 
the  absence  of  a  holiday  crush  at  stores  this  month 
all  suggest  there  is  little  place  for  the  material 
trappings  of  Christmas  here.  Life  has  usually  been 
unrelentingly  harsh  for  the  people  of  Haiti,  which  is 
the  poorest  country  in  the  Western  Hemisphere,  and 
has  not  yet  improved  much  in  the  short  time  since 
American  troops  landed  in  September.  But  in  terms 
of  beliefs,  Haitians  have  a  rich  and  varied  canon  to 
choose  from. 

Missionaries  and  clergy  here  often  say  that 
while  80  percent  of  Haitians  are  Roman  Catholics 
and  20  percent  are  Protestants,  all  100  percent 
believe  in  voodoo.  Because  voodoo  by  its  nature 
blends  symbols  and  concepts  from  various  sources. 


In  their  privation,  Haitians 
draw  all  the  time  on  a  rich 
array  of  beliefs  available  in 
Christianity  and  voodoo. 


most  followers  do  not  even  consider  themselves 
members  of  a  separate  religion.  Instead,  they  look 
upon  themselves  as  faithful  Roman  Catholics  who 
simply  “serve  the  spirits”  and  are  trying  to  live 
morally  in  circumstances  that  are  often  difficult. 

Like  any  other  faith,  voodoo  offers  a  system  of 
beliefs  that  provides  both  meaning  and  solace, 
qualities  that  are  in  short  supply  in  the  hard  Haitian 
countryside.  When  a  child  succumbs  to  disease, 
parents  need  not  feel  guilt  if  they  can  ascribe  the 
death  to  a  loup  garou,  the  werewolf  that  is  believed 
to  prey  on  the  blood  of  babies.  If  a  farmer's  crop 
fails,  he  may  interpret  that  as  a  sign  of  displeasure 


MBRgieSirbrr 

In  Plaine  du  Nord,  Haiti,  an  animal  is  slaughtered  as  a  gift  to  the  gods  during  a  voodoo  ceremony. 


of  a  loa,  or  spirit,  rather  than  the  result  of  a  lack  of 
water  or  fertilizer. 

Though  Christianity  has  traditionally  regarded 
voodoo  with  hostility,  that  has  been  changing  in 
recent  years,  at  least  among  members  of  the  clergy 
who  consider  themselves  part  of  the  progressive 
wing  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  Instead  of 
official  campaigns  of  extermination  like  those  car¬ 
ried  out  well  into  the  1950’s,  some  priests  have 
incorporated  voodoo  drumming  and  language  into 
the  mass  and  stressed  doctrinal  similarities  be¬ 
tween  the  two  creeds. 

“1  do  not  consider  voodoo  to  be  an  antagonist  or 
an  enemy  of  the  Christian  faith,”  but,  rather,  a  vital 
expression  of  “a  society  close  to  nature,  black  and 
Haitian,"  Father  Aristide  wrote  in  his  autobiogra¬ 
phy,  “Every  Person  Is  A  Person,”  published  in  1992. 
“In  the  veins  of  voodoo  flows  a  blood  that  is 
Christian.  The  two  are  complementary  in  their 
oppositioaxo  eviL" 

Protestants,  whose  numbers  are  growing,  have 
a  more  complex  relationship  with  voodoo.  “A  good¬ 
ly  number  of  our  converts  come  to  us  not. because 
they  no  longer  believe  in  voodoo,  but  because  they 
believe  our  magic  is  stronger,”  one  American  mis¬ 
sionary  who  has  worked  in  rural  Haiti  for  nearly  a 
decade  conceded  reluctantly.  “Some  of  them  are 
churchgoers  by  day,  but  still  go  to  the  voodoo 
temples  at  night  because  they  want  the  extra  pro¬ 
tection.” 


■  But  for  the  average  Haitian,  especially  those 
who  live  in  the  countryside,  voodoo  does  more  than 
play  a  spiritual  foundation,  in  the  absence  of  an 
effective  and  impartial  government  apparatus,  it 
also  provides  an  alternative  system  of  justice. 
Witbout  having  to  resort  ro  the  police  or  the  courts, 
which  are  seen  as  unreliable  or  worse,  transgres¬ 
sors  ‘are  punished  by  the  community,  acting 
through  the  houngan,  or  voodoo  priesL 

“The  poor  man,  the  peasant,  knows  he  can  get 
no  justice  in  the  courts,”  Aboudja,  a  voodoo  scholar 
and  drummer,  explained.  “The  judge  and  the  law¬ 
yers  speak  French  and  work  for  the  rich  and  scorn 
him.  So  he  turns  to  voodoo  for  a  solution." 

Zombies  Have  a  Role 

In  that  context,  legends  such  as  that  of  the 
zombie  function  not  as  fodder  for  some  Hollywood 
horror  movie  but  as  a  valuable  tool  for  maintaining 
social  order.  To  a  Haitian  peasant,  being  trans¬ 
formed  into  a  zombie  is  a  fate  worse  than  death 
because  it  means  eternal  slavery  instead  of  return¬ 
ing  to  Guinee,  the  ancestral  African  homeland  of  the 
souL  In  his  book  “The  Serpent  and  the  Rainbow,” 
Wade  Davis  notes  that  zombies  are  hot  random 
victims  of  sorcery,  but  those  Who  are  being  pun¬ 
ished  for  crimes  such  as  “any  action  that  unjustly 

Continued  on  page  4 
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Reporters  can’t  see  the 
Bosnian  war. 

■ By  Roger  Cohen 
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Ideas  &  Trends 

In  Bosnia,  the  War 
That  Can’t  Be  Seen 


By  ROGER  COHEN _ 

Zagreb.  Croatia 

The  Bosnian  war  is  increasingly  in- 
visible.  Its  most  recent  cnses,  at 
Bihac  in  western  Bosnia  and  Gorazde 
in  the  east,  have  had  enormous  reper¬ 
cussions  around  the  world,  but  the  two  small 
towns  themselves  have  remained  lost  m  the 
fog  of  second-hand  reporting.  Western  jour¬ 
nalists,  almost  without  exception,  have  been 

U"£e  SS  ftreubhng.  and  the  reports 

sometimes  baffling.  Serbian  forces  advance 
and  advance  and  advance  across  towns >  you 
can  drive  through  in  rive  minutes.  Villages 
are  taken,  then  retaken  by  the  same  army  a 
few  days  later.  Casualty  figures  swmg  wild- 
ly  reported  by  local  witnesses  who  may  be 
hunkered  down  in  their  basements  or  dis¬ 
tant  from  the  scene. 

The  precise  locality  of  photographs  is 
often  vague.  Television  crews  plead  for 
“bang-bang  pictures"  from  commanders 
not  above  a  touch  of  stage  management 
The  bizarre  situation  thus  created  in  Bos¬ 
nia  is  that  journalists’  access  to  information 
stands  in  inverse  proportion  to  the  volume 
of  sophisticated  gear  they  carry  around  to 
communicate  what  they  know.  The  very 
possibility  of  instantaneous  and  worldwide 
transmission,  it  seems,  has  made  the  facts 
chat  much  more  politically  explosive  and  so 
that  much  more  necessary  to  conceal. 

The  Usual  Reasons 

Of  course,  there  have  been  attempts  to 
limit  or  censor  reporting  in  most  wars.  The 
Pentagon  set  strict  standards  for  the  gulf 
war  that  provoked  the  ire  of  many  editors. 
But  concern  over  divulging  military  infor¬ 
mation  has  usually  been  the  main  consider¬ 
ation  behind  the  constraints. 

In  Bosnia,  where  attempts  to  manage  and 
manipulate  the  press  are  now  accorded  as 


much  importance  Muslims  and  Serbs  as 
maneuvers  on  the  battlefield,  the  concern  .s 
much  wider,  that  any  graphic  image  or 
report  could  shift  public  opinion  and  so 
public  policy.  Thus  does  information  be¬ 
come  suspect  and  the  journalist  dangerous. 

It  took  a  while  to  learn  this  in  Bosnia.  The 
war  was  chaotic  in  the  early  months  and 
more  treacherous.  But  there  were  few  re¬ 
strictions.  in  August  1992.  1  crossed  the 
Bosnian  border  from  Serbia  in  a  bus  full  of 
Serbian  volunteers  armed  to  the  teeth,  and  I 
followed  them  to  the  hills  overlooking  Sara¬ 
jevo:  telling  images  -  too  telling  for  today  s 
bureaucratic  and  intensely  media -conscious 
managers  of  the  war  in  the  Serbian  strong¬ 
hold  of  Pale  and  in  Sarajevo. 

The  responsibility  for  the  war  s  increas¬ 
ing  disappearance  from  view  lies  with  both 
sides,  but  particularly  the  Serbs,  and  with 
the  United  Nations,  for  its  apparent  com¬ 
plicity  in  this  exercise. 

Acutely  aware  that  a  strong 
can  affect  U.N.  sanctions  °r  NATO  s  ' 
the  Serbs  have  taken  tu  sealing  off  areas 


Muslims  and  Serbs 
alike  have  things  to 
hide  from  journalists. 


under  their  control.  The  United  Nations  has 
allowed  them  to  do  so.  The  Muslim- led  Bos¬ 
nian  Government  has  also  become  more 
restrictive,  limiting  access  to  advances  in 
central  Bosnia,  perhaps  out  of  concern  that 
its  image  as  victim  could  be  affected. 

When  was  a  reporter  last  in  Srebrenica, 
the  seething  and  Serbian-encircled^  Muslim 
enclave  in  eastern  Bosnia?  Or  in  i.iorazde. 
When  another  shell  hits  the  Bihac  hospital, 
what  does  that  really  look  like?  As  for  Zepa. 


Reports  from  Bosnis  have  been  murky  because  reporters  cannot  get  to  the  war.  In  Bihac.  Serb  soldiers  observe  Muslut.  posmon 


another  eastern  enclave,  no  western  report¬ 
er  has  managed  to  get  there  since  it  was 
surrounded  by  the  Serbs.  . 

At  the  end  of  the  Gorazde  crisis  last  Apnl. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Sir  Michael  Rose  took  to  berat¬ 
ing  the  Sarajevo  press  for  inflating  Muslim 
casualties  and  so.  he  claimed,  almost  pre¬ 
cipitating  World  War  III.  Why,  then.  I  asked 
him  would  he  not  put  a  handful  of  reporters 
into  one  of  the  U.N  helicopters  then  going  to 
the  town?  Oh  no.  he  replied,  that  would 
irritate  the  Serbs  and  cut  off  U.N.  access  to 
Gorazde.  When  1  suggested  he  was  kowtow¬ 
ing  to  the  Serbs,  he  got  angry. 

But  that,  in  essence,  is  the  United  Nations’ 
policy  toward  the  press.  There  is  scant 
evidence  that  General  Rose,  or  anybody 
else,  has  pressed  the  Serbs  to  allow  journal¬ 
ists  into  Muslim  enclaves,  and  on  no  occa¬ 
sion  has  the  United  Nations  taken  the  initia¬ 
tive  in  deciding  that  information  was  more 
important  than  the  Serbs'  objections. 

Announcing  last  week  that  journalists 
would  henceforth  be  allowed  on  United  Na¬ 
tions  flights  in  Bosnia,  Kofi  A.  Annan,  the 
United  Nations  under-secretary  for  peace 
operations,  said:  "Peacekeeing  operations 
in  particular  depend  for  their  support  on 


widespread  public  awareness  of  the  con¬ 
flicts,  and  we  are  committed  to  doing  every¬ 
thing  we  can  to  facilitate  the  work  of  the 
media.”  Up  to  now,  however,  this  has  not 
been  the  case. 

In  the  Line  of  Duty 

Of  course,  it  is  not  the  United  Nations' 
business  to  do  journalists’  work  for  them.  It 
is  always  possible  to  try  to  circumvent 
restrictions,  by  walking  over  a  mountain 
and  across  a  from  line,  for  example.  But  in  , 
this  conflict,  where  such  courage  has  not 
generally  been  lacking,  46  journalists  have 
been  killed  —  far  more  than  in  Vietnam. 

Journalists  have  been  dirfectly  targeted, 
particularly  by  the  Serbs,  who  think  they 
are  biased  against  them.  Last  month,  Luc 
Del  aha  ye  of  the  Magnum  photo  agency  and 
a  colleague  were  picked  up  by  the  Serbs  just 
north  of  the  Bihac  pocket.  They  were  held 
for  two  days,  kicked,  punched,  doused  in 
cold  water  in  freezing  rooms,  threatened 
with  death,  made  to  lean  against  walls  with 
their  entire  body  weight  on  their  heads  until 
they  collapsed,  kicked  again  and  repeatedly 
interrogated.  “Every  time  I  would  deny  that 
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t  was  a  sdv  for  the  Muslims  and  say  I 

worked  for  Magnum.  I  brac^  my«L  jr 

the  next  blow.’ '  Mr.  Del  aha  ye  sa  id-  You  say 
Se  w^J  -  Magnum  -  and  you  know  what 

“poF^gnum."  the  word  ■  ; 

could  easily8 be  substituted.  The  Muslim-led 
government  and  the  Serbs  not  used  to 

open  flow  of  information  after  five  decades 
IT  Communist  rule,  have  comemcreasmgly 
to  see  international  reporters  as  either  tools 

in  Bosaia  that  informatiofl  15 
under  attack.  In  another  bitter  conflict,  m 
Algeria,  24  journalists  have  been  killed  in 
the  last  two  years.  The  most  recent.  Said 
Mekbel,  the  editor  of  Le  Matin  of  Algiers, 
was  assassinated  by  Islamic  fundamental¬ 
ists  on  December  3.  In  his  last,  prophetic 
article,  he  wrote: 

“This  thief  who,  at  night,  hugs  the  walls  as 
he  walks  home,  is  him.  This  father  who 
recommends  to  his  children  never  to  men¬ 
tion  his  profession  is  him.  This  vagabond 
who  does  not  know  where  to  spend  the-mgm 
is  him.  This  man  who  swears  he  will  not  die 
with  his  throat  cut  is  him..  He  is  ail  these 
things,  and  he  is  only  a  journalist” 
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to  help  offset  college  tuition  expenses  or  the 
cost  of  other  education  or  training  after  high 
•school.  And  he  wants  much  more  generous 
treatment  of  tax-favored  savings  accounts 
called  individual  retirement  accounts. 

His  proposals  are  modest  compared  with 
those  of  the  Republicans  who  will  be  control¬ 
ling  Congress.  In  addition  to  a  $500  tax 
credit  per  child  (for  families  with  incomes 
up  to  $200,000)  and  more  generous  I.R-A.'s, 
the  “Contract  with  America"  signed  by 
most  House  Republicans  calls  for  these  tax 
breaks  : 

«IA  lower  tax  rate  for  capital  gains  —  the 
profit  from  the  sale  of  investments  —  and  an 
elimination  of  taxes  on  any  part  of  proflt  due 
solely  to  inflation. 

OTax  credits  for  adoption  expenses  and 
the  cost  of  caring  for  elderly  dependents. 

«1A  reduction  of  the  so-called  marriage 
penalty,  the  additional  tax  some  working 
couples  owe  simply  because  they  file  joint 
returns. 

9A  repeal  of  last  year’s  tax  increase  on 
middle-  and  upper-income  Social  Security 
beneficiaries. 

4New  tax  breaks  for  life  insurance  and 
for  insurance  covering  the  cost  of  nursing 
home  care. 

•QMore  favorable  tax  treatment  of  busi¬ 
ness  investment  in  plants  and  equipment 

«IAn  increase  in  the  size  of  estates  not 


With  spending  out  of 
fashion.  Democrats 
and  Republicans  need 
another  way  to  reward 
their  friends. 


subject  to  Federal  tax. 

Other  politicians  have  also  put  forward 
what  they  call  middle-class  tax  cuts.  Repre¬ 
sentative  Richard  A.  Gephardt  of  Missouri, 
who  will  be  the  House  Democratic  leader  in 
the  new  Congress,  has  proposed  a  tax  credit 
of  $300  to  $600  for  each  child  in  families  with 
annual  incomes  up  to  $75,000.  Senator  Phil 
Gramm,  a  Republican  from  Texas,  wants  to 
double  the  exemption  for  dependent  chil¬ 
dren,  to  $5,000  from  $2,500,  for  families  with 
incomes  up  to  $124,000. 

Tax  credits  reduce  dollar  for  dollar  the 
amount  of  taxes  owed.  So  a  $300  tax  credit 
saves  the  taxpayer  $300.  Exemptions  and 
deductions  are  subtracted  from  income  be¬ 
fore  taxes  are  calculated.  This  means  they 
are  more  beneficial  to  affluent  taxpayers  in 
higher  tax  brackets. 

For  instance,  an  extra  $2,500  exemption, 
as  proposed  by  Senator  Gramm,  would  save 
someone  in  the  15  percent  tax  bracket  $375 
(15  percent  of  $2,500)  and  someone  in  the  31 
percent  tax  bracket  $775. 

This  is  one  reason  why  some  tax  experts 
oppose  the  Clinton  proposal  that  would  pro¬ 
vide  a  deduction  of  up  to  $10,000  for  college 
tuition  costs.  “It  is  an  upside  down  subsidy." 


said  Robert  S.  McIntyre,  director  of  Citizens 
for  Tax  Justice,  a  research  institute  spon¬ 
sored  largely  by  labor  unions.  ■'You  would 
be  giving  $2,800  to  a  family  that  makes 
$100,000  and  sends  the  kid  to  Harvard,  and 
only  $600  to  a  family  making  $40,000  whose 
kid  goes  to  State  U.” 

Spare  Change 

According  to  calculations  by  the  profes¬ 
sional  staff  at  the  Treasury  Department, 
which  are  not  seriously  disputed  by  Republi¬ 
cans,  the  President’s  proposals  over  ail 
would  cost  the  Government  $60  billion  in  lost 
revenue  over  the  next  five  years.  The  tax 
reduction  elements  of  the  Republican  con¬ 
tract  would  cost  nearly  $200  billion  over  that 
period. 

But  as  large  as  those  sums  sound,  the 
money  would  be  spread  so  thin  that  no  one 
would  get  a  windfall.  For  example,  under 
the  Clinton  plan,  a  couple  making  $50,000 
with  two  children  younger  than  13  would  get 
a  reduction  of  less  than  $20  a  week. 

The  biggest  tax  saving  under  the  Clinton 
plan,  according  to  the  Treasury’s  estimates, 
would  go  to  taxpayers  with  annual  incomes, 
between  $50,000  and  $100,000.  Taxpayers  at 
every  level  would  fare  better  under  the 
more  generous  Republican  contract,  but  the 
largest  saving  would  go  to  those  with  in¬ 
comes  above  SIOO.OOO. 

All  the  politicians  who  support  lax  cuts 
insist  that  they  will  be  offset  by  spending 
reductions,  but  they  have  not  said  exactly 
how  they  would  accomplish  that. 

Reducing  the  Federal  deficit,  the  overrid¬ 
ing  political  issue  last  year,  has  now  become 
as  passe  a  topic  in  the  political  debate  as, 
say,  the  question  of  whether  the  United 
States  should  tum  over  the  Panama  Canal 
to  Panama.  Republicans  want  a  constitu¬ 
tional  amendment  to  force  a  balanced  budg¬ 
et,  and  Democrats  orate  about  fiscal  respon¬ 
sibility.  But  all  the  emphasis  is  on  how  to 
offseL  tax  cuts. 

The  Clinton  Administration  denies  that  it 
wants  to  unravel  the  tax  reform  law.  “I’m 
not  saying  we're  not  moving  away  from  it," 
said  Leslie  B.  Samuels,  Assistant  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  for  tax  policy,  “but  I  don't 
think  it's  a  sea  change." 


‘Feel  Like  Crying’ 


But  those  with  the  biggest  political  stake 
in  the  1986  law  feel  differently.  Senator  Bob 
Packwood.  the  Oregon  Republican  who  was 
Finance  Committee  chairman  in  1986  and 
who  Will  regain  [he  post  in  the  next  Con- 
gress.  said.  “I  feel  like  crying." 

M?  QCe  blTaks  are  wriuen  into  the  code, 
Mr.  Packwood  said,  "getting  them  out  is  like 
prying  a  rock  out  ol  the  Rock  of  Gibraltar." 
Perhaps  the  most  daunting  prospect  is 

iohhvf«Jrai<?»r. tax  bUl  on  docket*  •b* 

SdSSTS.JH?"  C°me  0ul  01  h>bemation 
SJSJ"  peddl,n8 lheir  wares.  Before  long, 
the  tax  system  could  look  like  the  one  that 

W”iM?ne  away  with  in  ***  i»M-1980,5. 
Lawrm!*p^rU rv  nL*  movin8  a  tax  bill,"  said 
MS*? 5°nne11’  departing  chief 
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O-Eeeee-0!  Please  Ignore  This  Alarm 


By  FRANCIS  X.  CLINES 

AHWHArPd.hY0!  0r  BLEEP-boop 

^OoTa^WE^Vrc 

teryet  Ps«,1,0^nnCONG-nnGONCi  B«° 
per  Revlno.  ■  S,x‘tone’  12M«ibel  Vi- 

wur  anhS,1  ™0W,Programmable  50 11181 

.  theft  car  alarm  can  have  its  own 

SETT*  Maybe  the  first 

theWrpifwh-  °r the  Unny honks  ‘o Precede 
scribaWvI  °°PS'  f0l,0We<,  by  ^  ind*~ 
to  *f  l^C\°Uf  askings  that  seem 
,  81  hs,ener  -  alarmed  by  an 

to  IT*  n°1Se’  not  Property  theft  - 

to  resemble  a  throng  of  bleating  Munchkins 
announcing  that  the  sky  is  falimg. 

By  the  second  cycle  of  this  aural  can*. 

sS8rin«St  cyber™^c  Munchkins 

sound  close  to  the  narcissistic  truth  (“What 

about  my  needs!  My  stuff!  Mv  car!”)  it's 
clear  the  Viper  alarm  would  be  better 
Ch^ken  Little.  For  it  tattoos  the 
neighborhood  with  a  sound  that  serves  not 
so  much  as  a  summoning  of  law-abiders  as 
a  nonce  of  aggravation  that  good  neighbors 
have  learned  is  best  left  ignored. 

Caulif lowered  Souls 

Alarming  as  they  seem,  the  Viper  and  its 
many  competitive  noises  are  the  sounds  of 
America  s  anomie.  “I  have  been  awakened 
by  this,”  says  Sheldon  S.  Leffler,  a  New 
'fork  City  Councilman  from  din-ridden 
Queens,  who  rounds  frayed  as  a  man  in  need 
of  uninterrupted  sleep  as  he  proposes  the 
outlawing  of  all  car  alarms,  down  to  each 
squeak,  whoop  and  chirp.  “Did  I  rush  out¬ 
side?  No.  1  did  not,”  confesses  the  lawmak¬ 
er,  so  cauliflowered  of  ear  and  soul.  “These 
things  are  routine.  And  with  these  various 
permutations,  it's  definitely  not  music.” 

The  good  councilman  will  not  entertain 
my  citizens-arresl  proposal,  that  America’s 
growing  public  of  armed  children  be  enlist¬ 
ed  against  the  problem  in  the  name  of  anti- 
poilution.  The  9-millimeter  tads  could  be 
authorized  to  lock-and-load  and  spritz  all 
wayward  alarm  hearts  to  silence  in  behalf 
of  abused  taxpayers.  Perhaps  wear  their 
own  little  SWAT  windbreakers.  Use  the  two- 
handed  squat  firing  position  we  all  savor  on 
the  tabloid-TV  infotainments  where  the 
hammiest  among  the  Finest  re-enact  rare 
events  of  crime  prevention,  shouting 
“Freeze!”  in  lieu  of  “Yoicks!” 

"Selfishness  is  built  into  the  whole 
system,”  sighs  Mr.  Leffler,  gently  not  hear¬ 
ing  my  idea,  as  if  it  were  just  another 
munchkin  emanation  from  the  Viper  com¬ 
puter  chip.  "People  park  their  cars  blocks 
away  and  never  hear  their  own  alarms.*?-  ..  J 
But  the  rest  of  us  do.  So  much  so  that  the' 
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culture  has  become  a  deranged  tattling  of 
competing  alarms  in  which  the  operative 
question  is,  Which  can  be  ignored  first?  We 
sift  the  noise  passively,  wondering  not  so 
much  about  instant  public  safety  as  chang¬ 
ing  esthetics.  (Hark!  Is  that  passing  emer¬ 
gency  vehicle  actually  reproducing  the  old 
BEE-boo!  BEE-boo!  siren  of  mid-century 
European  cities?  A  frightening  sound,  in 
truth,  to  some  immigrant  citizens  even  50 
years  after  the  end  of  fascism.  Who  was 
klutzy  enough  to  program  that?) 

Sorry,  the  sounds  make  us  digress.  Let  us 
resolve  to  revel  darkly  in  them,  or  at  least 
memorize  the  latest  alarms,  the  better  to 
safely  ignore  them.  My  favorite  is  Back 
Talk,  from  the  same  ingenious  company. 
Directed  Electronics  Inc.,  that  produces  the 
Viper.  This  is  a  factory-programmed  toud- 
•sp^ker  System  iwith-a  SchiyarzeBtegger-'like 
'vofte  OT warding  befdretfie  car  dfarib  goes 


off.  "PERIMETER  VIOLATION!  STAND 
BACK!"  it  warns  gruffly  to  that  startled 
dog  and  pedestrian  who  may  be  wielding  a 
mere  pooper-scooper,  not  a  crowbar.  The 
voice  (actually  that  of  the  company  presi¬ 
dent.  Darrell  Issa)  firmly  counts  down  five 
seconds  to  allow  the  pedestrian  to  back  off 
from  the  system’s  adjustable  five-foot  pe¬ 
rimeter.  "TENK  YOU!" 

All  Bluff  and  Banter 

Neato.  Even  better  is  the  company's  inno¬ 
vation  to  tel  you  personally  record  warning 
messages  and  do  absentee  fantasies  of  the 
go-ahead-make-my-day  variety.  ("Pilgrim! 
This  is  Jason.  Sony  I'm  not  here  to  inter¬ 
cept  your  sorry  butL  But  fragments  of  your 
DNA  material  have  already  been  ingested 
-tfor  identity  analysis  in  the  feiP<Hifjhyay- , 
'  man,  Subsumer  feature 


you’re  coveting  in  your  overreachings  from 
the  underclass.") 

Some  rival  companies'  alarms  feature 
simply  a  woman's  recorded  screams  sud¬ 
denly  erupting,  shrill  as  Fay  Wray  watching 
Kong  tickle  the  curbside  Mercedes  like  a 
Tonka.  Or  just  plain  loud  bulldog  barks  and 
snarls,  too.  Customizing  can  increase  the 
decibel  shock  with  the  easy  addition  of  die- 
sel-truck  air  horns  to  the  car  alarm,  a 
brassy  touch  worthy  of-  Berlioz.  Or  the  car  ..  . 
horn  "can  be  cleverly  programmed  to  keep 
beeping  out  S-O-S  to  alert  the  many  sleeping 
apartment  dwellers  who,  'undoubtedly 
knowledgeable  in  Morse  code; would  want  to 
help. 

The  point  is  to  make  the  thief  move  along, 
not  necessarily  maintain  the  serenity  of  the 
rest  of  tK/JJhe  nation's  enormous  property- 
sec  urh  vrind  us  try  is  rife  with  false  alarms  £ 
tnat.epst'SnflUons  in  wasted  police  respohs-^ 
-2k 


Since  law-abiders  are 
victimized  by  errant 
security  systems,  why 
•  /  not  invent  a  bystander 
bypass? 


es.  A  bobbing  helium  balloon  left  from  an  - 
.  office  party,  or  even  a  spider  making  its 
non-felonious  rounds  has  been  known  to 
trigger  a  store’s  burglar  alarm  sensor  as  - 
easily  as  a  motorcycle  sparks  that  wailing 
chain  of  car  alarms.  NO  wonder  actual  thiev¬ 
ery  at  a  caterwauling  car  seems  like  an  act 
of  revenge  in  behalf  of  aU  suffering  listen¬ 
ers.  Sensitivity  dictates  that  we  withdraw  to 
a  level  where  we  can  mainly  scoff  at  that 
truck  backing  up  with  its  peep! -peep!  point¬ 
lessness. 

Go  Back  to  Sleep 

Some  alarm  companies  are  responding  to 
the  listening  public's  crankiness  with  refine¬ 
ments.  such  as  a  program  step  that  shuts  an 
alarm  sensor  off  for  an  hour  after  three 
false  starts.  So  far  there's  no  market  sign  of 
a  badly  needed  device,  let’s  call  it  Bystand¬ 
er  Bypass,  to  use  against  that  blithe  driver 
who  most  mornings  double-parks. outside  a 
Brooklyn  candy  store  as  he  gets  coffee  and 
newspaper.  He  slams  the  door  and  leaves 
the  alarm  yowling  unapologetically  for,  oh, 
two  minutes  of  noise  that  the  driver  is 
suspected  of  enjoying  as  a  kind  of  daily  ego 
inventory. 

Increasingly,  there  are  quieter  innova¬ 
tions  like  a  silent  pager  that,  sensing  jntni- 
sion,  alerts  the  car  owner  blocks  away  with 
the  canniness  of  the  Batmobile.  Or  the  de¬ 
vice  that  sends  silent  tracking  signals  for 
pursuing  police  tohomein  on;  or  an  ignition 
interceptor  that  blocks  internal  combustion  •  . 
itseif. 

Most  poetically  promising  of  all  the  new 
sounds. may  be  Piezo,  an  alarm  designed  to 
inflict  inner-ear  pain  on  the  thief  once  he  is 
/Inside  the  car.  A  very  shrill,  high-frequency 
device  that,  for  $25,  zings  a  malefactor's 
ears  right  from  under  the  dash  as  he  stoops 
to  hot-wire.  For  $35,  you  get  Superloud  Piezo 
to  double-zing  the  yegg,  to  really  box  his 
ears  as  if  he  were  some  mere  member  of  the 
listening  public,  one  of  the  spear  carriers  in 
the  great  American  opera  of  shrieking  for 
property  protection.  Listen,  all  progress  is 
:  relative;  at ‘this  rate  it  may  come  time  to 
wHispfer 


Making  Sense  of  the  Universe,  on  the  Fly 


By  LARRY  GONICK 


lil. 


its  just  over  a  year 

SINCE  THE  HUBBLE  SPACE 
TELESCOPE’S  OPTICS  WERE 
FIXED,  A  6001?  TIME  TO 
LOOK  BACK  AND—  REFLECT. 
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THE  TWO  BlG  COSMIC  QUESTIONS  OF  THE  MOMENT  ARE= 
HOW  FAST  IS  THE  UNIVERSE  EXPAN  PINE?  AND 
HOW  MUCH  MATTER  IS  THERE?  TO  FIND  the 
AEE  OP  THE  UNIVERSE.  YOU  NEED  ANSWERS  TO  BOTH. 
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THE  HUBBLE’S  RECENT  OBSERVATIONS  LED  ASTRONOMERS 
TO  ANNOUNCE  A  NEW  VALUE  FOR  THE  RATE  OF 
EXPANSION— A  RATE  SO  HIGH  \T  SEEMED  TO  MAKE  THE 
UNIVERSE  YOUNEER  THAN  SOME  OF  ITS  STARS 
BIG  NEWS!? 
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A  PARADOX?  POSSIBLY—  BUT  NOT  MANY 
REPORTERS  NOTED  THAT  THE  NEW 
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Ht  HUBBLE  ALSO  5 PLANCTARy 
tmJMf  ASTRONOMY.  ITS  SHARP  JWTOS 
HOT  ONLY  AEVAMCE  KNOWLEPSE,  BUT  ALSO 

IAKE  _ 

kT  BOCKS  A  pop,  we 
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BESIDES.  THE  AGE  ALSO  DEPENDS  ON  THE 
PENStry  OF  THE  UNIVERSE,  AND  NOBODY 
KNOWS  HOW  MUCH  STUFF  IS  OUT  THERE-ONLY 
THAT  THERE’S  MORE  THAN  MEETS  THE  EYE- 


A  CONSERVATIVE  SUGGESTION  IS  THAT  DARK 
MATTER  CONSISTS  OF  PIM  STARS  INVISIBLE  FROM 
EARTH.  THE  HUBBLE  MADE  NEWS -JUSTIFIED,  THIS 
TIME— WHEN  IT  FAILED  TO  FIND  MANY  OF  THESE 
SO-CALLED  RED  DWARFS. 


THIS  SENT  THE  THEORISTS  BACK  TO 
CHASING  EXOTIC,  MORE  RAPtCAL 
POSSIBILITIES.  \ 


AND  IT  CONFIRMED  RELATIVITY  THEORY 
BY  FINDING  THE  FIRST  CLEAR  EVIDENCE  OF 
6IANT.  ALL -SWALLOWING  BLACK  HOLES 
IN  SOME  GALACTIC  CORES- _ 

THAT  SUCKlNtS 
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.WHERE  CAN  VIE  tOOK 
PoRSOMfc 


IN  THE  MAIN 

.  mirror? 


ALL  THIS  BIG  SCIENCE 
COSTS  BIG  MONEY. 

THE  HUBBLE,  BY  FAR 
THE  MOST  COMPLEX 
OBSERVATORY  EVER- 
BUILT,  HAS  A  PROJECTED 
ANNUAL  BUDGET  OF 
AROUND 

million 

FOR  NEW~  EXPERIMENTS 
AND  EQUIPMENT 
UPGRADES. 
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THE  REPUBLICANS'  "CONTRACT-  CALLS  FOR  DEEP  CUTS  IN 
BASIC  RESEARCH  FUNDING.  BUT  THE. NEW  HOUSE  SPEAKER. 
LOVES  OUTER  SPACE.  SO  WHO  KNtyHS? 


PSST- Just  tell  wm 
You’re  studying  -me 
\M'MOQbi  SYSTEM.' 


lorry  Gorncfe,  author  of  “Cartoon 


t 


WEEKLY  REVIEW 


THE  NEW  YORK  TIMES.  SUNDAY,  DECEMBER  25,  1994 


The  World 


U.S.  Stays  Aloof  From  Russia’s  War  Within 


By  MICHAEL  R- GORDON 

Washington 

RUSSIA’S  pro-democracy  movement 

was  outraged  as  Moscow’s  troops 
tightened  their  grip  around  Grozny 
.last  week.  But  the  Clinton  Adminis¬ 
tration,  which  says  it  shares  the  goals  of  the 
democracy  advocates,  all  but  blessed  presi¬ 
dent  Boris  N.  Yeltsin's  efforts  to  bring  the 
breakaway  Chechen  republic  to  heel. 

The  Russian  military  campaign  there 
barely  rated  a  mention  when  Defense  Secre¬ 
tary  William  J.  Perry  met  in  Moscow  on 
Dec.  16  with  Gen.  Mikhail  Kolesnikov,  the 
chief  of  Russian  general  staff,  to  talk  about 
Bosnia  and  NATO  issues.  And  after  his  trip, 
Mr.  Perry  repeated  the  Administration’s 
line,  that  Russia’s  handling  of  Chechnya 
was  an  internal  affair,  though  one  Washing¬ 
ton  hoped  would  involve  a  minimal  amount 
of  bloodshed. 

“Provided  it  is  not  destabilizing  beyond 


The  Administration 
says  it’s  on  the  side  of 
Russian  democracy 
advocates.  Some  of 
them  seem  to  disagree. 


the  scope  of  chat  activity,”  Mr.  Perry  added, 
“I  do  not  see  it  as  affecting  our  desire  to 
have  a  pragmatic  partnership  with  Russia.” 

To  be  sure,  there  are  serious  threats  to 
American  security  and  the  fate  of  the  Che¬ 
chen  republic  is  not  one  of  them.  But  while 
Chechnya  may  be  a  Russian  matter  in  legal 
terms,  there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  purely 
internal  matter  in  an  age  of  satellite  broad¬ 
casts.  Television  has  carried  pictures  of 
Russia's  almost  random  air  strikes  against 
civilians  in  Grozny  to  Moscow  and  beyond. 

Letting  It  Ride 

By  the  end  of  the  week,  the  Clinton  Admin¬ 
istration’s  detachment  was  beginning  to 
look  like  indifference.  And  it  found  itself  in 
the  odd  position  of  tacitly  supporting  a  mili¬ 
tary  action  opposed  by  a  majority  of  Rus¬ 
sians,  including  pro-democracy  supporters. 
Parliament,  Russian  human  rights  support¬ 
ers  —  even  many  in  the  military. 

Just  as  the  Bush  Administration  initially 
put  its  bets  on  one  man  —  PresidenUVIikhail 
S.  Gorbachev  of ‘the- "Soviet ■  the 

Clinton  Administration  seemed  to  be  cast¬ 
ing  its  lot  with  President  Yeltsin  come  what 
may. 

Defending  their  hands-off  approach.  Ad¬ 
ministration  officials  say  the  Chechnya  cri¬ 
sis,  while  a  compelling  humanitarian  story, 
is  only  a  smaller  part  of  a  larger  puzzle. 

The  United  States,  they  said,  is  concerned 
first  and  foremost  with  the  security  of  the 
nuclear  stockpile  in  the  former  Soviet  Union 
and  with  encouraging  continued  political 
and  economic  reforms  there. 

Both  objectives  hinge  on  Russia’s  ability 
to  avoid  civil  strife  and  on  Washington’s 
ability  to  maintain  a  good  working  relation¬ 
ship  with  the  Russian  Government 
To  that  end,  the  White  House  has  gone  out 
of  its  way  to  try  to  ease  Russian  suspicions 
about  the  West,  favoring  a  go-slow  approach 
on  expanding  NATO.  Meanwhile,  the  Penta¬ 
gon  has  sought  to  strengthen  ties  with  Gen. 
Pavel  5.  Grachev,  the  Russian  Defense  Min¬ 
ister  and  the  architect  of  the  military  cam¬ 
paign  against  Chechnya,  and  other  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Russian  high  command. 

For  Washington,  the  Chechnya  crisis  has 
been  seen  as  a  threat  to  the  relationship  the 
Administration  is  trying  to  build  with  the 
Yeltsin  Government. 

But  while  the  Administration  may  view 
Chechnya  as  a  distraction  from  the  main 


Russian  attacks  on  Chechnya  have  been  opposed  by  democracy  advocates  while  the  Clinton  Administration  has  been  circumspect.  RussiaiiSOldicnrWtside  Grozny.. 


•  event,  it  has  proven  to  be  too  large  to  be 
ignored. 

Dimitri  Siroes,  the  head  of  the  Nixon 
Instititute  on  Peace  and  Freedom,  said  the 
'  Administration  should  have  handled  the 
Chechnya  affair  differently. 

It  shoidd have  told  the  Russians  that  while 
Chechnya  was  .indeed  an  internal  affair, 
there  are  political  realities  in  the  West  as 
well,  Mr.  Simes  argued;  A  more  conserva¬ 
tive  Congress  —  one  less  sympathetic  to 
Russia  r— is  about  to  take  power  in  gashing-, 
.ton.  And  images  of  Russia  bombers  and' 
tanks  blasting  civilians  will  be  long  remem¬ 
bered  when  the  Administration  seeks  the 
support  of  lawmakers  for  aid  to  Russia  and 
new  joint  American-Russian  projects.  That 
son  of  argument  would  have  allowed  the 
Clinton  Administration  to  respect  Russian 
sovereignty  while  encouraging  military  re¬ 
straint,  Mr.  Simes  said. 

Shift  in  Tone 

But  the  Administration's  response  to  the 
crisis  appears  instead  to  be  reactive  and 
aimed  in  part  at  public  opinion  at  home. 
Only  when  the  Russian  military  stepped  up 
its  air  strikes,  and  charges  of  human  rights 
abuses  were  leveled  by  Russian  officials, 
did  the  Clinton  Administration  begin  to  shift 
the  tone  of  its  comments,  and  even  then  its 
response  was  tepid. 

On  Friday,  the  State  Department  took 
note  of  complaints  by  Sergei  Kovalev,  head 
of  the  Russian  President's  commission  on 
human  rights. 

"We  will  be  following  this  up  with  the 
Russian  Government  in  order  to  evaluate 
the  facts,”  said  a  State  Department  spokes¬ 
man,  David  Johnson.  “Respect  for  funda¬ 
mental  human  rights  has  been  and  will 
continue  to  be  a  basic  precept  of  U.S.  policy 
toward  Russia.” 


Defying  the  Skies  in  Chechnya 


Faith  at  Christmas 
In  a  Harsh  Land 


By  MICHAEL SPECTER 

GROZNY.  Russia 

SOM  E  of  the  worst  people  in  the 

world  live  in  this  city;,  murderers, 
thugs,  drug  dealers  ‘and  thieves, [ 

On  bomb-cratered  streets,  stolen  Merce¬ 
deses  and  BMW’s  still  have  their  Mos¬ 
cow  license  plates.  Last  week,  new  Vol- 
vos  were  going  tor  $3,000.  Molotovcock- 
tails  are  stacked  in  the  pantry  of  one  of 
the  city’s  only  functioning  restaurants. 

But  anyone  who  looks  at  Chechnya  and 
just  sees  a  bunch  of  gangsters  isn’t  look¬ 
ing  very  hard.  There  is  an  honesty  and 
sincerity  among  the  people  here  that  dis¬ 
appeared  from  che  cash-crazed  streets  of 
Moscow  a  long  time  ago. 

Where  in  Moscow  rudeness  is  common 
at  the  quietest  of  times,  here  people  will 
risk  their  lives  for  strangers  they  are 
never  going  to  see  again.  In  Moscow,  po¬ 
litical  freedom  seems  to  mean  the  right 
to  scream  at  people  in  Parliament.  Here 
it  means  independence. 

As  with  so  many  other  people  in  this 
pan  of  the  world  —  people  in  Armenia 
and  Azerbaijan  until  recently,  people  in 
Tajikistan  and  Siberia  now  —  the  Che¬ 
chens  have  been  trying  to  free  them¬ 
selves  from  the  clutches  of  imperial  Rus¬ 
sia  for  centuries.  Chechen  soldiers  have 
fought  superior  forces  every  time,  with 
daggers,  knives,  rocks,  even  poison.  They 
never  win  and  they  never  stop. 

THERE  is  a  cinematic  aura  to  ran¬ 
dom  deaih.  People  sit  on  rugs  that 
once  were  the  pride  of  the  Cauca¬ 
sus  drinking  tea.  Then  a  war  plane 
swoops  across  the  city  and  blows  away  10 
houses  in  Jess  lime  than  it  takes  u> start  a 
car.  Then  people  sit  on  the  rugs  again  and 
drink  their  tea. 


The  city,  once  inhabited  by  400,000  peo¬ 
ple,  has  been  deserted  by  all  who  can 
leave.  It  is  often  people  of  Russian  na¬ 
tionality,  with  no  family  in  the  nearby 
mountains  to  rely  on.  who  are  now.  left,, 
behind  to  waitforjhe  bombs  to  falL  Chol¬ 
era  is  a  threat.  ffqat  is  a  luxury.  The  city 
hospitals  were  oh  the  verge  of  collapse- 
before  a  single  bullet  was  fired. 

And  if  there  is  a  future  under  Dzhok¬ 
har  Dudayev,  the  Chechens’  inflexibly- 
separatist,  bizarrely  brazen  leader,  it  is 
grim.  .  . 

But  so  are  the  alternatives.  “What 
Russia  doesn’t  understand  is  that  we  will 
do  whatever  it  takes  to  be  free,"  Abdul¬ 
lah  Idelbayev  said  last  week  as  he  stood 
with  tens  of  thousands  of  people  in  a  line 
stretching  37  miles  to  the  border  of  Dage¬ 
stan  to  protest  the  indiscriminate  bomb¬ 
ing  of  Grozny.  "Death  is  also  freedom." 


THAT  seems  messianic,  nihilistic, 
half-baked.  But  it  isn’t  strange  if 
you  understand  the  basic  fact  of 
modern  Chechnya,  captured  in  the  most 
striking  piece  of  sculpture  in  Grozny,  a 
huge  stone  fist  with  an  enormous  knife 
rsing  from  it  On  Feb.  23. 1944,  on  the  holi¬ 
day  that  was  then  known  as  the  Day  of 
the  Soviet  Army,  Josef  Stalin  ordered  ev¬ 
ery  single  Chechen  deported  to  central 
Asia.  More  than  half  a  million  were  dis¬ 
patched,  mostly  in  cattle  cars  where 
many  died  of  typhus  and  the  cold.  Only 
two-thirds  rerumed. 

"Everyone  remembers  the  day  they 
took  us  away,"  said  the  Chechen  Foreign 
Minister,  Yusef  Shamsudin.  “That  will 
never  happen  again." 

Despite  their  defiance,  the  people  of 
Grozny  are  generous.  If  they  have  a  loaf 
of  bread,  you  do,  too.  If  their  cars  have 
gas,  you  have  a  r  «de.  Although  one  would 
think  this  would  be  a  time  for  Russian 


'  residents  to  fear  die  wrath  of  their  neigh¬ 
bors,  there  has  been  not  a  single  report  of 
attacks  on'Russian  residents  by  aChe- 
chen  national: 

Although  almost  .every  man  of  fighting 
agefc the  &¥cagp&fisfjnany  weapons 
..  asLh^ean  grasp,  they  seem  »  shoot  only 
.  to-extinguish  the  Ughtstitat  their  compa¬ 
triots  failed  to  dim .  -  - ;  :  .  - 

WE  EPING  women  are  sup¬ 
posed  to  he  a  staple  of  war. 
But  last  week  it  seemed  as  if 
they  only  eried  in  disgrace  because  ihey 
were  unable  to  offer  . a  visitor  a  proper 
meal.  Pbor  people  here  don’t  think  about 
their  strategic  oil  pipelines  or  the  train 
tracks  through  the  region  linking  Russia 
with  the  Caspian  Sea.  They  don’t  care 
that  the  Russian  government  of  Boris  N. 
Yeltsin,  which  is  bombing  what  it  re¬ 
gards  as  a  Russian  city,  has  contended 
that  Chechens  are  blowing  up  their  own 
apartment  blocks  to  make  it  look  like 
Russian  atrocity. 

.  They  care  aboutzheir  families,  their 
jobs,  their  God.  At  night,  when  the  bombs 
aren't  failing,  this  Muslim  city  is  so  silent 
that  you  can  sometimes  bear  the  collec¬ 
tive  wail  of  men  in  prayer.  Vendors  at  the 
night  market,  lit  by  the  glow  of  a  single 
keroseneflame, still  sell  carrots 
drenched  in  garlic,  fragrant  Russian 
pickles  and  a  fear  other  odds  and  ends. 

But  time  and  food  are  running  out. 

"I  can  sit  at  home  and  get  killed."  said 
Lena  Rasponova,  who  was  bom  in  Mos¬ 
cow  but  has  lived  here  for  10  years,  as 
she  stood  by  her  produce  stand  about  200 
yards  from  the  Presidential  Palace.  "Or 
maybe  I  can  get  killed  here  doing  my  job. 
f  don’t  think  waiting  at  home  is  going  to 
make  me  safer  or  happier.  If  this  is  the 
way  they  want  me  to  die,  then  this  is  the 
way  I’ll  die." 
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Continued  from  page  1 

keeps  another  from  working  the  land.'.'  or 
“excessive  material  advancement  at  the 
obvious  expense  of  family  and  dependents.” 

The  houngan  can  also  function  as  a  physi¬ 
cian  or  psychiatrist:  at  least  one  well-known 
doctor  here  often  sends  his  patients  to  voo¬ 
doo  practitioners  when  conventional  West¬ 
ern  medicine  does  not  yield  satisfactory 
results.  “The  true  houngan  is  a  priest,  an 
extraordinarily  whole  person  who  channels, 
orients,  revives  and  gives  life  to  the  commu¬ 
nity’s  faith,”  Father  Aristide  wrote  admir¬ 
ingly.  “By  another  route,  he  has  acquired 
certain  psychological  intuitions:'  the  .psycho¬ 
analysis  he  practices,  in  his  own  manner, 
can  lead  to  healing.” 

With  Father  Aristide  back  in  power  after 
three  years  in  exile,  voodoo  promises  to 
enjoy  a  new  period  of  official  tolerance  and 
popular  acceptance  in  Haiti  The  same  Con¬ 
stitution  that  made  possible  his  election  also 
guaranteed  the  freedom  to  practice  voodoo, 
and  the  President  has  consistently  empha¬ 
sized  reconciliation  as  the  only  solution  to 
the  country’s  daunting  problems. 

It  was  in  keeping  with  the  Haitian  charac¬ 
ter  that  the  country  looked  to  a  priest  to 
deliver  ft  from  evil  and  that  Father  Aristide 
portrayed  his  renunciation  of  the  priesthood 


as  a  sacrifice  made  for  the  benefit  of  his 
people.  Though  he  left  the  priesthood  last 
month  under  what  his  friends  described  as 
intense  pressure  from  the  Vatican  and  Hai¬ 
tian  bishops,  his  followers  continue  to  call 
him  “the  little  prophet"  and  his  own  speech¬ 
es  are  still  laced  with  images  and  ideas 
common  to  both  Catholicism  and  voodoo. 

ReBgious  Terror  ' 

The  last  religious  figure  to  govern  Haiti, 
of  course,  was  the  dictator  Francois  "Papa 
Doc"  DuvaHer,  who  often  appeared  in  public 
dressed  as  the  voodoo  deity  Baron  Samedi 
and  brought  houngans  into  line  by  claiming 
be  was  the  Immaterial  Being,  voodoo's  su¬ 
preme  power.  Papa  Doc  used  voodoo  to 
terrorize  and  manipulate  the  population,  but 
the  roots  of  the  faith  run  so  deep  in  Haitian 
society  that  not  even  his  abuses  discredited 
it  or  weakened  its  hold. 

“The  difference  between  religions  now  is 
not  one  of  Catholicism  versus  voodoo.  Prot¬ 
estantism  or  atheism.”  Father  Urfie  said. 
“The  real  difference  is  between  the  people 
who  believe  that  the  poor  do  not  need  to  live 
in  misery  and  those  who  do  not.  The  dicta¬ 
torship  exploited  both  voodoo  and  Catholi¬ 
cism,  but  through  that  experience  we  may 
perhaps  reach  a  higher  level  of  faith.” 
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One  more  refugee:  a  woman  takes  her  belongings  from  a  bouse  destroyed  by  air  raids  in  Grozny. 
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The  Mexican  Miracle,  Apparently,  Was  Not  What  It  Seemed 


Ross  Perot;  trying  to  head  oft  the  North 
American  Free  Trade  Agreement,  warned 
that  if  the  accord  became  reality,  Mexico 
would  devalue  the  peso,  totting  low-price 
goods  flood  northward.  He  mayhave  been 
partly  right.  Mexico,  it  seems,  tried  mightily 
to  prop  up  the  peso,  but  las?  week  that  effort 
failed —failed  big.  The  peso,  already  weak¬ 
ening,  plummeted  when  M&xico  let  it  go  into 
free-fall  against  the  dollar.  $ome  costs  were 
quick :  banks  and  other  investors  lost  a  bun¬ 
dle.  And  some  will  stick  arouhd;  an  abrupt 
loss  of  confidence  in  the  new  President,  Er¬ 
nesto  Zedillo,  and  a  fear  of  new  economic 
chaos  in  a  nation  seemingly  getting  its  foot¬ 
ing.  So  how  did  the  Mexican  Miracle  take 
such  a  nasty  spin?  Perhaps  because  that 
miracle  was  kept  alive  more  on  hope  than  on 
basics.  The  tope  now:  a  new,  solid  beginning 
with  the  peso  at  a  lower,  more  stable  level. 


The  Financial  Times-Actuaries  world  index  for 
Mexico  expressed  in  dollars,  which  covers 
about  80  percent  of  Che  total  value  of  slock 
available  to  foreign  investors. 
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this  month  Ernesto 
Zedillo  Ponce  de  LeOn 
becomes  President. 


Carter  Plays  Softball 

Talk  about  the  sacred  and  die  mundane! 
jimmy  Carter,  hopping  about  the  globe  in  a 
crusade  for  world  peace,  last  week  offered 
his  services  in  a  surprisingly  humble  dispute 
—  one  in  which,  though  feelings  run  high,  no 
bloodshed  seems  likely.  Yes,  we're  talking 
baseball,  and  Mr.  Carter's  gesture  didn't  . 
seem  to  help.  Players  and  owners  have  so 
far  managed  to  erasers  sizable  business 
from  {he  American  map,  and  the  owners  just 
declared  an  impasse  and  decreed  a  salary 
cap— when,  that  is,  salaries  are  paid. 


this  week  The  Mexican  Govern¬ 
ment  abandons  its  efforts  to  defend 
the  peso  and  announces  that  it  will 
allow  the  peso  tcTfloat  freely. 


1993  I  .  1994 

Source:  DatBstraam.  Goldman.  Sachs  &  Company 


Listen  to  the  Children 

Think  of  "hand-held  electronic  organizers” 
and  you  naturally  think  of  sleek,  solemn, 
hyped-up  executives.  At  least  American 
companies  think  that  way;  in  Japan  they 
had  a  better  idea  -k  make  them  for  children. 
And  now  they're  a  Dig  hit  with  preteen-age 
girls  (the  boys  are  still  hooked  on  Sega  and 
the  like),  who  use  them  for  fortune-telling 
games,  or  to  create  computer-animated  vir¬ 
tual  pets,  or  perhaps  to  "whisper”  messages 
across  a  room.  Casio,  heeding  the  lesson,  has 
started  selling  kid-level  organizers  in  the 
United  States.  There’s  probably  a  lesson  ' 
here  for  Apple  Computer  and  its  Newton 
“personal  digital  assistant” :  The  children 
know.. 
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le  environmental 
,  President  Clin¬ 
ton 

°“f*  V.tle  and  retreat- 
ed  fro.  another.  He 
151,1  a,  “5f  effort  into 

rf°'n  dispute 
about  lo^g  ta  North. 

westfore5tShat  house 
the  fableaspb^i  ow^ 

and  the  Aon  motion 
cameupwthapoiaj. 
lowing  harvests  aNltu? 
than  a  fifth  of  80’s  tar- 
els.  And  last  week  a\ 

Federal  judge  ap-  \  l 
proved  the  plan.  At  the  sams^e,  interior 
Secretary  Babbitt  backed  do^itom  a  plan 
to  increase  grazing  fees  forpujjc  hods, 
leaving  the  issue  to  the  Republics.  Tin  vi- 
ronmentalists  jumped  hard  on  tfcs  oneivtith 
one  lawyer  predicting  that  Congn^s  woad 
“perpetuate  subsidies  for  welfare  owtov 


World  Markets/John  Tagl 

Italy  Awaits 


Rome 

IT  was  a  week  when  Italians  asked  them¬ 
selves  whether  they  should  be  watching 
politics  or  the  economy.  This  time,  the 
two  looked  more  inextricably  linked  than 
they  had  been  in  a  while. 

The  ill-starred  Government  of  the  tycoon- 
tumed-Prime  Minister,  Silvio  Berlusconi, 
was  pulled  down  on  Thursday  by  his  squab¬ 
bling  coalition  partners.  And  on  the  same 
day  that  Mr.  Berlusconi  handed  Presidtot 
Oscar  Luigi  Scalfaro  his  resignation,  the 
Governor  of  the  Bank  of  Italy,  Antonio  Fa¬ 
zio,  warned  Mr.  Scalfaro  of  a  worsening 
financial  situation,  one  marked  by  signs  that 
inflation  was  rising  again  and  that  interest 
rates  were  pressing  upward.  ' 

Yet,  as  Italians  braced  for  a  Christmas  of 
uncertainties,  the  stock  markeL  in  Milan 
posted  five  consecutive  sessions  of  recovery 
and  six  of  seven  over  all,  after  a  slide  that- 
had  seen  equity  prices  slip  more  than  25 
percent  since  May.  The  lira  was  holding 
steady,  if  not  gaining,  against  leading  cur¬ 
rencies  like  the  German  mark  and  Ameri¬ 
can  dollar. 

indeed,  signals  were  strong  that  foreign 
capital  was  flowing  back  into  Italy,  attract¬ 
ed  by  the  high  yields  of  Government  bonds 
arid  the  bargains  found  among  Italian  equi¬ 
ties.  Hie  strength  of  the  stock  market  was 
being  fueled  by  indications  from  industry  of 
a  nascent  but  strong  business  recovery. 


From  1992  10  1994,  ihe  two  Governments 
■'fore  Mr.  Berlusconi’s  had  taken  giant 
strides  toward  bringing  public  spending  un- 
de\  a  semblance  of  control  Scrapping  a 
rmiderous  system  of  wage  indexing  that 
pegfed  pay  increases  to  the  inflation  rate, 
theyprought  the  growth  in  Italy's  cost  of 
livin index  down  to  less  than  4  percent,  only 
slight*  above  the  European  average. 

IndAd,  Mr.  Berlusconi’s  short-lived  ad- 
ministnlion  struggled  to  maintain  the  mo- 
mentuni  cutting  $30  billion  from  the  budget 
deficit  ilia  1995  budget  bill. 

So  everlas  the  Government  was  tumbling, 
some  m«6r  investment  brokerage  firms 


A  Pentium  In  Time. . . 

It  was  fun  while  it  lasted  —  watching  the 
computer  types  debate  the  difference  be¬ 
tween  “perfect”  and  “99.989  percent ’per¬ 
fect”  (or  was  It  99.898?).  But  the  great  Pen¬ 
tium  drama  seems  to  be  over;  last  week  In¬ 
tel  blinked,  saying  it  would  gladly  replace 
those  flawed  chips.  Andrew  Grove,  Intel's 
president,  said  be  regretted  a  policy  that 
"seemed  arrogant  and  uncaring,”  and  the 
company  ran  large  ads  apologizing.  The  im- 

■  pact  on  Intel:  of  the  five  million  Pentiums, 
j  perhaps  a  million  will  be  replaced;  at  $100  a 
1  shot,  that  might  cost  Intel  $100  million.  Pret- 

■  iy  minor,  investors  thought,  as  the  stock  shot 
\  up.  The  impact  on  you  (if  your  computer  has 
•  a  Pentium):  call  (800)  628-8686  now,  and 

you'll  get  a  replacement,  though  it  may  take 
two  months.  Or  wait  a  decade  or  two — the 
offer’s  open-ended.  But  by  then,  of  course,  to¬ 
day's  computers  will  seem  like  a  musing  an¬ 
tiques.  . . .  Did  the  Pentium,  by  the  way, 
make  Intel  directors  and  executives  ner¬ 
vous?  Perhaps,  in  the  last  couple  of  months, 
as  the  crisis  was  unfolding,  eight  insiders 
sold  more  than  250,000  shares  (roughly  $15 
million  worth) ;  iniast  year's  fourth  quarter, 
they  sold  none. 

. . .  Windows  a  Bit  Late 

Just  half  an  hour  after  Intel  threw  in  the 
chip,  Microsoft  said  the  release  of  its  new  op¬ 
erating  system  would  be  delayed  yet  again, 
possibly  tffl  August  It’s  the  successor  to 
Windows  3.1  —  the  giant-killer  among  oper¬ 
ating  systems — and  when  it  appears,  it 
could  rake  in  $1  billion  in  sales  in  a  year.  But 
so  far  it’s  been  called  Windows  95 — not,  as  it 
-  turns  out,  the  greatest  name.  At  last  report, 
lno  delay  is  expected  in  the  onset  of  the  new 
year,  so  "we  may  have  to  rename  it,”  a  Mi-  •  . 
'i'i^reftoft  exfeSSth^saill-Swm^issT  ?fseems  * ' 
•  •  determine?! hj  get  trffiCWiw  * 

’•  ">rrTftL  Microsoft^  ^ares  tdcfiTai 


NtcheUe  v.  AgJns/The  New  York  Times 

Open  Gift,  Insert  Foot 

The  Christmas  gift  to 
clients  —  it's  usually  a 
cliche  so  tired  it's  snor¬ 
ing  on  arrival.  A  bottle 
of  Scotch,  perhaps  -r  or 
maybe  a  bottle  of 
Scotch.  But  now,  into 
this  imaginative  void, 
leaps  Raoul  Felder.  Af¬ 
ter  Mr.  Felder,  a  Man¬ 
hattan  divorce  lawyer,  dropped  a  knife  on 
his  foot  some  years  ago,  he  was  flooded  with 
slippers  of  sympathy — 150  pairs,  which  he 
then  had  to  give  away.  Aha!  he  said,  and  a 
furry  Idea  was  bom.  This  year,  when  gift 
season  descended,  he  sent  out  200  pairs  of 
slippers  that  have  a  marked  likeness  to  Mr. 
Felder — hardly  surprising,  since  he’d  sent 
off  multiple  photographs  and  sketches  to  a 
slipper  importer,  which  in  turn  got  a  Chinese 
factory  to  do  the  deed.  With  stuff  like  this, 
who  needs  lawyer  jokes? 

'Liberal  Books  Don’t  Sell’ 

.  How  Newt  Gingrich's  reported 
contract  ranks  next  to  some 
recent  advances  for  book  deals. 
Some  figures  are  estimates.  All  figures  are 
in  millions  of  dollars. 
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Norman  Scwharzkopf  $5 
^.Johnson  Wpoy;. 

Sam  Walton  SA.r.^nirn: 

Bill  Gates  $2.5  Afflodaied  Press 


Taxj  Spend,  Cut,  Duck 

Robert  Byrd  hit  it  an  the  head  last  week. 
Gazing  at  the  jumble  of  tax  cuts  and  spend¬ 
ing  cutsaprouting  on  both  sidesof  the  aisle, 
Senator  Byrd,  the  West  Virginia  Democrat, 
called  it  all  “drag  racing”  tbit  would  end  in 
a  “demolition  derby.”  No  sooner  bad  Presi* 
dent  Clinton  leaped  for  the  tax-cut  wagon 
than  the  Republicans  yanked  it  from  under 
him,  saying  spending  cuts  would  have  to 
come  first.  Sure  enough,  the  next  day  Mr. 
Clinton  came  up  with  $24  billion  in  spending 
cuts,  nearly  half  of  it  from  the  Energy  De¬ 
partment  Newt  Gingrich  had  no  comment; 
“we  have  our  own  plan,”  his  press  secretary 
said.  - 


Newt  Gingrich  once  accused  House  Speaker 
Jim  Wright  of  fuzzy  ethics  concerning  sales 
of  a  book  Mr.  Wright  had  written  (and 
earned  $55,000  from).  Soon,  farewell  Mr. 
Wright;  five  years  later,  enter  Mr.  Gingrich. 
And  last  week  came  reports  that  Mr.  Ging¬ 
rich  had  signed  a  $4  million-plus  book  con¬ 
tract  with  HarperCoUins,  a  Murdoch  pub¬ 
lishing  house.  Representative  David  Bonier 
labeled  the  deal  a  “$4  million  Christmas 
gilt”  from  an  empire  that  includes  the  Fox 
network,  which  faces  a  regulatory  battle.  A 
spokesman  for  Mr.  Gingrich  called  Mr.  Bon- 
ior  “an  attack  dog.”  As  for  Mr.  Gingrich,  he 
said,  “Conservative  books  selL  I  can't  help  it 
il  liberal  books  don’t  selL" 


me 


out  of  a  Political  Crisis 


wereYjidiy  bullish,  betting  fMc-tiie  depar- 
ture  o*'4r.  Berlusconi  might  break  a  politi- 
cal  impcSe>  -perhaps  by  means  of  fresh 
electionsVter  i  brief  interim  Government 

Yet  this  Velmas  the  Italian  Treasury  set 
its  bond  sogdiie  for  the  first  quarter  of 
1995,  nominal interest  rates  on  bellwether 
Government  Wits  were  set  a  percentage 
point  higher  thenbjs  year’s. 

Mr.  Fazio,  ofV^  Italian  central  bank, 
reminded  his  couaymen  that,  given  the 
size  of  the  public  every  15  percent 
increase  in  interest -a  tes  raises  by  $22 
billion  to  $25  billion  the-xjst  of  servicing  the 
Italian  public  debt,  no\  a  staggering  $1.2 
trillion.  \ 

Some  analysis  were  c«,cemed  that  the 
political  crisis  would  un»rmine  Rome's 
resolve  in  fighting  inflation reducing  the 
budget  deficit,  thus  widemg  the  spread 
between  yields  on  Italian  an  overman  Gov¬ 
ernment  bonds,  the  Europeari^chmark. 

“We're  still  skeptical,"  saidpeter  Sulli¬ 
van,  an  investment  strategist!  Merrill 
Lynch  in  London.  “If  you  hai  a  stable 
Government  with  a  coherent  f&d  policy, 
say  with  a  four-year  plan,  you  gee 
bond  yields  go  down  250  to  300  basdipjnts.” 


Currency 

Last 

Wash 

Prior 

Week 

Yaa< 

Ago 

Japanese  Yen  100.13 
per  Dollar  ■ 

100.21 

110.60 

German  Mark  1.5790 
per  Dollar 

1-5730 

1.6950 

Canadian  Dollar  1 .3994 
per  U.S.  Doflar 

1.3918 

.  13255 

British  Pound  1.5450 
U.S.  Dollar  per  British  Pound 

1.5504 

1,5040 

Gold  $380.50 

Republic  National  Bank 

$378.60 

$386.00 

Currency;  Friday  NY  Close 


A  base  point  is  one-hundredth  of  a  per- 
,  cemage  point.  Yields  on  10-year  Italian 
bonds  are  now  more  than  450  base  points 
higher  than  those  on  German  bonds.  This 
would  favor  financial  service  companies, 
like  banks  and  insurers,  and  utilities;  both 
of  those  sectors  figure  strongly  on  the  Ital¬ 
ian  stock  markeL 

“We’re  in  an  early  phase  of  recovery  in 
Europe  and  so  capital  goods  are  attractive, 
things  like  chemicals  and  oil  shares,”  Mr. 
Sullivan  said.  "But  financials  and  utilities 
are  dominant  in  Italy,  and  that's  not  what 
you  want.” 

Indeed,  the  week’s  stock  market  recov¬ 
ery,  however  feeble,  was  led  by  industrial 
shares  like  the  auto  maker,  Fiat  S.pA,  and 
Ferruzzi  Finanziaria  S.pA.,  the  financial 
bolding  company  of  the  Montedison  chemi¬ 
cals  giant.  They  are  leaders  among  compa¬ 
nies  that  succeeded  in  boosting  sales  and 
cutting  their  debt  toad  in  1994. 


But  there  is  another  link  between  politics 
and  numbers.  Italy’s*  economy  was  borne 
aloft  in  1994  on  the  wings  of  its  export 
-  industries  whose  textiles,  automobiles  and 
foodstuffs  were  priced  very  favorably  be¬ 
cause  of  the  weak  Italian  lira,  which  drove 
the  surplus  in  the  balance  of  imports  and 
exports  in  the  first  11  months  to  $16  billion. 

Umberto  Bertele,  a  management  profes¬ 
sor  at  the  Milan  Polytechnic  Institute,  said 
that  industry's  ability  to  cash  in  on  the- 
k  currency  bonus  was  caused  in  large  part  by 
-product  development  and  .cost  cutting 
Achieved  before  1992,  when  a  heavily  Dver- 
Ptoed  lira  forced  Italian  companies  to  im- 
Pr<ve  their  competitiveness. 

“ty  concern  is  that  by  maintaining  over 
^ng-term  exchange  rates  such  a&  we 
have  ^present,  you're  going  to  send  signals 
toatle^t  part  of  industry  that  this  relative 
facility. wq  continue,”  he  said. 

Now.  though,  a  cheap  lira  means  that 
Italian  promts  virtually  sell  themselves. 

“I  fear  tbit  without  an  exchange  rate 
stimulus,”  Prtfessor  Berteto  added,  "indus¬ 
try  will  suffer .  fallback.”  ■ 
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A  Christmas  Reversal 


To  the  Editor: 

"while  Congress- "Remains  Silent, 
Health  Care  Transforms  Itself 
(f  earn  page,  Dec  18)  quotes  Kenneth 
S.J  AbramowUi,  a  market  analyst, 
who  likens  health  care  to  products 
such  as  "hotel  rooms  and  toothpaste 
and  automobiles."  Calling  the 
growth  of  health  maintenance  or¬ 
ganizations  “the  corporatization  of 
health  care,"  Mr.  Abramowitz  asks, 
"Whatis  wrong  with  that?"-  As  his 
own  analogy  suggests,  a  Iol 

This ^_eorpo rat izat Lon  is  widely 
-seen'  as  a  way  to  bring  market  effi¬ 
ciencies  to  health  care.  However, 
besides  health  .care,  there  is  no 
realm  of  the  economy  in  which  peo¬ 
ple  buy  products  by  paying  an  insur¬ 
ance  premium.  There  is  a  good  rea¬ 
son  for  this:  an  insurance  compa¬ 
ny's  primary  interest  —  profit  —  is 
best  served  by  minimizing  payments 
to  policyholders. 

No  one  would  willingly  cede  the 
ability  to  rent  the  hotel  room  he  or 
she  wants  or  to  buy  the  car  or  tooth¬ 
paste  he  or  she  prefers  to  an  insur¬ 
ance  company  or  any  third  party.  To 


.  rw^mh^T-  iMO  an  years  after  Charles  did  not  catch  on  until  the  19th  century.  Princess  i  paSte  he  or  she  prefers  to  an  insur-  cal  care.  'fL 

Dickens^f"A  ofristm^roV was  first  published.  Helene  of  Mecklenberg  I  ance  company  or  any  third  party.  To  Cambridge,  ft5-.  “■ 

SSS&ZSZSgSXtSZ  I  Light  Can  Cire  That  W to 

a  rootless  and  lifeless  corpse."  tree  at  Windsor  Castle.  All  England  soon  followed. 

On  its^Gerrnan  origins  we  were  not  mistaken.  The  19th  century  origins  of  U.S.  Christmas  tree 

unless  scholarly  readers  insist  on  examining  the  mania  are  uncertain.  Some  credit  a  German  profes- 
pagan  roots  of  the  festal  use  of  greenery  at  the  sor  at  Harvard  named  Charles  Follen,  who  began 
winter  solstice,  including  the  various  forms  of  Sat-  setting  up  Christmas  trees  every  year  for  his  son  at 
urnalia,  and  Celtic  and  Nordic  tree  warship.  his  home  in  Cambridge.  Mass.,  in  1832.  Others  credit 

There  is  general  agreement  on  the  first  pub-  an  Q^io  clergyman.  In  the  1850’s  Franklin  Pierce 
lished  report,  which  dates  from  1605  in  Strassburg,  introduced  the'  first  Christmas  tree  to  the  White 
where  people  are  said  to  have  set  up  Christmas  House.  In  1891  Benjamin  Harrison  put  up  a  tree  and 

trees  in  their  parlors.  As  to  the  German  tradition  even  sui(cd  Up  as  Santa  for  his  grandchildren, 

and  its  beginnings,  legends,  abound.  One  holds  that  Along  about  the  turn  of  the  century  America’s 

Martin  Luther,  entranced  one  Christmas  Eve  by  the  |OWns  and  cities  began  putting  up  trees  in  their 
beauty  of  a  forest  scene,  cut  down  a  small  fir  tree.  put»iiC  squares  for  all  the  world  to  see  (America's 
brought  it  home  to  his  wife  and  children  and  put  t  0f  lt  anyway).  In  1909  Pasadena,  Calif.,  deco- 
lighted  candles  on  it  to  recreate  what  he  had  seen  ^  Moum  Wilson  Lighledi  tinseled  ^ 

wht^Stw^b^m  V  aiTy  ^  glorious,  it  thrilled  the  local  citizenry.  Two  years 

^^other  legend°concems  St.  Boniface,  who  con-  ^  New  York  City  got  its  own:  a  60-foot  balsam 

verted  the  Germans  to  Christianity.  It  is  said  he  f,r  ‘"Madison  .S.qUfa/Tcff,rk" .  f  .  . 
interrupted  a  traditional  druidic  midwinter  feast  by  Today  the  United  States  is  forested,  from  sea  to 

cutting  down  a  sacred  oak,  out  of  which  sprang  a  shining  sea,  with  Christmas  trees.  Some  are  giants, 

young  fir  tree.  The  saint  then  offered  the  tree  to  the  some  are  the  vegetable  equivalent  of  the  runt  of  the 

people,  telling  them  to  take  such  trees  into  their  litter  and  all  of  them  —  in  ways  that  have  more  to  do 

homes  and  celebrate  there,  rather  than  indulge  in  with  emotions  than  with  esthetics  —  are  beautiful, 

woodland  revels.  It  is  now  our  pleasant  duty.  Ill  years  after  that 

The  Christmas  tree  came  to  America  before  it  first  grumpy  pronouncement,  to  declare  officially 

traveled  to  the  rest  of  Europe,  via  homesick  Hes-  that  the  Christmas  tree  is  not  a  passing  fad.  Nor,  if 

sians  who  had  been  employed  as  mercenaries  to  well  watered,  is  it  a  lifeless  corpse  —  at  least  not 

fight  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  But  as  in  Europe,  it  until  the  end  of  January. 


the  extent  that  health  care  is  a  prod- 

uct  like  any  other,  the  interests  of  To  Remains  Silent,; 

buyers  are* best  served  when  they  ‘^f^^fonns  Itself” 
can  make  choices  about  wbai  tbey  HeP1  o-c.  ig)  misses  a  salient 

buy  and  when.  But  health  care  is  not  Ja  page. ,Vec.W^  ^  p^rian 

a  product  like  any  other.  rj*\7n  for  decisions  made  by 

Society  expects  a  uniformly  bigh  isponsible company.  My 

standard  of  medical  care  to  be  avad-^e  “S^fLsaSyctuatrist  is  that 

able  when  it  is  needed.  Doctors  ^/greatest  fJ*r  *  ^me  to  my 

hospitals  may  be  criticized  for  Jay  a  suicidsd  ^  than  the 

tag  to  live  up  to  this  standard  V  office  and  need  mo  _  ^ows.  I 

every  case,  but  their  efforts  to  dy  managed  care  co^  but 

partly  account  .for  the  high  cos^  ^  petition  toe  <teas^ 
health  care  today.  L  company  may  no Mr*  ™ 

The  potential  sacrifices  of  sQ  the  patient  more metn. 
money  on  most  products  if  patients  shoul  iamtheone 

equivalent  to  those  of  saving/Jj  selves  or  anyone  els^I  cornDa. 

^1  care.  One  may  regrefaJP^  sued,  not  the  managed 

night  on  a  lumpy  bed  in  a  cig  wWl  .  ny.  Contracts  between  Brians  not 
room,  but  it  hardly  coraSca£ed  care  companies _and  PjW. 

the  risks  of  undergoing xLreeon  only  absolve  the  comparn i 
surgery  at  the  hands  *  cal  responsibility  but  also 

with  no  experience  in  tfj*  ha.vses  them  to  dismiss  from 
We  mustnot  accep providers  doctors  who  get  sued- 
in  the  health  care  deT ..  ^  in.  Managed  care  is  not  effects  to 

the  .highly  specifto^f1^  patients  with  chrome  or  hfe-threat- 

volved  in  providin/JJJ;^-  rn  P  g^g  illnesses,  such  as  recurrent 
cal  care.  d^nression  with  suicidal  fea- 


JUGLAS  G.  COLE 


Spare  Public  Broadcasting 

Americans  often  hear  it  said  that  television  is  cans  could  cite  fewer  than  a  dozen  hours  of  "too 
the  most  powerful  method  for  transmitting  ideas  liberal"  programs  among  6,000  hours  of  programs 
since  the  invention  of  the  written  word.  But  televi-  each  year.  Mr.  Dole  also  charged  that  the  Children's, 
sioti  in  its  comnierci'ai  fortn  is  often- Uttlfe- more'  than  Television  Workshop,  whrdfl  produces  -"Sesame 
a  conduit  for  vioieiit'raelodraraa  and  tabloid  sensa-  ‘Street,"  did  not  deserve  Federal  dollars.  But  as  this- 
tionalism  that  puts  itself  forward  as  “news."  Much  page  pointed  out  at  the  time,  Mr.  Dole  and  his  fellow 


To  the  Editor: 

'  Your  Elec.  20  Science  Times  Q  &  A 
answer  about  winter  light,  light  ther¬ 
apy  and  seasonal  affective  disorder 
serves,  I  think,  to  discourage  use  of 
light  therapy  when  it  might  be  fully 
effective. 

With  proper  dosing  of  lights  (by 
manipulation  of  intensity,  duration 
and  time  of  day  of  exposure),  one 
can  obtain  complete  remissions  of 
winter  symptoms  in  about  75  percent 
of  cases,  essentially  recapturing  the 
spring-summer  state.  About  10  per¬ 
cent  more  show  improvement  short 
of  complete  remission.  The  advan¬ 
tage  of  artificial  light  therapy  is  that/ 
it  is  available  on  demand.  / 

It  seems  misleading  to  say  tjy  - 
what  really  keeps  seasonal  affect/ 
disorder  away  is  “the  change  of  r 
sons  or  moving  closer  to  the  nA 
tor."  The  latitude  at  which  any^- 
vidual  might  find  relief  from  a"°n" 
al  affective  disorder  varies 

As  one  example,  a  moy fr0™ 
Scandinavia  to  New  York  /^ht 
the  trick.  As  another,  jesyriunate 
example,  a  move  from  Nf  Yor^  Co 
San  Diego  might  fail.  witA1^  recur¬ 
rence  of  the  winter  epj;  ^  1  have 
seen  both  of  these  dui^105- 

Clinical  studies  s™  mat  ^ 


Sm  petition  the  decisto^  bl£  ^ 
company  may  not  allow  me  o 
the  patient  more  frequently- 
rf  patients  should  then  harm  them¬ 
selves  or  anyone  else,  I  am  the  on 
suednot  the*  managed  care  comi»- 
ny.  Contracts  between  managed 
care  companies.and  pbysidaris  no 
only  absolve  the  companies  of  clun¬ 
eal  responsibility  but  also  allow 

them  to  dismiss  from  their  list  of 
providers  doctors  who  get  sued. 

V  Managed  care  is  not  effective  for 
patients  with  chronic  or  life-threat¬ 
ening  illnesses,  such  as  recurrent 
major  depression  with  suicidal  fea¬ 
tures.  The  managed  care  company 
can  limit  services  to  those  who  need 
them  the  most  because  they  have 
nothing  to  lose  except  doctors  who 
are  not  "cost-effective." 

Exposing  managed  care  compa¬ 
nies  to  the  legal  and  financial  con¬ 
sequences  of  their  patient  manage¬ 
ment  decisions  would  allow  market 
forces  to  find  effective  solutions  for 
even ,  the  most  challenging  cases. 

EMILIE  ATTWELl.  BECKER.  M.D. 

Austin,  Tex.,  Ded  19,-1994 


Medicare’s  Bad  Faith  ' 

''lU  ‘  Re  “While  Congress  Remains.  Si- 

,  lent.  Health  Care  Transforms  Itself" 

-  My  former,  employer,  canceling  a  v 
previous  excellent  plan,  proposed 
mSMfj?  that  I  and  my  wife  join  the  compa- , 

JSB Wh  ¥  ny's  new  health  maintenance  organi- 

zation  plan.  The  plan  requires  going 
to  a  primary  care  physician  from  its 
light  intensity  is  not  essential  to  the  -  roster,  which  does  not  include,  our 
treatment  effect.  Computerized  sim-  physician.  The  plan  has  contracted 
ulation  of  a  springtime  dawn  pre-  ^Ith  Medicare,  which  pays  it  regu- 
sented  in  the  bedroom  to  sleeping  I**13?1  afF#Ilc^  re!lev^e 
patients  has  resulted  in  clinical  re-  °f  a  lot  of  paperwork.  ■Bui  no  Medx- 

missions  similar  to  that  seen  with  c^re  payment  can  be  made  to  me. 

past-awakening  bright  light  therapy.  1  think  this  is  an  administrative.’ 
Herein  may  lie  the  naturalistic  solu-  •  decision  by  the  Medicare. authorities 
tion.  Michael  Terman.  that  violates  the  legal  intent  of  Con- 

Director,  Winter  Depression  Program  gress  in  passing  Medicare  legisla- 


N.Y.  State  Psychiatric  Institute 
New  York,  Dec.  21, 1994 


physician.  The  plan  has  contracted 
with  Medicare,  which  pays  it  regu¬ 
larly  in  advance,  retieviiig  Medicare 
of  a  lot  of  paperwork.  But  no  Medi¬ 
care  payment  can  be  made  to  me. 

1  think  this  is  an  administrative 
decision  by  the  Medicare. authorities 
that  violates  the  legal  intent  of  Con¬ 
gress  in  passing  Medicare  Iegisla: 
tion.  •  William  F.  Cagney 

Pearl- River.  N.YM  Dec  18, 1994 


of  the  country’s  most  distinguished  news,  arts  and 
educational  programming  is  produced  not  by  the 
networks  or  their  cable  cousins,  but  by  the  Public 
Broadcasting  System.  The  fruit  is  free  tstthe  citizen¬ 
ry,  except  for  a  tiny  subsidy  that  Congress  gives  tfie: 
Corporation  for  Public  Broadcasting. 

It  would  be  foolish,  even  barbaric,  to  cripple  the 
C.P.B-  Yet  that  is  precisely  what  many1  in  the 
incoming  Republican  Congress  would'  like  to  do. 
They  need  to  hold  their  fire.  As  the  incoming  House 
Speaker,  Newt  Gingrich,  ponders  crippling  the 
system,  he  should  bear  in  mind  that  more  than  a 
million  children  in  his  home  state  of  Georgia  actual¬ 
ly  go  to  school  via  public  television.  So  do  millions  of 
others  all  over  rural  America. 

The  Corporation  for  Public  Broadcasting  is  a 
private,  not-for-profit  organization  that  Was  autho¬ 
rized  through  the  Public  Broadcasting  Act  of  1967. 
The  money  it  receives  from  the  Federal  Govern¬ 
ment-goes  to  public  broadcasting  stations  around 
the  country  and  to  the  development  of  the  programs 
that  those  stations  buy.  Government  funds  make  up 
about  15  percent  of  its  budget,  but  this  small  amount 
forms  the  vital  nucleus  of  its  support  and  is  virtual¬ 
ly  the  only  thing  that  keeps  the  poorer,  rural  sta¬ 
tions  on  the  air. 

Republican  hostility  toward  the  Public  Broad¬ 
casting  System  is  hardly  new:  Both’ Richard  Nixon 
and  Ronald  Reagan  would  have  crippled- it  if  Con¬ 
gress  had  not  thwarted  them.  With  the  advent  of  the 
culture  wars"  in  the  late  1980's,  political  pressures  ■ 
on.  the  system  became  dramatically  greater. 

*^wo  ysaro  ago,  for  example,  Senator  Bob  Dole 
of  Kansas  temporarily  blocked  funds  to  the  GP.B. 
on  the  grounds  that  public  broadcasting  programs 
had  "a  liberal  bias."  But  all  told.  Senate  Republi- 


critics  were  wrong  to  assert  that  “Sesame  Street" 
and  other  children’s  programs  would  flourish  else¬ 
where.  Only  public  stations  have  the  latitude  to  run 
as  many  as  three  or  four  hours  each  day  of  "Sesame 
Street,’’  uninterrupted  by  commercials,  to  reinforce 
the  educational  message. 

Some  in  Congress  were  particularly  wrought' 
up  about  a  documentary  on  gay  culture  and  AIP  i 
made  by  the  openly  gay  film  maker,  Marlon  Ri^s> 
who  recently  died  of  AIDS,  But  the  film 
forced  on  anyone.  About  100  of  the  syeiem®,^®/ 
stations  declined  to  show  it.  That’s  the  the 

system:  If  reaches  out  to  so  diversion  faience 
that.Jio  program  could  possibly  be^or  /veryone. 
Americans  decide  locally  what  the?  wirf^jo  watch. 

As  the  networks  have  tumetpwayfrom  docu¬ 
mentaries  and  other  in-depth  pn^rajytning,  public 
broadcasting  has  become  th e/nncpal  source  of 
broadcasts  in  the  humanities"115  ^uences.  Forth- 
coining  titles  offer  continuetAo^se-  The  schedule 
includes  "The  American  Df?!a’ .  10T_°”^h(?urfpro_ 
grams  about  the  movies ;  jAside  the  RB.L,  a  four- 
hour  history:  a  Bill  Mo^  speexa  ,  “What  Can  We 
Do  About  Violence?" /America  s  War  °n  Pov¬ 
erty.”  a  five-hour  red*  poverty  in  the  I960  s; 
“Messages  From  Msfcow.”  four  hours  on  the  cold 
war  from  the  Krerr^’s  point  of  view:  “The  Human 
Language,"  tbrepnours  about  humans’  ability  to 
talk  ajyj  "Mystey  of  the  Senses,"  five  hours  about . 
sight,  smell,  £e>  hearing  and  touch. 

The  ensues  of  public  broadcasting  will  ncP 
doubt  preacp  t11®  gospel  of  privatization.  But  the 
private  s&Dr  has  neither  the  interest  nor  the 
attention  to  duplicate  PBS’s  extraordinary 
work.  Ki?  public  broadcasting,  and  much  of  that 
work  w>  surely  go  undone. 


Au  Pair  P/grams 
Are  Wortj/Not  Study 

Your  De*,*  new  s  ' article1  on- prt> 
posed  Fe^1  wage  rules  for  au 
pairs  or  .reign  child-care  workers, 
states  jaytur-AuPair’s  Bill  Gustaf¬ 
son  f,iiejes.  the  new  rules  would 
f0r</  his/ionprofir  organization  out 
opiusin^ss.  To  call  a  nonprofit  a 
usiness  seems  a  contradiction. 

/ 1  challenge  his  statement  that  the 
proposed  rules  would  "make  a  pro¬ 
fessional  child  care  program  out  of 
something  that  was  essentially  an 
exchange  program."  If  so,  why  do 
such  agencies  advertise  in  the  Yel¬ 
low  Pages  and  elsewhere  under 
“child  care"  and  "nannies"? 

Au  pair  agencies  hire  European 
recruiters  to  round  up  au  pairs  to 
bring  to  this  country  for  child  care,  a 
far  cry  from  the  original  cultural 
student  exchange  permit.  They  are 
not  students.  None  of  the  au  pair 
agencies  accept  Americans  for  ex¬ 
change,  and  little  culture  is  involved. 

It  is  more  appropriately  a  work 
permiL  As  such,  the  salary  should  be 
equal  to  the  United  States  minimum 
wage  to  give  Americans  a  chance  to 
compete.  I  cannot  comprehend  why 
the  United  States  Information  Agen¬ 
cy  is  designated  to  supervise  this 
work  program.  Sheilagh  Roth 
Executive  Director,  English 
Nanny  and  Governess  School 
Chagrin  Falls,  Ohio,  Dec.  20, 1994 


Like  Japan,  We  Too  Have  School  Bullies 

To  the  Editor:  .  juries  among  children,  prepared  a 

.  “Suicides  by  Bullied  Students  Stir-,  curricula  for.  pediatricians  tp,jnr. 
Japanese  Furor"  (newsarricie,  »j.  tervene  andeyaJuQtgd  our  results.-,.-. 


18)  should  remind  us  to  take  the  log 
out  of  our  own  eye  before  noting  the 
splinter  in  our  neighbors. 

As  a  pediatrician  in  a  middle-class 
suburb  of  Boston,  I  have  noticed  an 
increase  in  child-to-chlld  injuries  in 
my  practice  since  1985. 

Nobody  seemed  interested  then, 
but  because  of  increasing  concern 
over  violence  in  our  society,  I  ob¬ 
tained  a  grant  from  the  Harvard 
Community  Health  Foundation  in 
1991.  We  documented  intentional  in- 


Smaller  Portions,  Please 

To  the  Editor: 

Bravo  for  your  Dec  19  letter  advo¬ 
cating  smaller  restaurant  portions.  7 
recall  the  advent  after  World  War  II 
of  overstuffed  sandwiches  and  res¬ 
taurant  invitations  to  “all  you  can 
eat"  for  a  fixed  price.  I  don’t  eat  out 
as  often  as  l  used  to  because  I  can’t 
cope  with  the  large  portions,  hate  to 
leave  expensive  food  uneaten  and 
don’t  enjoy  taking  doggy  bags  home, 
since  I  don’t  always  go  right  home 
from  a  restaurant 

How  about  a  return  to  smaller 
portions  —  and  smaller  prices  to 
match?  Helen  Rosenberg 

New  York,  Dec.  19, 1994 


Our  funds  were  cut- when  we  were 
about  to  expand  the  project  I  have 
spent  much  time  during  the  last  six 
months  trying  to  find  financing  for 
this  project,  which  addresses  bully¬ 
ing  in  our  schools.'  A  ch3d  harassed 
by  peers  gets  distracted  and  suffers 
in  his  or  her  ability  to  learn.  - 
The;  Norwegian  psychologist  Dan 
Olweus  at  the  .University  of  Bergen 
has  studied  this  problem  in  Scandi-. 
navian  schools  and  estimates  one  ir 
seven  children  is  a  bully  or  a  victim.- 
Your  article  refers  to  teachers 
who  see  the  bullying  without  inter¬ 
vening  to  stop  it  This  has  two  imptr- 
tant  aspects.  First,  the  teacher  £  a 
bystander,  who,  by  not  imervenng, 
condones  the  violence.  Second,  icher 
pediatricians  arid  I  have  noticed tiiat 
schools  are  more  concerned'with 
protecting  their  reputations  than 
with  correcting  a  situation.  /. 

A  parallel  exists  befy'ee/ domes¬ 
tic  abuse  and  bullying/n  school. 

The  bullying  Yictim'also' suffers  a 
premeditated,  coercjve  violence  that 
affects  self-esteem  he  or  she  re¬ 
mains  silent  andysocially  isolated, 
sometimes  to  fly  point  of  suicide. 
The  time  has  cqhe  to.  recognize  bul¬ 
lying  and  school  peer  violence  as  a 
predecessor  P  the  violence  in  our 
streets.  /Luisa  C  stigol.  m.D. 

Dedfani,  Mass.,  Dec.  18, 1994 


In  This  Season,  American  Troops  Remain  on  Dij/y  in  Haiti 


Editorial  Notebook 


Concord,  Revisited 


such  characters.  Scarlett  O'Hara 
and  the  March  sisters  do  not.  ipso 
facto,  make  their  creators  great 
novelists.  But  they  give  their  work 
a  shelf  life  often  denied  that  of 


They  are  here  again,  on  the  big  ___  ,  ,  such  characters.  Scarlett  O'Hara 

screen,  just  m  time  for  Christmas.  Why  Women  and  the  March  sisters  do  not.  ipso 

Meg,  Jo,  Beth  and  Amy.  in  child-  S  n.  -q  i  facJ0-  make  their  creators  great 

hood  1  chose  to  identify  with  Jo,  but  IS  3  JjIF  J500K  novelists.  But  they  give  their  work 

who  didn't?  Of  all  the  March  girls,  a  shelf  life  often  denied  that  of 

she  was  toe  most  spirited,  the  most  contemporary,  the  other,  grander  writers. 

bravest.  Being  the  terminally  domestic  Meg  was  out  0  When  a  third  film  version  of  “Little  Women"  opened 
the  question.  Beth  was  too  good  to  be  true  and,  beside  Iast  we*k  I  arrived  armed  with  popcorn,  diet  soda  and  a 
die  died  young.  Amy,  of  course,  was  impossibly  shallw-  handkerchief  far  too  small  for  the  work out  it  got  1 
Still,  someone  who,  in  third  grade,  sometimes -sw*  a  ’thought  I  was  past  crying  over  Beth's  demise,  past  easy 
pencil  through  the  bridge  of  her  glasses  in  a  b»arre  tears  over  what  1  recalled  as  a  somewhat  picturesque 
effort  to  straighten  a  slight  bump  on  her  nose  co1^  not  leave-taking.  But  this  time,  listening  to  Beth  speak  of 


the  question.  Beth  was  too  good  to  be  true  and,  beside 
she  died  young.  Amy,  of  course,  was  impossibly  shallw- 
stiu,  someone  who,  in  third  grade,  sometimes -stu^  * 
pencil  through  the  bridge  of  her  glasses  in  a  bj*”* 
effort  to  straighten  a  slight  bump  on  her  nose  co1^ 


afford  to  scorn  someone  who  wore  a  clothespin  A  hers. .  loneliness  and  of  how  she  was  not  afraid,  I  was  suddenly 


Amy’s  fondness  for  using  big  words  she  culd 
pronounce  was  mine,  too.  And  I  would  have  -as 

■  reluctant  to  give  up  my  breakfast  to  the  Hu/toepL 
“Little  Women"  showed  up  under  my  OyKtmas  tree, 
asil  did  uqder  hundreds  of  thousands  of  cfr&tmas  trees,  - 
soon  after  Hearned  how  to  read,  a  lot  /  other  Alcotts 
came  later,  and  if  a  few  years  ago  I  /jught  a  pair  of 
bronze-colored  shoes  tftar  I  have  neyr  yet  worn,  it  is 
because  they  reminded  me  of  some /had  read  about  in 
“Rose  in  Bloom."  The  other  Alqas.  however,  were 
recognizably  fiction.  To  me,  "Li»e  Women"  was  fact. 
But,  then,  that's  the  way  it  is  witball  great  novels.  Their 
reality  erases  the  reader’s,  f 
"Little  Women"  a  great  noy/?  Yes,  in  the  same  time- 
defying  sense  that  “Gone  \«h  the  Wind"  is  a  great 
novel.  The  latter  has  a  protagonist  so  powerfully  drawn 
as  co  become  one’s  familvf-  "Little  Women”  has  four 


struck  by  how  commonplace  was  the  death  Df  a  child  in 
Louisa  May  Alcott’s  day  and  how  tragic  it  is  in  any  day. 

1  cried  when  Beth  was  given  her  piano,  too,  less 
because  of  her  happiness  than  of  the  happiness  at  that 
moment  of  those  who  loved  her.  But  r  did  not  cry  when, 
as  the  story  ended,  Jo  and  Professor  Bhaer  walked  into 
the  sunset  —  or,  rather,  into  the  rainstorm.  Jo  was 
supposed  to  marry  Laurie  whether  Louisa  May  Alcott 
liked  it  or  noL  Unfortunately  Miss  Alcott  did  not,  and  left 
generations  of  young  girls  in  mourning. 

There  is  a  freshness  to  “Little  Women,"  a  kind  of 
purity  that  never  rings  coumerfeiL  although  Marmee's 
moral  perfection  —  especially  in  the  new  film  —  can  be 
tiresome.  In  these  pages,  modesty  is  a  charm  and  not  a 
neurosis,  civility  a  strength  and  not  a  weakness.  Those 
qualities  alone  make  the  book  a  period  piece.  But  dated? 
Never.  MARY  CANTWELL 


To  the  Editor: 

My  son,  a  mechanic  in  the  United 
States  Army’s  10th  Mountain  Divi¬ 
sion  in  Haiti,  called  me  a  Sunday  or 
two  ago.  • 

He  reported  that  probably  half  of 
the  United  States  forces  have  left, 
and  the  multinational  forces  have 
taken  over  most  patrolling  and  polic¬ 
ing.  His  unit  is  billeted  in  tents  at  the 
Port-au-Prince  airfield,  but  living 
conditions  are  improving, 

They  have  electricity  running  into 
the  tents;  they  get  three  hot  meals  a 
day  when  they  are  on  the  airfield 
and.  most  important,  as  a  mechanic, 
he  has  a  “hard  stand"  to  work  on 
instead  of  the  mud  he  was  in. 

His  impressiop  of  the  Haitians  is 
that  the  poor  people  and  the  middle 
class  are  genuinely  glad  to  see  the 
Americans  there.  They  will  come  up 
to  the  gate  of  the  airfield  and  just 
stand  and  talk  tojne  soldiers  for 
hours  at  a  time.  The  children  run 
after  the  soldiers,  asking  for  choco¬ 
late,  when  (hey  are  patrolling  or 

The  Times  wilcomcs  letters  from 
readers.  Letters  must  include  writer's 
name,  addresi  and  telephone  number. 
We  regret  tint  we  cannot  acknowl¬ 
edge  unpublished  letters.  Those 
selected  mty  be  shortened  for  space 
reasons.  Fee  letters  to  (212)  556-362 V 
or  send  ©  Letters  to  the  Edtia? 
The  Nev  York  Times.  229  W&t 
43d  siren.  New  Yorfc,  N.Y. ^026. 


driving  through  the  city,  as  children 
seem  to  do  everywhere  American 
soldiers  go. 

These  reports  are  a  relief  to  me, 
particularly  since  my  son  also  men¬ 
tions  that  when  they  leave  the  secu¬ 
rity  of  the  airfield  they  still  have  on. 
their  flack  vests  and  helmets,  ancf 
they  are  armed.  ’  / 

He  further  reports  that  he 
traveled  all  over  the  island.  Heys  a 
wrecker  operator  and  driver/ and 
has  been  moving  around  the^sland 
recovering  and  repairing  eqv&roenL 
He  was  very  busy  during/^  hurri¬ 
cane  pulling  people  out  qfthe  mud. 

On  balance,  it  soun/  as  if  toe 
soldiers  are  doing  O.R/and  that  the 
multinational  force  A  taking  over 
somewhat  efficient/  It  seems  hard 
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to  pwdict  the  long-term  outcome, 
lyrite  because  it  appears  that  the 
’  neys  media,  who  were  instrumental 
uypersuading  the  President  to  de- 
tfoy  troops  to  Haiti  and  who  have 
now  moved  on  to  other  things,  seem 
unaware  that  the  soldiers  are  still  in 
Haiti.  Joseph  r.  Barkley 

New  York,  Dec.  19, 1994 


Smart  Genes? 

To  the  Editor; 

"The  Curse  of  Living  Within  One’s 
Genes"  (The  Week  in  Review,  Dec 
18)  elevates  the  message  of  Charles 
Murray  s  and  Richard  J.  Herro- 
stems  Bell  Curve"  to  the  same 
level  as  the  discovery  of  a  specific 
fat  gene  m  mice  That  discovery  is 

to?  with  ^  description  of 
the  gene  s  existence  and  mode  of 

Rm  rrf,Bd  by  experiment. 

But  the  notion  that  “there  is  a 
strong  heritable  component  to  intel- 

,h®s  yet  no  molecular 
taotogicai  basis.  It  is  reprehensible 

ibn^f?hPU|Uie  whai  KtUe  h  toPwn 

about  the  inheritance  of  intelligence 
^Pscorn  on  fellow  citizens  You 
might  have  selected  more  solid  ex¬ 
amples  of  heredity's  workings  to  de- 
velop  your  thesis.  Ralph  5£S 

Philadelphia,  Dec.  20, 1994 
writer  retired  as  professor  of 
biochemistry  and  molecular  biology 
Thornas  Jefferson  University  ^ 
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Where  Christmas  Went 


wta ?P  cuJlure  is  emotional 
f  °Ur  country.  and  it  is 
?hrf«  m°re  opPressive  than  at 
fnrrl  ^VWhen  11  re3Ches  blizzard 

mLc  A  ThmiCmg  back  m  fre  Christ¬ 
mas  days  of  my  own  childhood,  z  find 
my  recollections,  however  joym*or 
sad.  inevitably  accompanied  by  a 
jarring  soundtrack  not  of  my  own 

oSnm&  KS  hard  to  ™n  ™ 
rhi«  ’  Truraan  Capote-esque 

ai?d  ?hP  rt  mem°ries  when  Alvin 
and  the  Chipmunks  are  lodged  oer- 

manently  in  your  brain.  ^ 

ru^dISK^iday  Season  ^Kure  is 
EEL*  r  lman  '  a  nondescript- 

It  ?  rlC0,nic  named  Tim 

Allen.  Unlike  John  Lennon,  he  mav 
actually  nval  Jesus-  popularity  y 
1  JS-y  Mr‘  Al,en‘s  book,  "Don’t 

fhanL  °°  C,0SV°  3  Naked  Man” 
^  Pope  fram  the 
top  of  the  best-seller  Hsl  It  is  Mr 
Alien  s  movie  "The  Santa  Clause” 
that  has  ruled  the  nation’s  box  of. 

the  Santa  of  “Miracle 
on  34lh  Street  to  his  knees.  And  it  is 
Mr.  Allens  hit  television  series 

t.HD™e,  In,provementl"  that  wins 
me  Nielsen  ratings  every  week. 

,.F“r  not  an  ^tended  exegesis  of 
the  Allen  oeuvre  here.  But  1  did  tune 
into  the  month’s  two  Christmas  epi¬ 
sodes  of  "Home  Improvement.”  on 
the  theory  that  TV’s  reigning  sitcom 
may  offer  more  of  a  window  into  the 
state  of  ihe  nation  than  any  lofty 
holiday  pronouncements  by  our  lead¬ 
ers  of  church  and  sinre. 

The  experience  was  chillier  than  a 
dive  into  the  snow.  alas.  The  0.  Hen¬ 
ry  glow  of  giving  that  used  to  seep 
into  ”1  Love  Lucy"  and  "The  Honey- 
mnoners"  at  Christmas  time  was 
nowhere  to  he  found  in  "Home  Im¬ 
provement."  where  Mr.  Allen  plays 
the  host  of  a  local  TV  show  called 
"Tool  Time."  dedicated  to  the  hard¬ 
sell  of  hardware. 

In  between  the  power-tool  pitches 
and  the  toilet  and  proctology  jokes,  a 
"Home  Improvement”  Christmas  is 
an  occasion  for  one-upping  the  neigh¬ 
bors  (in  a  roof  decoration  contest), 
adjudicating  the  battles  of  in-laws 
and  coaxing  spoiled  kids  out  of  their 
sulks.  "Christmas  is  not  about  being 
with  people  you  like.”  says  Mr.  Allen 
to  one  of  his  annoying  little  tykes. 
“It’s  about  being  with  your  family." 

This  is  the  soulless  Yuletide  spirit 
sweeping  the  country  as  we  ap¬ 
proach  the  millennium?  The  good 
news  is:  not  entirely.  Recently  the 
ad  agency  BBDO  released  a  survey 
of  TV  viewing  habits  revealing  that 
there  is  one  group  of  viewers  that 
does  not  watch  "Home  Improve¬ 
ment’ African-Americans. ”  •  • 


*5  Survey  reported  that 
Tlte  habits  have 

“verged  almost  completely  in  the 
past  derate  As  recently  as  the  mid- 

™.s>  when  BUI  Cosby  could  still 
build  a  national  consensus.  15  of  the 
cop-rated  20  shows  watched  by 
whites  were  also  among  the  too  20 
watched  by  blacks;  this  year  only 
Jhree  shows  have  crossed  over,  and 
"Home  Improvement”  is  not  one  of 
them.  Conversely,  the  two  highest- 
rated  programs  in  black  America 
"Living  Single"  and  "Martin,"  are 
barely  watched  by  whites;  they 
placed  68th  and  79th  in  the  national 
Nielsens.! 

Is  this  another  sign  of  a  racially 
polarized  culture?  Perhaps.  But  if 
the  Christmas  episodes  of  "Living 
Single”  and  ‘‘Martin"  are  any  indi¬ 
cation,  the  real  news^  is  how  much 


The  true  ‘Home 
Improvement.’ 


more  successfully  they  and  their 
black  characters  convey  the  spirit  of 
whai  used  to  be  the  majority  culture 
than  a  homogenized  mass  favorite 
like  "Home  Improvement"  now 
does. 

Set  in  ciiies  that  are  more  racially 
integrated  and  slightly  less  air- 
brushed  than  Tim  Allen's  faceless 
suburbia,  these  shows  are  no  less 
silly  bui  are  far  freer  with  emotions, 
seasonal  and  otherwise.  A  spatting 
couple  ends  up  making  love  right 
under  the  Christmas  tree;  there's 
talk  about  holiday  spirit  as  well  as 
tree-trimming;  even  the  gift  giving 
(tickets  to  “The  Nutcracker,"  not 
power  tools)  seems  less  materialis¬ 
tic  and  more  persona L 

Why  are  these  one  e-commonplace 
sentiments  off-limits  in  “Home  Ira-- 
provement"?  As  the  pop-culture  in¬ 
dustry  becomes  more  corporate 
than  ever  in  this  era  of  mergers  and 
takeovers,  blandness  metastasizes; 
there’s  no  percentage  in  any  mass 
show-biz  product  taking  a  stand  on 
anything,  even  Christmas,  that 
might  drive  away  a  single  customer. 
A  show  settling  for  only  a  segment  of 
that  mass,  by  contrast,  can  still 
sneak  in  a  human  touch,  at  least  until 
the  day  it’s  canceled  If  you  channel- 
surf  until  you  spot  a  black  Santa,  you 
may  yet  find  a  corny  white  Christ¬ 
mas  entertainment  just  like  the  one 
you  used  tp  know.  •  "  < '-ta¬ 


in  America 


BOB  HERBERT 


Santa  Claus? 


The  letter  to  The  New  York  Times 
came  from  Yoshiyuki  Miyashita,  a 
third-grader  in1  Kawasaki  City,  Kan- 
agawa,  Japan.  Yoshiyuki  is  a  believ¬ 
er  in  Santa  Claus. 

"However,"  he  writes,  "there  are 
now  two  opinions  in  nay  school.  One 
is  there  is  a  Santa  Claus.  The  other  is 
there  is  no  Santa  Claus  in  this  world 
1  was  very  confused.  Please  let  me 
know  that  there  is  a  Santa  Claus 
around  us  or  not." 

Reading  the  letter.  1  recalled  a 
Christmas  Eve  in  Brooklyn  many 
years  ago,  and  a  poor  family  named 
Brooks,  and  a  plate  of  cookies  chat  a 
little  girl  left  out  for  Santa.  Yo¬ 
shiyuki  may  find  the  story  helpful. 

Roger  Brooks  was  11  years  old 
then,  and  his  sister,  Kimberly,  was  6. 
As  Christmas  approached;  they  had 
argued  over  whether  there  was  a 
Santa  Claus.  Kimberly  had  believed 
fiercely  in  Santa  but  Roger  was  fill¬ 
ing  her  head  with  doubts.  "Believe 
me,”  he  said,  "there  is  no  Santa 
Claus." 


A  mystery  solved 
in  Brooklyn. 


Kimberly  covered  her  ears  with 
her  hands.  “I'm  not  listening,  she 

said  “You  are  just  being  mean. 

Roger  laughed  and  went  off  to 

Dlay.  As  soon  as  he  was  out  of  sight, 
Kimberly  squeezed  her  eyes  agfac 
and  said,  “Please,  please  please, 
please,  let  there  be  a  San®  Oaus 
Christmas  Eve  was  very  cold  and 
early  in  the  morning  it  began  to 
snow.  Ben  Brooks,  the  father  of  Rog¬ 
er  and  Kimberly,  was  trying  to  make 
a  few  dollars  selling  Christmas  trees 
at  a  street  comer.  But  his  trees  were 
scrawny  and  lopsided  and  nobody 

wanted  to  buy  them. 

Mr.  Brooks  was  very  worried.  ne 
had  no  money  for  presents  for  his 
family-  He  had  hoped  to  buy  some- 
thing  lovely  for  his  wife,  and  Roger 
wanted  a  bicycle.  And  Kimberly  — 
well,  she  just  wanted  to  believe  in 
Santa  Claus. 

The  day  dragged  on,  becoming 
colder  and  colder,  and  the  wind  blew, 
and  the  snow  piled  up  in  drifts.  Ben 
Brooks  stood  beside  his  trees,  word¬ 
ing  and  shivering,  worrying  and 

^Shile,  in  the  lamias  toy 
apartment  Louise  Brooks  was 


putting  the  final  decorations  on  a 
crooked  little  tree  that  her  husband 
had  dragged  home  a  few  days 
earlier.  Roger  was  on  the  telephone 
bragging  to  a  buddy  about  the  red 
bicycle  his  father  had  promised  to 
buy  him.  Kimberly  was  in  the  kitch¬ 
en  arranging  several  chocolate  chip 
cookies  on  a  plate. 

"These,"  she  said  proudly,  "are 
for  Santa  Claus.  1  heard  he  just  loves 
cookies.  We’ll  leave  them  under  the 
tree  for  him." 

"Can  you  believe  it?”  Roger  said 
into  the  phone.  “My  sister’s  putting 
out  cookies  for  Santa  Claus.  Isn’t 
that  ridiculous?” 

Mr.  Brooks  came  home  about  7:30 
that  evening.  As  he  hugged  Mrs. 
Brooks,  he  whispered,  “I  don’t  know 
what  we’re  going  to  do.  I  didn’t  even 
sell  one  tree.” 

Roger  and  Kimberly  came  run¬ 
ning  into  the  hall  to  greet  their  fa¬ 
ther.  "I  can’t  wait  to  see  my  bicy¬ 
cle  l"  said  Roger.  “I  left  a  whole 
plate  of  cookies  for  Santa  Claus!" 
said  Kimberly. 

Mr.  Brooks  seemed  very  down. 
Mrs.  Brooks  said,  "Take  your  coat 
off  and  everybody  wash  your  hands 
.and  we’ll  go  into  the  kitchen  for 
dinner." 

At  some  point  during  dinner.  Mts. 
Brooks  suddenly  looked  up,  raised 
her  hand  and  motioned  for  quiet. 
“Did  you  hear  something?"  she 
asked. 

Everybody  said  no. 

"I’m  sure  I  heard  a  noise  in  the 
living  room,"  said  Mrs.  Brooks. 

The  family  wer.t  into  the  living 
room  to  investigate.  Amazingly,  the 
room  had  been  transformed.  The 
lights  on  the  tree  were  brighter  and 
now  they  were  twinkling.  Christmas 
carols  were  playing  softly  on  a 
record  player  that  hadn't  been  there 
before.  And  beneath  the  crooked  lit¬ 
tle  tree,  where  no  presents  had  been, 
was  a  shiny  red  bicycle  for  Roger, 
and  a  beautiful  new  doll  for  Kimber¬ 
ly  and  twin  gift-wrapped  packages 
for  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brooks. 

“Wow!  ”  said  Roger.  "How  did  you 

^°“Do  what?”  said  Mr.  Brooks.  He 

nJSm  his  wHe  and  said,  “Where 
did  you  get  all  of  these  things? 

"Me?”  said  Mrs  Brooks. 

Everyone  was  puzzled  except 
Kimberly.  "Look!  Look!"  she  said- 
Santa  JL  here!"  And  she  ran  to  toe 
plate  that  she  had  left  under i he  tre^ 
Afl  of  the  cookies  were  gone.  Only  a 
few  scattered  crambs  rernamed. 

“I  knew  it,"  Kimberly  said.  I  just 

knew  he  loved  cookie?  ” 


tallic  in  the  space  before  Bett’s 
crumbling  .front  porch,  no  proper 
yard  at  all  but  only  a  hand-span  cut 
through  the  brush  with  a  swing- 
blade,  maybe. 

"Will  ye  not  come?" 

The  bushes  were  all  frozen  now, 
smoothly  gloved  in’  ice.  The  house 
rose  so  suddenly  from  the  under¬ 
growth,  he’d  blundered  upon  jt  be-^ 
-fore  ^he;d  known. he.  was!  anywhere  ■ 
near.  Now  icicles  drooledTrom  a 
dangling  length  of  gutter,  framing  * 
Bett  where  she  stood  on  the  sprung 
floorboards,  hugging  herself  through 
a  rust-black  wool  coat,  flanked  by  a 
gray  cal  and  a  rib-wrung  redbone 
hound.  Sprigs  of  white  hair  shot 
through  holes  in  her  felt  hat  She 
stamped  her  foot  and  shook  the 
walking  stick  she  held. 

"Ain’t  going  nowhere,"  she  said. 
"Not  with  you.  Not  with  nobody.” 

"You  won’t  last  the  night  then," 
Harold  said.  He  pointed  at  the  gaping 
clapboards  of  the  house.  “I  can  see 
daylight  clean  through  that  shack. 
You’ll  be  froze  solid  before  sunrise." 

"Never  you  mind  it,"  Bett  said.  “I 
ain’t  coming.  You  better  get  on." 

“Well,  that’s  just  line  ”  Harold  said. 
"I  done  right  to  come  here,  whatever 
you.  say  —  stubborn  old  witch."  He 
pointed  behind  him,  through  the  crys¬ 
talline  snarls  of  brush  into  the  taller 
trees.  "Had  to  leave  ray  car  two  miles 
down  on  the  road  —  there’s  parts  of 
that  trail  a  fox  couldn't  get  through. 
And  are  you  grateful?” 

"Well  ain’t  you  just  a  little  plaster 
saint,"  Bett  said.  "J  expecr  you  bet¬ 
ter  get  off  this  hill  before  dark. 
They's  haints  will  take  after  ye,  and 
mountain  lions!"  she  yelled,  but  his  . 
red  plaid  back  had  already  disap¬ 
peared  among  the  frozen  trees. 


“Self-righteous  old  eejit . . she 
muttered.  .:j  ;t..  .  •  ... .  . 

:  "Bfhatadid  3B3U-.  BMyay  fiijpx  for?" 
the  .cat  said.  "If  hs’ssuphafooL” 
Bett  squinted  down!  “jvKo ’-.asked 
you  to  put  your  two  cents  in?"’  she 
said.  The  cat  looked  back  at  her  bold¬ 
ly,  but  didn’t  say  a  word.  Bett  threw 
more  wood  on  the  fire  and  tried  the 
can  of  soup  with  her  thumb;  it  had 
thawed  but  was  not  yet  warm.  • 

•  "Fool  enough  myself  in  those 
days,  I  suspect,"  she  said.  "What  is 
it,  50  years  gone?  And  we  ain’t  lived 
together  in  20." 


Saving  Bett 
on  a 

winter  s  night. 


The  sky  was  low  and  thick  like 
cotton,  and  while  she  stood  on  the 
porch  it  began  to  snow,  heavily,  in  fat 
wet  drifting  flakes.  The  house  was 
tucked  like  a  splinter  in  a  cleft  of  the 
long  ridge,  and  through  a  gap  in  the 
trees  she  could  see  miles  down  where 
cows  nosed  broken  hay  bales  in  a 
snowy  Reid,  and  beyond  the  fence  a 
stretch  of  road.  She  watched  a  little 
while  but  Harold’s  car  did  not  appear. 

She  went  inside,  the  cat  slinking 
after  her.  The  dog  came  in  too  and 
climbed  onto  a  ripped  plush  sofa, 
shivered,  curled  up  and  went  to 
sleep.  Bett  threw  a  stick  into  the  tall 
cylindrical  stove  that  hulked  like 
Moloch  in  a  corner  of  the  room. 

“Fool  old  man  to  come  bothering 
around  me  that  way."  she  said  to  the 
cat.  "Don't  he  know  I’m  too  mean  to 
die?" 

"You  fixed  him,  didn’t  you?”  the 
cat  said. 

Bett  turned  sharply  but  the  cat 
was  mum,  only  staring  at  her  with 
its  huge  yellow  eyes.  She  shrugged 
and  went  into  the  kitchen,  a  closet¬ 
sized  room  half  falling  off  the  back  of 
the  house,  and  found  part  of  a  canned 
ham  and  half  a  can  of  tomato  soup, 
both  frozen.  She  brought  the  cans 
back  and  set  them  on  the  stove  top 
and  sal  down  before  the  fire,  rubbing 
her  hands.  The  draft  coming  in 
above  the  sofa  where  the  dog  lay  was 
considerable. 

Madison  Smarti  Bell  is  oulhor.  most 

recen'tv  of  “5a»v*  Me.  Inc  l  mis 


“l  wouldn’t  know,"  the  cat  said. 

"You’re  talking,  you  sly  devil,” 
Bett  said.  "That  ain’t  natural" 

"It's  Christmas,"  the  cat  said. 
Bett  saw  it  plain  this  time,  the  neat 
movement  of  the  mouth  and  tongue. 
The  voice  had  a  pleasant  husky  rasp. 

"Christmas  is  a  week  gone  by,” 
Bett  said.  Or  was  it  two?  She  looked 
into  a  dusky  corner  of  the  room  where 
stood  a  cedar  limb  decked  out  as 
Christmas  tree -with  full  moons  and 
crescents  of  gold  and  silver  fofl.  A 
farmer  and  his  wife  from  down  the 
valley  had  ridden  ,  tip  on  horses  to 
bring  her  that^arid  the  ham  and  the 
soup  too,  and  fruitcake.' That  was  two 
weeks  before,  or  longer. 

“Yes,  and  you  ran  them  off  too, 
didn't  you?"  the  cat  said.  “Just  like 
you  did  Harold  —  shook  your  stick 
and  cussed  and  hollered  tike  you  do." 

"I  thought  they  was  the  welfare," 
Bett  said,  “or  some  other  guvment 
thing." 

“On  horseback?”  said  the  cat 
"Bet  it’ll  be  a  good  long  while  before 
anybody  else  tries  bringing  you 
some  Christmas." 

"Like  I’ve  dime  told  you,”  Bett 
said,  “Christmas  was  back  then,  not 
now.”  Vaguely  she  pictured  the  two 
horses  with  their  nostrils  steaming, 
bay  coats  bright  against  the  dark¬ 
ness  of  the  trees.  It  was  before  the 
ice  storm  and  the  snow. 

The  dog  sat  up  and  yawned  extrav¬ 
agantly,  jaws  shutting  with  a  click. 
“It’s  Old  Christmas,”  he  said.  His- 
voice  was  rich  and  cavernous,  like 
an  old  blues  song.  “Comes  two  weeks 
after,  every  year.  And  on  Old  Christ¬ 
mas  Eve,  the  animals  can  talk.”  He 
scratched  himself  with  his  hind  foot 
and  turned  around  and  curled  and 
dosed  his  eyes. 

“See,  Miz  All-Wise?”  the  cat  said. 
“You  don’t  know  everything.” 

"You  better  be  sweet  if  you  want 
any  supper,"  Bett  said,  and  the  cat 
shut  up.  The  gelid  fat  had  melted  on 
the  ham,  and  she  tore  pieces  of  the 
rubbery  pink  meat  and  ate  some  and' 
gave  some  to  the  cat;  the  dog  came 
over  too  to  take  his  share.  Bett 
wrapped  her  hand  in  a  rag  to  hold  the 


soup  can,  and  sat  back  sipping  cau- 
,tiously:  Npw.it -was' full  .dark  in  the.. 
,'cciqpy.but  for  the  cherry,  cobweb  glow,  i 
.along  the  raanychinks  and  fissures  .in  ' 
the  whitened  old  iron  of  "the  stove.  Bett 
finished  the  soup  and  ate  shreds  of 
ham  till  she  was  content. 

She  dozed  before  the  fire.  Cold  woke 
her  finally,  sharp  on  the  bone.-  She 
threw  another  stick  in  the  stove,  the 
last  in  the  house,  and  paced  to  warm 
herself,  stepping  on  the  cat’s  tail 

"Strike  a  light,  why  don’t  you?" 
the  cat  hissed.  Ignoring  this,  Bett 
clambered  onto  the  sofa  to  pin  a 
blanket  over  the  worst  of  the  cracks 
in  the  walL  The  dog  yelped  and  scoot¬ 
ed  out  from  under  her.  She  opened 
the  stove  door;  the  fire  bad  died 
away  to  coals  and  she  had  to  blow 
bard  to  get  the  new  stick  caught 

Wrapping  her  coat  more  tightly 
around  her  she  went  out  The  snow 
had  stopped,  but  it  was  inches  deep 
all  over  the  ground,  lapping  over  the 
tops  of  her  shoes.  She  brushed  snow  ., 
off  the  woodpile  and  took  hold  of  a 
chunk  but  it  would  not  cornel  The  ice 
storm  had  glazed  all  the  wood  to¬ 
gether  solid  as  cement  She  tugged  ' 
and  struggled  until  a  rotten  knot 
broke  off  in  her  hand  and  she  sat 
down  backward  in  (he  snow. 

The  sky  had  cleared  and  up  above 
the  moon  hung  sickle-shaped,  a  sin¬ 
gle  bright  star  cupped  in  the  survey 
of  its  lower  horn.  The  wind  came  up 
and.  all  the  ice-sheathed  limbs  of  the 
trees  shivered  and  rang  together  like 
dull  chimes.  Bett  felt  cold  MI  through 
herself,  then  warm  again. 

"Get  up,”  the  dog  bayed  to  her. 
"G-st  up  or  you’ll  freeze  on  that  cold 
ground.”  ' 

Painfully,  Bett  turned  her  head. 
The  dog's  head  hung  out  the  door  and 
the  cat  paced  solemnly  along  the 
porch  rail,  tail  hooked  over  its  back. 

"Too  smart  to  take  that  ride  to 
town,  weren't  you?"  the  cat  said. 

“Do  you  think  I  want  to  live  In  a 
little  box  down  there?"  Bett 
snapped,  "I’d  sooner  freeze.  He’d 
have  shoved  me1  back  in  that  nursing 
home  anyhow.” 

"Doubt  they’d  have  you  back,"  the 
dog  said,  and  the  cat  added,  “You 
cuss  too  much.” 

Bett  rolled  onto  her  hands  and 
knees  and  crawled  in  the  snow,  grop¬ 
ing  for  her  walking  stick,  but  she 
could  not  find  it.  Down  in  the  valley  a 
farm  dog  was  caroling  some  sad 
tune. . . .  When  she  reached  the  porch 
she  was  able  to  pull  hejself  up.by  the 
rail  and  climb.  As  she  crossed  the 
rickety  boards  an  idea  struck  her 
and  she  stopped  and  pulled  loose  a 
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whole  house  down,  do  you?" 

Bett  grinned  at  him,  pushed  in 
more  plank  scraps.  Flame  shot 
cheerfully  lip  the  stovepipe. 

"Don’t  overdo  it,”  the  cat  warned. 
"That  old  iron  won’t  take  too  much."  ’ 

.  Bett  pushed  herself  up  and  grabbed  ' 
a  splintery  ladder-back  chair  and 
swung  it  hard  against  the  kitchen  door 
frame.  The  house  thundered  as  she 
kept  on  swinging.  At  last  the  chair 
shattered  into  pieces  and  she  moved 
to  put  them  on  the  fire,  but  the  knock¬ 
ing  had  not  stopped. 

“Get  the  door,  why  don’t  you?”  . 
said  the  dog.  but  the  door  opened  of 
itself  and  in  walked  an  enormous  ^ 
man,  wearing  felt  boots  and  a  long" 
leather  coat.and^  aj^aslxakhan  haua 
.  Hi^hair  gfossy  and, ; . 

his  mustache. waxed  to  _ 
points  that  thrift  out  of  the  black.  ‘ 
bush  of  his  beard. 

“Take  a  seat,"  Bett  said,  pointing  to 
the  chair  that  remained  by  the  stove. 
The  stranger  sank  into  it  with  a  creak 
and  leaned  forward  on  his  knees. 

“They’s  bam  on  the  stove  if  you 
want  it.”  Bett  said.  "It  may  have 
done  dried  out  by  now.  They  might, 
be  some  fruitcake’’ 


plank  and  then  another. 

The  dry-rotted  boards  broke  easi¬ 
ly  to  stove  length,  and  threw  out  a 
pleasant  wave  of  heat  when  she 
pushed'  them  in.  Cat  and  dog 
crouched  behind  her,  eyes  shining  in 
the  fire-glow. 

"This  strikes  me  as  a  losing  propo¬ 
sition  in  the  long  run,"  the  dpg  said 
"You  don’t  plan  on  burning  the 


"Thank  you,"  the  stranger  said 
His  voice  had  a  foreign  sound  "I’ve 
eaten.” 

"Where  did  you  come  from?"  Bett 
asked  him. 

"Russia,”  the  stranger  said  ■ 

.  ‘‘That’s  a  long  way  "  Bett  said,  but 
the  stranger  didn’t  respond  to  this 
sally.  He  seemed  to  study  a.place  on 
the  stove  .wall  where  the  crack  lines  ' 
all  cache''  together  in  a  wedge.  Then 
he  stood  up,  the  floorboards  whining 
under  his  boots. 

“It’s  time  to  go.” 

“Go  where?"  Bett  said.  “Who 
with?"  Her  surliness  returned.  "I 
bet  you’re  a  godless  Communist; 
probably."  She  cursed  him  awhile  in 
the  terms  that  had  got  her  expelled 
from  the  nursing  home  some  months 
before.  But  the  stranger  only  kept 
looking  at  her  with  an  expression  Of 
profound  tranquillity.  When  she  was 
done  he  turned  slowly  and  walked 
out  the  door,  coattails  floating  round 
his  heels. 

Bett  looked  for  the  cat  and  the  dog, 
but  they  were  gone  too.  Inside  the 
Walls  was  a  steady  rustle  and  scurry 
and  She  began  to  hear  the  voices  of 
mice  whispering.  She  stepped 
through  the  doorway,  not  noticing- 
the  red-hot  wedge  of  iron  that  de¬ 
tached  itself  from  the  stove  and  fell 
behind  rt. 

The  huge  black  sleigh  shone  like 
water  in  the  moonlight,  and  Bejt  drew 
In  her  breath.  The  Russian, stood  at 
the  head  of  the  team,  making  some 
adjustment  to  the  harjiess.  When  he 
stepped  aside  Bett  safr  the  lead  beast 
turn  its  head  andTook  at  her  with  a 
large  liquid  eye.  Somehow  she  had 
corfie  near  entagh  to  touch  its  velvet 
antlers,  but  she  did  not  touch. 

"Do  Lstill  get  to  go  with  you?"  she 
said  in  a  small  voice.  The  Russian’s 
teeth  shone  white ly  in  his  beard,  He 
.swung  her  up  as  lightly  as  a  doll  and 
she  landed  nestled  in  sable  cloaks 
that  quickly  made  her  snug  ~  there 
were  even  hot  bricks  ready  beneath 
the  furs.  The  Russian  mounted  to  the 
driver’s  box.  The  leather  stretched 
across  his  bade  as  he  leaned  forward 
and  ducked  to  the  team.  The  move- , 
ment  of  the  runners  was  so  light 
across  the  snow  she  doubted  that 
they  touched  the  ground  at  alL  Once 
she  peered  over  the  side  for  a  last 
glimpse,  of  the  house,,  but  no  house 
was  there  in  the  ridge's  notch,  only  a 
diamond-bright  blaze,  like  a  fallen 
star..  •  □ 
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When  Mere  Images  Fail,  Words  Come  to  the 


By  CHRISTOPHER  MILLER 

In  many  films  of  the  past  year, 
audiences  seem  to  be  hearing 
voices.  Not  just  the  voices  of  the 
characters  talking  to  one  an¬ 
other  but  the  voices  of  narrators 
talking  directly  to  the  audience: 
speaking  over  events  as  they  hap¬ 
pen,  explaining  what  transpired  be¬ 
fore  or  foretelling  what  is  to  come. 

A  man  sits  at  a  bus  stop  and 
replays  highlights  of  his  life  story  in 
“Forrest  Gump."  A  reporter  tells  a 
human-interest  story  about  a  police¬ 
man  and  a  waitress  in  “It  Could 
Happen  to  You.”  An  ex-con  spins  the 
tale  of  a  prisoner’s  escape  in  “The 
Shawshank  Redemption."  A  pale  fig¬ 
ure  explains  how  he  got  his  night  job 
in  "Interview  With  the  Vampire." 

And  in  “Legends  of  the  Fall," 
which  opens  today,  a  Cree  Indian 
(played  by  Gordon  Tootoosis)  begins 
the  film  with  a  mystical  chant  in  his 
native  tongue,  before  the  narration 
turns  to  an  English  simulcast 
"Some  people  hear  their  own  inner 
voices  with  great  clearness,"  he 
says,  unfolding  a  tale  that  inter¬ 
weaves  the  voice-over  readings  of 
letters  among  members  of  the  Lud¬ 
low  family  as  they  drift  apart 
against  the  backdrop  of  World  War  I 
and  Prohibition. 

If  so  many  recent  films  use  voice¬ 
over  narration,  a  device  as  old  as 
talkies  themselves,  that  may  be 
partly  because  so  many  films  are 
based  on  books  with  vivid  inner 
voices  —  and  a  lot  to  explain.  Over 
the  years,  plenty  of  books  have  been 
turned  into  voice-over  movies,  with 


varying  success,  from  "Wuthering 
Heights”  (1939)  to  Martin  Scorsese's 
adaptation  of  Edith  Wharton’s  "Age 
of  Innocence”  (with  a  voice-over 
from  Joanne  Woodward)  to  "Little 
Women,"  which  opened  Wednesday 
with  Winona  Ryder,  as  Jo,  narrating. 


The  director  Edward  Zwiek  com¬ 
plained  about  the  difficulty  of  trying 
to  encompass  the  long  time  span  and 
sprawling  itinerary  in  the  novella  of 
"Legends  of  the  Fall.”  says  Jim 
Harrison,  the  author.  The  movie 
takes  its  main  character,  Tristan 
(Brad  Pitt),  from  Montana  to 
France,  then  back  home  to  the  West 
and  on  an  ocean  voyage  reminiscent 
of  the  one  in  "Moby-Dick.1 

"I  told  Ed.  T  didn't  write  the  story 
for  you  guys;  I  wrote  it  for  me,’ " 
Mr.  Harrison  says,  admitting  that  he 
had  tried  three  screen  adaptations  of 
his  own.  Voice-overs,  he  adds,  were 
the  "only  way  to  make  certain 
bridges  in  the  movie.” 

Some  purists  might  argue  that  any 
form  of  voice-over  is  a  crutch,  a 
cheap  way  of  smuggling  in  plot  de¬ 
tails.  Films,  the  classic  argument 
goes,  should  show,  not  tell;  they  have 
so  many  visual  and  dramatic  re¬ 
sources  that  they  shouldn’t  try  to  be 
like  books.  Frank  Darabont.  who 
adapted  "The  Shawshank  Redemp¬ 
tion"  from  the  Stephen  King  novella 
"Rita  Hayworth  and  the  Shawshank 
Redemption,”  admits  to  struggling 
with  this.  It  was  seeing  a  film  by  Mr. 
Scorsese  that  solved  the  problem.  "I 
was  watching  'Goodfellas'  on  cable 
one  weekend,"  Mr.  Darabont  says, 
“and  realized  that  Ray  Liotta's  nar¬ 


Joseph  Lederer/ Columbia  Pictures 

Author  Winona  Ryder  appears  as  Join  “Little  Women"  and 
narrates  the  story,  which  is  based  on  the  classic  novel. 


_  Kerry  Hayesrirt-Siar  Pictures 

Witness  Brad  Pitt  is  Tristan,  the  focus  of  "Legends  of  the  Pati.’-, 
but  the  Him  is  narrated  by  an  all-knowing  Cree  Indian. 
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Self  Tom  Hanks,  as  ffte  main  characterin  “Forrest  Gump," sits  on 
a  park  bench  and  tells  his  story  —  but  what  exactly  is  he  sa.v/n^? 


ration  was  so  indelible  that  I  couldn't 
imagine  the  movie  without  it.” 

The  voice  of  the  first-person  nar¬ 
rator  in  Mr.  King's  novella  im¬ 
pressed  Mr.  Darabont  in  the  same 
way.  “It  was  so  present  to  me,"  he 
says,  “that  I  had  to  put  it  into  the 
movie."  From  the  film’s  opening,  the 
narrator  (Morgan  Freeman)  gives 
the  viewer  the  sense  of  settling  down 
with  a  good  book,  and  tells  how  a 
fellow  convict  (Tim  Robbins)  once 
—  in  a  way  —  brought  Rita 
Hayworth  to  prison.  Mr.  Darabont,  a 
longtime  fan  of  Mr.  King's  fiction, 
particularly  admires  the  way  the 
writer  "will  drop  something  into 
your  ear  and  explain  it  much  later." 

In  Mr.  Darabont's  opinion,  it  was¬ 
n't  simply  the  words  that  left  a  dis¬ 
tinctive  mark  on  his  film;  it  was  also 
the  sound  of  the  narrator's  voice. 
"We  were  very  lucky  to  have  Mor¬ 
gan  Freeman."  he  says.  “There  is  so 
much  dignity  and  warmth."  Indeed. 
Mr.  Freeman's  mellow  baritone  has 
a  way  of  guiding  the  viewer  through 
a  bleak  prison  world.  "If  you  can't 
imagine  a  film  without  the  voice¬ 
over,  then  it's  been  used  well."  Mr. 
Darabont  says. 

On  the  other  hand,  Mr.  Darabont 
continues,  "if  the  voice-over  isn't 
integral  to  the  story,  then  it's  just  a 
Band-Aid."  In  1990,  movie  audiences 


got  the  chance  to  decide  whether  a 
voice-over  was  necessary  when  Rid¬ 
ley  Scott’s  “Blade  Runner"  was 
shown  without  the  Harrison  Ford 
narration  that  had  been  attached  to 
the  film  in  1982.  To  Mr.  Darabont  and 
many  others,  the  voice-over  had  only 
intruded  on  the  film's  sense  of  post- 
apocalyptic  loneliness. 

The  style  of  the  narration  in 
“Blade  Runner"  paid  homage  to 
film  noir  of  the  40's  and  50’s,  when 
the  use  of  voice-overs  arguably 
reached  its  peak.  Back  then,  the 
films  sounded  like  the  hard-boiled 
novels  from  which  they  often 
sprang;  and  on  the  whole,  the. films' 
narrators  were  not  nearly  as  likable 
as  this  year's  crop. 

One  of  the  most  famous  was  not 
even  alive.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
filrrD'Sunset  Boulevard"  (1950),  the 
narrator,  the  washed-up  screenwrit¬ 
er  Joe  Gillis  (William  Holden),  floats 
dead  in  a  swimming  pool.  We  know 
we  are  in  for  a  twisted  tale  when  the 
palmy  opening  montage  cuts  to  rip¬ 
pling  silhouettes  of  cops  and  report¬ 
ers  peering  into  the  pooL 

A  similarly  disembodied  voice 
was  heard  in  "Reversal  of  Fortune" 
(1990)  when  Sunny  von  Bulow 
(Glenn  Close)  narrates  from  her 
hospital  bed.  She  knows  what  put  her 
into  a  coma  but  can’t  say.  Such  a 
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device  plays  with  our  desire  for  om¬ 
niscience  in  a  narrator. 

While  Walter  Neff  (FredMacMur- 
ray)  is  not  dead  at  the  beginning  of 
“Double  Indemnity"  (1944),  he’s 
fast  on  his  way  to  being  so.  In  a 
Dictaphone  confessional  to  his  boss, 
Neff  tells  how  he  failed  to  get  the 
girl,  get  the  money  and  achieve  inner 
wholeness.  What  he  did  achieve  was 
a  bullet  in  the  gut,  but  not  until  the 
end  do  we  realize  that  all.  this  time  he 
has  been  bleeding  through  his  shirt. 

Fifty  years  later,  “Interview  With 
the  Vampire"  uses  a  similar  confes¬ 
sional  technique,  with  Louis  (Mr. 
Pitt)  telling  his  story  to  an  over- 
curious  writer  (Christian  Slater) 
armed  with  a  tape  recorder.  Unlike  ' 
Walter  Neff,  though,  Louis  has  all 
the  time  in  the  world  to  talk.  He's  not 
dying;  he's  undead. 

The  recent  “Cobb"  also  uses  a 
voice-over  interview  to  examine  a 
difficult  character.  Here  the  irasci¬ 
ble  title  character  (Tommy  Lee  . 
Jones)  tells  his  life  story  to  his  biog¬ 
rapher  (Robert  Wuhl).  The  most  fa¬ 
mous  interview  film  of  all  —  with  the 
most  inscrutable  subject  —  is,  of 
course,  “Citizen  Kane"  (1941).  But  . 
instead  of  getting  at  Kane  directly, 
Orson  Welles  spliced  together  a 
newsreel,  five  different  narrators 
.  and  j£e  journalist  wijp_cin(eryjgws^ 
.!■:  -,nt  .r-s.yj OS  *  jiinnbi 


them  alL  “Immortal  Beloved,"- the 
new  Beethoven  film,  uses,  a  similar 
method  as  Beethoven's  biographer.', 
and  three  women  (Uscdss  the  great 
man  in  voice-over  after  his  death. 

But  for  the  most  part,  films  since 
“Citizen  Kane”  have  avoided  such  a 
complex  web  of  voice-overs/  Per¬ 
haps  the  year's  most  direct  and  un¬ 
complicated  voice-over;  is  in  ^For- 
rest  Gump.”. Forrest,  with  an  LQ.  of 
75,  makes  an. unusuaLna rrator ,  since 
the  scenes  the  audience  sees  .are  far 
more  complex  than  his  Language 
could  possibly  convey.  As  hfe  voice¬ 
over  trails.  ofL  and  the  flashbacks 
begin*  people  may  honestly,  wonder 
what  Gump  is.' actually. saying  to  the 
person  sitting  on  the  bench.  How,-  for 
instance,  does  he  descnbe.his  sexual 
initiation?.  But;  of.  course,  without 
Gump’s  narration,  watching  the  film 
would  be  like,  sitting  through  a  . slide 
show  of  a  stranger's: vacation... 

■  Whether  it  is  Gump  at  a.  bus  stop 
or  Joe.  Gillis  floating  in  Norma  Des¬ 
mond's  pool,-  narrators  insist  that 
they  are  presenting  real  testimony.  - 
As  Wait  Whitman  put  it,  "I  am  thq 
man,!  suffered,  1  was  there”  .’  - 


A  Not  So  Little  Small  Film 


By  DOUGLAS  MARTIN 

It  has  been  three  years  since  Rob- . 
ert  Benton's  last  movie  opened, 
a  big  movie  with  big  stars  called 
"Billy  Bathgate,"  which 
dropped  with  a  thud.  Today,  he 
is  coming  back  with  another  film 
with  big  stars,  “Nobody’s  Fool." 

And  how  does  he  size  this  one? 

"I  call  it  a  small  movie  because 
I'm  nervous  about  calling  it  a  big 
movie,”  said  Mr.  Benton,  a  thought¬ 
ful  and  meticulous  speaker.  “It's  not, 
on  the  surface  of  things,  what  many 
people  perceive  as  a  commercial 
film." 

But  the  movie,  shot  on  a  budget  of 
less  than  $20  million,  is  provoking 
interest  because  it  allows  Paul  New¬ 
man,  who  just  received  the  New 
-York  Film  Critics  Award  for  his 
performance,  to  combine  those  no- 
account  losers  he  played  in  "Hud" 
and  “Cool  Hand  Luke"  back  in  the 
60’s  into  a  good-looking  older  coot 
capable  of  growth.  It  was  also  one  of 
the  last  two  films  in  which  Jessica 
Tandy  appeared.  And  it  brings  Mr. 
Benton,  62,  back  into  prominence  as 
a  writer  and  direcror. 

In  hindsight,  it  seems  almost  logi¬ 
cal  how  Mr.  Bemon's  rather  check¬ 
ered,  undeniably  brilliant  career  led 
to  this  point.  He  failed  in  his  ambi¬ 
tion  to  be  a  painter,  became  one  or 
the  smart-aleck  Esquire  editors  who 
dreamed  up  the  Dubious  Achieve¬ 
ment  Awards  and  turned  to  screenw¬ 
riting  because  an  acquaintance  had 
gotten  $25,000  for  a  screenplay  writ¬ 
ten  for  Doris  Day.  more  money  than 
Mr.  Benton  had  ever  dreamed  of. 

With  David  Newman,  he  wrote  the 
screenplay  for  "Bonnie  and  Clyde" 
in  1967.  and  went  on  to  pal  around 
with  Francois  Truffaut,  Jean-Luc 
Godard  and  the  other  gods  of  cine¬ 
ma's  New  Wave.  From  the  begin¬ 
ning,  he  positioned  himself  as  an 
outsider.  Bonnie  and  .Clyde  Barrow, 
for  instance,  were  discovered  in  a 
footnote  in  a  biography  of  John  Dil- 
linger  that  said,  "Not  only  were  they 
outlaws,  they  were  outcasts." 

For  more  than  a  year  in  the  early 
1970's  Mr.  Benton  tried  futilelv  to 
write  a  comedy,  based  on  the  1913 
invasion  of  Mexico,  for  Paul  New¬ 
man,  who  wanted  to  direct  it  U 
never  materialized,  though  Mr.  New¬ 
man  claims  not  to  have  given  up  on 
the  project. 

Mr.  Benton's  own  directing  credits 
include  “Bad  Company”  in  1972; 
"The  Late  Show”  in  1977;  "Kramer 
vs.  Kramer"  in  1979,  for  which  he 
won  Academy  Awards  for  best  di¬ 
rector  and  best  screenplay;  "Still  of 
the  Night"  in  1982;  "Places  in  ihe 
Heart’’  in  1984,  and  "Nadine”  in 
1987. 

Between  these  films,  there  were 


long  periods  of  incubation,  to  put  it 
kindly.  For  example,  after  “Billy 
Bathgate”  he  spent  nearly  two  years 
working  on  a  screenplay  for  Disney 
based  on  “War  in  the  Val  d’Orica," 
the  memoir  of  a  woman  named  Iris 
Origo  who  lived  in  Tuscany  during 
World  War  II.  After  showing  his 
script  to  three  readers  he  trusted,  he 
gave  up  the  whole  enterprise. 

"I  found  that  my  voice  is  Ameri¬ 
can  and  that  I  cannot  write  Euro-, 
peans  without  making  them  carica¬ 
tures,”  said  Mr.  Benton,  who  is  a 
native  of  Waxahachie,  Tex.  "Maybe 
someday  I’ll  be  able  to." 


Knn  Hjvt*  Pjrammm  PKiium 

Paul  Newman 

"Nobody's  Fool"  could  hardly  be 
more  American,  ft  is  a  small-town 
fable  based  or.  the  acclaimed  1993 
novel  of  the  same  title  by  Richard 
Russo.  It  tells  the  story  of  Sully,  a  60- 
year-old  part-time  construction 
worker  and  local  character  from  up- 
slate  New  York  who  years  ago 
walked  out  on  his  wife  and  son.  Sully, 
played  by  Mr.  Newman,  bounces 
harmlessly  through  life's  relation¬ 
ships,  including  his  bantering  friend¬ 
ship  with  Miss  Beryl  (Ms.  Tandy*, 
who  long  ago  was  his  eighth-grade 
teacher.  Events  allow  Sully  to  be¬ 
come  acquainted  with  the  son  and 
grandson  he  has  never  really  known. 

"Newman’s  character  changes  by 
five  degrees  in  the  movie,"  said 
Scott  Rudin,  who  produced  the  movie 
with  Arlene  Donovan.  "Because  of 
the  delicacy  with  which  the  story  is 
told,  that  has  tremendous  impact. 

The  picture’s  emotional  focus 
comes  partly  from  Mr.  Benton's  own 
thoughts  about  his  relationships, 
particularly  that  with  his  son.  John, 
a  2S-year-old  painter  and  gallerv  di¬ 
rector.  He  remembers,  for  example. 


when  his  son  stopped  holding  his 
hand.  “The  moment  they  stop,  they 
stop  forever,"  he  said. 

It  is  against  this  sharp  memory 
that  he  measures  the  awkward  re¬ 
uniting  of  Sully  and  his  son,  Peter, 
played  by  Dylan  Walsh.  He  recalls  a 
scene  in  which  the  son  walks  his 
father  to  jail  as  "the  ideal  father-son 
scene." 

Like  Mr.  Benton's  two  most  suc¬ 
cessful  directing  efforts,  “Kramer 
vs.  Kramer"  and  "Places  in  the 
Heart,"  the  new  film  emphasizes  the 
unrolling  of  emotions.  "It’s  very 
hard  to  say  what  this  movie  is  about, 
on  a  certain  level,"  Mr.  Benton  said. 
"It’s  about  how  you  can't,  finally, 
avoid  love.  And  I'm  not  sure  quite 
what  I  mean  by  love.” 

Actors  say  they  most  value  Mr. 
Benton's  ability  to  draw  forth  believ¬ 
able  emotions  in  both  players  and 
the  audience. 

"Of  all  the  directors  I've  ever 
worked  for,  Benton  is  extremely  sen¬ 
sitive  and  intuitive,"  said  Sally 
Field,  who  won  an  Academy  Award 
for  best  actress  in  "Places  in  the 
Heart."  "He  connects  to  the  most 
minute  things,  the  slight  movement 
of  hands." 

But  those  who  have  worked  with 
him  say  he  is  far  from  dictatorial, 
allowing  actors  immense  flexibility. 
"He  allows  things  Lo  develop,"  Mr. 
Newman  said.  “He  just  eaves¬ 
drops."  The  director,  for  his  pari, 
insists  that  good  directing  is  “very 
little  directing  and  good  casting.”  He 
said  that  without  Mr.  Newman  he 
could  not  have  made  the  picture  he 
wanted.  “F  think  Brando  would  have 
been  terrific,"  he  said,  “but  1  would¬ 
n’t  have  known  how  to  do  it  with 
Brando." 


One  of  his  principal  tools  in  devel¬ 
oping  characters  is  conversation. 
Mr.  Benton  said  he  had  lunch  with 
Mr.  Newman  three  times  a  week  in 
his  trailer  during  the  filming  of  the 
movie  last  winter.  Mr.  Newman 
made  salad,  and  they  endlessly  dis¬ 
cussed  the  character  of  Sully.  “It 
was  very  close  to  something  in  him 
that  he  drew  on,"  Mr.  Benton  said  of 
Mr.  Newman's  portrayal.  -He  has  a 
real  sympathy  for  people  who  gel 
neglected." 

There  were  also  some  novel  ap¬ 
proaches.  For  example,  one  day  ear¬ 
ly  in  rehearsals  Mr.  Benton  had  Mr. 
Newman  and  Melanie  Griffith,  who 
plays  Sully’s  almost  romantic  inter¬ 
est,  switch  roles.  Despite  Ms.  Grif¬ 
fith's  beauty  and  sexuality,  Mr.  Ben¬ 
ton  had  decided  that  her  pan  was 
essentially  that  of  one  of  the  guys. 
“It  turned  out  they  were  inter¬ 
changeable,"  Mr.  Benton  said.  “She 
was  like  Jean  Arthur  in  'Only  An¬ 
gels  Have  Wings.’ " 


Christopher  Miner  is  a  teaching 
fellow  in  English  jiferatnre  ai  Har- 
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JOY  TO  THE  WORLD 


By  Randolph  ross  I  Edited  by  Will  Shortz 


ACROSS 

1  Her  Majesty:  Abbr. 
5  Euripides  tragedy 
10  Southwestern  sights 
15  Wharton  deg. 

18  Feet 

19  Anemic  in  the 
extreme 

20  Double  duty? 

21  Auction  conclusion 

22  Season's  greetings 
from  Athens 

25  Jet  a  ffliction 

26  Oklahoma  Indian 

27  - bodkins 

28  Paisley  and  Fleming 

29  Subscribe  to 

31  Season's  greetings 
from  Seoul 

34  Controversial  coat 
materia] 

35  “Steppenwoir 
author 

36  Game  show  group 

37  Mideast  carrier 

38  Wear  well 

39  Store  money 

41  Go  out  with  a  bang 

42  Actor  Mineo 

43  Uncle  of  note 

46  Oklahoma  city 

47  Provide  with 
information 

50  Mother  of  Horus 
52  Denton  of  "Our  Miss 
Brooks" 
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54  Season's  greetings 
from  Rome 

57  Start  for  plop  or 
plunk 

59  Some  steak  orders 

60  - Rock 

(Australian  tourist 
Site! 

61  Major-league 

63  Nagy  of  Hungary 

64  Season's  greetings 
from  Oslo 

68  "Lucky  Jim"  author 

69  Kind  of  (ax 

71  Desk-box  words 

72  Orange  container 

73  Jerk 

74  Season's  greetings 
from  Paris 

78  Overcharged 

79  Half  a  train  toot 

81  Rules 

82  - Friday 

83  Simile  center 

84  Hwys. 

85  Gerard  and  Hodges 

86  Lunchtimes 

88  Fort - .Ontario 

90  Diving  position 

91  "inside  the  Third 
Reich"  writer 

94  First  of  a  Roman  irio 
98  The  other  woman 
100  Season's  greetings 
from  Madrid 
102  Marble 


103  Baby  sitter's  bane 

104  - du  Diable 

105  Sixth-century  date 

1 06  Street  of  film 

107  Season's  greetings 
from  Dublin 

112  J.F.K.  info 

113  Travel  book? 

114  Come  to  the  fore 

1 15  - homo 

116  U.S.C.G.  call 

117  City  on  the  Aire 

1 18  Lee  and  Roosevelt 

119  Unwelcome  growth 
DOWN 

1  “Mayor"  author 

2  Have  no  taste  for 

3  Nome's  domes 

4  Eva's  half  sister? 

5  Kangaroo  pouches 

6  Biblical  judge 

7  Create  wardrobes 

8  What's  left 

9  Without  a  key 
10  “No ~ — "(menu 

line) 

M  Sorbonne  summer 

12  Ruy 

13  Treat,  as  glass 

14  Have  car  trouble 

15  Season's  greetings 

from  Oahu 
IG  MTVbadboy 

17  .Silver 


19  Third  degrees 

23  Red-and-white 
containers 

24  Adm.'s  outfit 

30  The  Galapagos,  e.g. 

32  C.I.A.  predecessor 

33  Tot’s  timeout 

34  Point  of  view 
37  Tales  From 

Shakespeare"  writer 

40  Cereal  box  abbr. 

41  E.M.K.  is  one 

42  Teutonic  triumph 

43  Lines 

44  Biblitailanguage 

45  Season's  greetings 
from  Manchester 

47  Signaled 

48  Folk  history 

49  Ready  a  rifle 

51  Descendants  of 
Noah 

53  “ - waslheskvso 

deep  a  hue":  Warner 

54  Tournament  pass 

55  Touch  upon 

56  Diamond  girl 
58  G ray ish  green 
60  Comrade 

62  O'Hara’s  home 

64  Day - 

65  Aware  of 

66  Accept  s  an 
invitation 

C - — 


70  Spanish  eyes 
72  Acted  craftily 

75  Nobelistpoel 
Karlfeldt  ei  al. 

76  River  to  the  L'bangi 

77  Greek  consonants 

78  - Tome 

80  "Golden  Boy" 

playwright ' 

82  Early  times 

85  1841  ballet 

86  Pince - 

87  Lab  work:  Abbr. 

88  Hosts 

89  Bridge  over  the 
Grand  Cana! 


90  Mescal 

91  Suit  materials 

92  Ambulance  suppl; 

93  Choice  wurd 

95  Cite,  as  reasons 

96  Spilefulness 

97  With  revisions 
99  Kidney-related 

100  60's-7b's  crime 
drama,  with  The" 

101  Wings 

108  Sonny 

109  Undignified  moun 

110  "...  man - 

mouse?" 

Ml  Chop 
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Why  your  child 
should  decide 
how  much  to  eat 


FEATURES 


PARENTING 


SALLY  SQUIRES 


B 


R*BINp.  threatening  or 
rewarding  children  to  be¬ 
come  members  of  the 


"clea„.p|a;e  dub..  — 

,ndoL4fe"me  °f  °Verea'ing 

3  *S*?y  by  University 

of  Illinois  at  Urbana-Champaign 
researchers,  who  examined  how 

HJlL  ak]grOUp  of  Pre*schoolens 
were  able  to  regulate  their  food 
intake. 

The  study  found  that  parents 
^.h®w«e  overly  authoritative 
a"?“*  ^  handicapped  their 
cm  wren  by  interfering  with  their 
ability  to  regulate  their  eating. 

Published  in  the  journal  Pedi- 
afncs,  the  study  involved  77  chil¬ 
dren  aged  three  to  five.  During 
one  phase,  children  were  given 
an  appealing  pre-lunch  drink  that 
contained  150  calories,  most  of  it 
from  sugar  and  starch. 

In  another  phase,  children  re¬ 
ceived  a  similar  drink,  but  sweet¬ 
ened  with  low-calorie  aspartame. 

Shortly  after  consuming  their 
drinks,  children  in  both  phases 
received  trays  containing  familiar 
child-friendly  foods,  such  as  ap¬ 
plesauce,  hot  dogs,  carrot  sticks, 
milk  and  cookies.  They  were  al¬ 
lowed  to  eat  as  much  of  any  food 
and  in  any  order  they  wanted. 

Youngsters  were  scored  on 
how  much  they  ate  after  consum¬ 
ing  the  drinks.  A  child  who  is 


In  the  Supreme  Court,  sitting  as 
a  Court  of  Civil  Appeals,  before 
Justices  Gavriel  Bach,  Tova 
Strassberg-Cohen  and  Zevi  Tal, 
in  the  matter  of  the  Attorney-Gen¬ 
eral,  appellant,  versus  A.  B.,  re¬ 
spondent  (C. A. 46 J 6/94). 


ON  June  30,  1991.  the 
Beersheba  District  Court 
declared  A.B.’s  nine- 
year-old  son  adoptable,  on  the 
ground  of  her  unfitness  to  bring 
him  up.  The  child's  father  was 
not  in  the  country  and  did  not 
appear.  * 

She  appealed  to  the  Supreme 
Court.  She  also  requested  that,  if 
the  order  declaring  the  child 
adoptable  was  confirmed,  the 
court  order  an  “open”  adoption, 
that  is,  that  her  relationship  with 
her  son  would  be  allowed  to  con¬ 
tinue.  This  issue  bad  not  been 
raised  in  the  District  Court. 

The  Supreme  Court  confirmed 
the  order  as  to  the  child  being 
adoptable,  but  the  issue  of  an 
“open”  adoption  was  referred  to 
the  District  Court  which  would 
deal  with  the  second  stage  of  the 
adoption  procedure:  the  issue  of 
an  adoption  order.  The  court  also 
ruled  that,  in  so  doing,  the  Dis¬ 
trict  Court  would  hear  evidence 
on  the  mother's  behalf  and  could 
also  hear  the  opinions  of  experts. 

The  Attorney-General  then  re¬ 
quested  the  Supreme  Court  to 
clarify  its  ruling.  He  pointed  out 
that  the  only  parties  in  die  appli¬ 
cation  for  an  adoption  order  were 
his  representative  and  the  pro¬ 
spective  adoptive  parents;  the 
Law  forbade  any  contact  be¬ 
tween  the  adoptive  and  the  natu¬ 
ral  parents,  and  section  34  im¬ 
posed  secrecy  as  to  the  former’s 

identity.  .  .  . 

He  also  suggested  that  the 
question  of  an  “open”  adoption 
be  dealt  with  at  a  separate  bear¬ 
ing  before  a  different  judge  from 
the  one  who  would  hear  the 
adoption  application.  The  only 
parties  would  be  his  representa¬ 
tive  and  the  mother,  the  adoptive 
parents’  views  being  presented  by 
a  social  welfare  officer. 

THE  ADOPTION  Law  of  19S1 
lays  down  a  procedure  m  two 

stages.  Section 

the  first  Stage,  provides  ttot,  b 
the  absence  of  apaient  s  consent 
a  court  may.  on  the  appheationof 

the  Attorney-Gcneralor^srep^ 


proficient  at  regulating  food  in¬ 
take  will  eat  fewer  calories  at 
lunch  after  drinking  the  i sugar- 
containing  drink.  About  two- 
thirds  of  the  children  were  able  to 
compensate  by  consuming  less 
food. 

Not  surprisingly,  “kids  who 
were  heavier  and  bad  a  higher 
body  fat  had  a  lower  score,  sug¬ 
gesting  that  they  did  not  regulate 
food  intake  as  well  as  the  oth¬ 
ers,”  said  Susan  L.  Johnson,  who 
conducted  the  study  as  part  of  her 
doctoral  dissertation  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Illinois. 

Problems  with  food  regulation 
were  most  pronounced  for  girts, 
said  Johnson,  who  coauthored 
the  study  with  Leann  L.  Bird), 
professor  of  human  development 
and  studies  at  Pennsylvania  State 
University.  “Boys  showed  about 
20  percent  better  food  regulation 
than  did  girls, ”  she  said. 

By  ages  three  to  five,  girls  were 
less  able  to  regulate  their  food 
intake  than  were  boys. 

“The  big  question  is  why?" 
Johnson  said.  “What  we  suppose 
is  happening  is  that  we  are  a  lot 
more  attentive  to  how  our  girls 
look  and  bow  much  they  are  eat¬ 
ing  compared  with  boys.  We 
want  our  children  to  grow  up  to 
be  big  boys  and  shapely  girls." 

(The  Washington  Post) 


Mandela’s  dirty 
inheritance 


EARTHLY  CONCERNS 


D’VORA  BEN  SHAUL 


WHEN  Nelson  Mandela 
was  elected  president  of 
South  Africa  he  inherit¬ 
ed  some  of  tiie  world’s  worst  en¬ 
vironmental  problems. 

This  is  the  conclusion  reached 
by  Canada's  International  Devel¬ 
opment  Research  Center 
(IDRC),  which  was  commis¬ 
sioned  to  assess  the  environmen¬ 
tal  situation  in  the  country. 

Six  South  African  specialists 
and  six  experts  from  other  coun¬ 
tries  worked  together  for  almost 
a  year  to  prepare  the  report  that 
was  recently  presented  to  the 
South  African  government. 

According- to  the  IDRC,  many 
of  the  most  pressing  problems 
Stem  from  the  former  apartheid 
system,  which  led  to  80  percent  of 
the  population  being  crowded 
into  the  so-called  homelands  cre¬ 
ated  for  the  black  people.  These 
enclaves  comprised  only  13  per¬ 
cent  of  the  area  of  the  country, 
and  the  drastic  overcrowding  re¬ 
sulted  in  the  total  degradation  of 
the  environment.  Today  these  ar¬ 
eas  are  virtually  'deforested  and 
seriously  eroded,  and  the  soil  is 
on  the  borderline  of  being  nonar¬ 
able. 

In  addition,  blacks  who 
moved  into  the  cades  were  classed 
as  temporary  residents.  No  effort 
was  made  to  provide  infrastruc¬ 
ture  in  the  slums  into  which  they 
moved. 

Today  these  areas  are  over¬ 
flowing  with  people  who  have  no 
access  to  sanitary  facilities  or 


Membership  in  the  ‘dean-plate  dub'  may  be  a  ticket  to  overweight. 


(Lass  Pleskow) 


dean  water,  and  in  some  places 
the  teeming  settlements  pose  a 
threat  to  the  entire  water  system 
of  the  area. 

Bad  farming  practices  have  led 
to  the  loss  of  some  400  million 
tons  of  topsofl  a  year  over  more 
than  a  decade.  This  is  rapidly 
causing  soil  depletion  with  the 
attendant  lowering  of-  crop 
success. 

The  IDRC  team  found  that 
most  factories  are  using  outdated 
equipment  and  creating  undue 
air  and  water  pollution.  Power 
plants  are  almost  all  coal  burning 
and  lade  proper  smokestacks  and 
pollution-preventing  scrubbers. 

Repairing  the  damage,  and 
preventing  further  deterioration, 
could  challenge  the  South  Afri¬ 
can  authorities  for  generations  to 
come. 

The  white  farmers  are  set  in 
the  ways  handed  down  to  them 
by  their  forefathers  and  are  slow 
to  accept  change,  and  the  black 
farmers  are  equally  reluctant  to 
see  the  advantage  of  new  agricul¬ 
tural  techniques. 

As  for  industry,  marginal  prof¬ 
its  and  a  lack  of  cash  flow  caused 
by  former  international  sanc¬ 
tions  have  placed  investment  in 
environment-protection  systems 
almost  beyond  financial  reach. 

On  top  of  all  that,  while  the 
white  citizens  seem  to  see  conser¬ 
vation  as  a  matter  of  wildlife  res¬ 
ervations.  the  blacks  see  conser¬ 
vation  as  simply  another  way  of 
forcing  them  off  their  land. 


When  adoption  is  not  an  open-and-shut  case 


resentative,  declare  a  child 
adoptable"  if  certain  conditions 
are  fulfilled. 

Section  14  obliges  the  court,  in 
the  first  stage,  to  give  a  parent  or 
guardian  “a  suitable  opportunity 
to  have  his  arguments  heard  and 
to  present  his  evidence." 

The  second  stage  is  the  issue  of 
an  adoption  order  under  section  1 
of  the  Law.  Under  section  6,  “A 
court  shall  not  make  an  adoption 
order  unless  the  adoptee  has 
lived  in  the  adopter’s  household 
foT  at  least  six  months  prior  to  the 
making  of  the  order....” 

Under  section  16  of  the  Law, 
“the  adoption  creates  the  same 
duties  and  rights  between  the 
adopter  and  the  adoptee  as  exist 
between  parents  and  their  chil¬ 
dren  and  confers  upon  the  adopt¬ 
er,  in  respect  of  the  adoptee,  the 
same  powers  as  parents  have  in 
respect  of  their  children;  it  termi¬ 
nates  the  duties  and  rights  be¬ 
tween  the  adoptee  and  his  par¬ 
ents  and  other  relatives  and  the 
powers  they  have  in  his  respect; 
however  (1)  the  court  may  re¬ 
strict  the  said  effects  in  the  adop¬ 
tion  order...." 

Section  34  of  the  Law  makes 
the  unauthorized  disclosure  of 
the  name  or  identity  of  any  party 
involved,  or  the  contents  of  any 
relevant  documents,  a  criminal 
offense  punishable  by 
imprisonment. 

THE  SUPREME  Court  ruled  in 
its  clarification  that  the  state  was 
to  raise  the  issue  of  the  “open" 
adoption  before  the  District 
Court  dealing  with  the  grant  of  an 
adoption  order.  There  was  some 
difficulty  in  finding  adoptive  par¬ 
ents,  and  an  application  for  an 
adoption  order  was  lodged  with 
the  District  Court  on  February 
14.  1993. 

On  April  29, 1993,  the  mother 
requested  that  court  to  grant  an 
“open”  adoption  order,  and  to 
allow  the  child  to  be  examined  by 
an  expert  on  her  behalf  with  a 
view  to  making  an  “open"  adop¬ 
tion  order. 

The  court  allowed  the  second 
request  in  the  child’s  interest, 
particularly  in  view  of  toe  long 
period  that  had  elapsed  since  the 
court  declared  him  adoptable. 
However,  it  refused  to  allow  the 
mother,  or  any  one  else  on  ber 
behalf,  to  appear,  since  that 
would  frustrate  the  basic  role  for- 


bidding  toe  biological  parents  to 
know  the  identity  of  the  adoptive 
parents.  The  Attorney  kjeneral 
then  appealed  to  the  Supreme 
Court  against  that  decision. 

JUSTICE  BACH  delivered  the 
first  judgment  of  the  court. 
Counsel  for  toe  Attorney-Gener¬ 
al,  he,  said,  had  submitted  that 
once  toe  child  had  been  declared 
adoptable,  his  parents  enjoyed 
no  special  status  in  any  subse- 

3uent  proceedings;  they  were  in 
ie  same  position  as  anyone  else. 
Therefore  the  mother  had  no 
right  to  participate  in  the  present 
proceedings,  let  alone  present  ev¬ 
idence  including  expert  opinions. 

Counsel  had  relied,  he  said,  on 
section  16  above,  and  on  rules 
269,  284,  and  294  of  the  Civil 
Procedure  Rules  of  1984.  How¬ 
ever,  section  16  referred  to  toe 
situation  after  the  final  adoption 
order,  and  rules  284  and  294  re¬ 
ferred  only  to  formal  matters. 

Under  section  15(a)  of  the 
Law,  he  continued.  “Where  a 
parent  consents  to  a  child  being 
adopted,  or  the  court  declares  the 
child  adoptable,  and  no  guardian 
bas  been  appointed  for  the  child, 
toe  rights,  duties,  and  powers  of 
the  parents  in  respect  of  the  child 
shall,  until  toe  court  decides  oth¬ 
erwise,  vest  in  a  welfare  officer... 
as  if  he  had  been  appointed 
guardian  of  the  child  instead  of 
toe  parent." 

It  was  difficult,  he  said,  to  con¬ 
ceive  of  a  parent's  right  to  re¬ 
quest  an  “open”  adoption,  which 
would  ensure  his  being  able  to 
continue  seeing  his  child,  being 
vested  in  a  welfare  officer.  That 
official  could  certainly  not  pre¬ 
sent  the  parent’s  case  completely 
and  convincingly. 

More  to  toe  point  was  rule  294 
which  provided  “(a)  The  court 
shall  not  restrict  the  results  of  the 
adoption  without  hearing  the  At¬ 
torney-General,  the  adopter,  and 
the  adoptee's  guardian-ad-litem 
(representing  the  adoptee  in  the 
case),  (b)  The  court  shall  not  or- 
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der  toe  continuation  of  an  obliga¬ 
tion  or  power  between  toe  adopt¬ 
ee  and  a  parent  or  relative  with¬ 
out  hearing  the  parent  or 
relative.” 

It  was  obvious,  he ‘said,  that 
the  regulation  applied,  as  a  rule,, 
to 'the  adoptee’s  parents,  to 
whom  rule  294(b)  gave  a  specific 
right  i,o  be  heard  regarding  the 
continuation  of  their  contact  with 
their  child. 

However,  Justice  Bad)  contin¬ 
ued,  whatever  toe  formal  proce¬ 
dural  position  might  be,  once  the 
child  had  been  declared  adopt¬ 
able,  the  question  whether  the 
adoption  was  -to  be  “open”  or 
not,  which  had  not  yet  been  in¬ 
vestigated,  was  to  be  dealt  with 
by  the  court  before  it  made  its 
final  derision.  It  was  unreason¬ 
able  that  the  child’s  mother 
should  not  be  enabled  to  present 
her  case  for  the  right  to  continue 
seeing  her  child.  Hearing  only  the 
Attorney-General  -  whose  nega¬ 
tive  attitude  to  an  “open"  adop¬ 
tion  was  known  from  toe  very 
beginning  in  the  present  instance 
-  would  certainly  not  be  just.  ' 

It  was  tree  that  every  effort 
was  to  be  made  to  prevent  toe 
mother  meeting  the  adoptive  par¬ 
ents,  and  also  to  avoid  the  child 
being  subjected  to  a  number  of 
examinations  by  experts. 

Justice  Bach  proposed,  there¬ 
fore.  that  the  District  Court  first 
hear  the  mother  and  her  counsel, 
and  the  Attorney-General's  rep¬ 
resentative,  on  toe  question  of  an 
“open”  adoption.  It  could  also 
hear  evidence  if  it  saw  fit,  and  toe 
parties’  summations. 

Even  if  toe  mofeer  were  not  a 
“party”  (and  he  was  not  con¬ 
vinced  of  that),  she  could  be 
heard  as  a  relevant  witness. 

He  also  held  that  it  was  not 
desirable  for  a  number  of  experts 
to  be  involved,  and  suggested 
that  the  court  itself  appoint  an 
expert. 

After  deriding  the  question  of 
the  type  of  adoption,  toe  court 
would  then  convene  again,  at  an¬ 


other  time,  to  give  its  final  deci¬ 
sion  after  hearing  the  adoptive 
parents  and  the  Attorney- 
General. 

He  added  that  there  was  no 
reason  why  the  same  judge 
should  not  bear  the  two 
applications. 

justice  Bach  proposed,  there¬ 
fore.  that  toe  appeal  be  allowed 
as  laid  down  in  the  above 


JUSTICE  Strassberg-Cohen  con¬ 
curred.  She  analyzed  in  some  de¬ 
tail  the  advantages  and  disadvan¬ 
tages  in  the  two  approaches 
before  the  court. 

On  toe  one  hand,  there  was  no 
doubt  that  the  question  of  an 
“open”  adoption  could  be  raised 
at  the  first  stage.  The  parents 


coaid  then  have  their  frill  say,  and 
no  question  would  arise  of  their 
being  deprived  of  their  rights. 

On  toe  other  hand,  all  owing 
them  to  intervene  at  the  second 
stage  involved  obvious  risks.  For 
one  thing  -  and  toe  also  gave 
other  examples  -  potential  adop¬ 
tive  parents,  in  whose  home  toe 
child  had  lived  for  at  least  six 
months,  could  change  their 
minds  if  there  was  a  risk  of.  the 
natural  parents  continuing  to 
have  contact  with  their  child. 
There  was  also  the  risk  of  their 
identity  being  exposed. 

Indeed,  the  Adoption  Law  of 
1981  provided  for  the  two  stages, 
introducing  a  change  in  the  earli¬ 
er  Law  of  1960.  Moreover,  the 
current  literature  indicated  that 
the  conception  of  “open”  adop¬ 
tions  enjoyed  some  support. 

She  agreed  with  toe  Attorney- 
General  that  the  proper  stage  for 
dealing  with  toe  “open”  adoption 
question  was  the  first  and  not  toe 


second.  At  the  same  time  there 
could  be  exceptions,  and  she  ac¬ 
cepted  Justice  Bach’s  solution  to 
the  problem  in  the  present  case. 

She  added  that  toe  sensitive 
issue  of  restricting  an  adoption' 
order,  including  an  “open"  adop¬ 
tion,  should  be  regulated  by  the 
legislature  in  laying  down  clearly 
toe  stage  and  manner  of  dealing 
with  it,  including  the  procedures 
and  the  standing  of  .toe  natural 
parents. 

JUSTICE  TAL  agreed  with  Jus¬ 
tice  Bach  and  the  comments  of 
Justice  Strassberg-Cohen. 

IN  THE  result,  toe  appeal  was 
allowed  as  laid  down  by  Justice 
Bach. 

Eilata  ZisJdnd,  senior  assistant 
state  attorney,  appeared  for  the 
Attorney-General,,  and  Philip 
Marcus  appeared  for  the  mother. 

The  judgments  were  given  on 
December  5,  1994. 
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Don't  let  the  meeting  start  without  you! 


Tuesday,  October  10. 
Succot,  1995 


EDDIE’S  ORIGINAL  ^ 
LONDON  THEATRE  TOUR 
MARCH  21*29, 1995 

•  8  nights  B/B  Mount  Royal  Hotel 

•  5  best  West  End  shows  ■  2  tours 

•  All  transfers  UK  included 

Personally  escorted  by  Eddie  > 

W.  COST:  £775  per  person*^ 


Your  important  meeting,  early  flight, 
morning  parade  -  many  different 
reasons  for  rising  earty...and  no  one 
wants  to  be  late.  The  1 75  service 
will  wake  you  exactly  on  time. 

This  service  is  now  available 
through  your  telephone.  No  need  to 
apply  to  Bezeq. 

■  For  Ones  connected  to  digital  exchanges. 

■  Mter  toe  waka-up  can,  you  are  charged  3 
call  units  (about  78  ag.). 


How  Does  it  Work? 

Dial  175,  and  then  immediately  dial  the  time  at 
which  you  wish  to  be  woken.  Wait  for  confirmation. 
For  example,  if  you  want  to  be  woken  at  6:15  am, 
dial  without  a  break: 


confirmation 


For  additional  details,  call  177-022-0175 
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Central  bank  leaves 
interest  rates  alone 


Union  Bank  names  new  GM 


INTEREST  rates  will  remain  un¬ 
changed  next  month  at  17  per¬ 
cent,  the  Bank  of  Israel  an¬ 
nounced  yesterday. 

Despite  last  month’s  1.3% 
jump  in  the  Consumer  Price  In¬ 
dex,  the  central  bank  decided  to 
leave  the  rates  alone  following 
strong  pressure  by  the  Treasury 
and  the  business  sector  to  cut 
them. 

Asked  whether  he  would  re¬ 
duce  interest  rates  following  a 
moderate  CPI  increase,  Bank  of 
Israel  Governor  Jacob  Frenkel 
said  “we  don't  work  on  the  basis 
of  a  single  index.  The  goal  is  for 
us  to  be  convinced  that  inflation 
has  come  down  to  the  target  lev¬ 
els  set  by  the  government  and  the 
Bank  of  Israel,  of  between  8% 
and  11%.“ 

In  addition,  Frenkel  wants  to 
see  whether  the  government  will 
reduce  its  expenditures  and 
whether  its  package  deal  with  the 
private  sector  and  the  workers 
aimed  at  lowering  labor  costs  will 
come  to  fruition. 

However,  he  emphasized  that 
the  central  bank’s  monetary  poli¬ 
cy  is  not  tied  in  any  way  to  the 
package  deaL 

The  centra]  bank’s  shaip  inter- 


JOSE  ROSENFELD 

est  hikes  since  September  -  three 
1.5  percentage  point  increases  iu 
four  months  -  caused  Treasury 
Director-General  Aharon  Fogel 
to  warn  last  week  that  unless  the 
rates  are  cut  immediately,  the 
economy  will  be  heading  toward 
a  recession. 

Bank  of  Israel  spokesman 
Ohad  Bar-Efrat  said  yesterday 
that  the  central  bank  did  not 
change  rates  because  they  are  at 
the  appropriate  level  to  help 
bring  back  the  economy  down  to 
the  inflation  targets  set  by  the 
government. 

The  central  bank  also  an¬ 
nounced  that  next  month  it  will 
issue  four  weekly  tenders  of 
NIS  5  billion  each,  instead  of 
NlS6b.  currently.  It  will  also  re¬ 
duce  the  weekly  tenders  to  the 
public  to  NIS  450  million  from 
NIS  500m.  this  month,  for  credit 
over  a  four-week  period. 

As  of  January,  the  Bank  of  Is¬ 
rael  will  start  injecting  cash  in  the 
economy  by  means  of  buying 
publicly-held,  long-term  bonds. 

Up  until  this  year,  the  central 
bank  supplied  enough  money  to 
the  economy  by  means  of  its 


MKs  approve  tax  on 
imported  ice  cream 

EVELYN  GORDON 

IMPORTED  Ice  cream  wfli  now  be  taxed,  the  Knesset  Finance 
Committee  decided  yesterday. 

Hie  tax  was  requested  by  the  Industry  and  Trade  Ministry, 
which  charged  that  European  ice  creams,  in  particular,  do  not 
compete  fairly  with  Israeli  brands  because  they  are  made  with 
subsidized  milk  products,  while  Israeli  companies  must  pay  the 
real  cost  of  their  ingredients. 

This  makes  Israeli  brands  more  expensive. 

The  tax  will  be  imposed  on  all  imports,  and  not  just  those  from 
the  European  Community. 

However,  the  tax  on  each  item  wiD  be  calculated  as  die  differ¬ 
ence  between  what  the  producer  paid  for  the  ingredients  he  used 
and  what  those  ingredients  would  have  cost  in  Israel.  - 

Thus,  a  country  which  does  not  subsidize  its  dairy  products 
would  pay  less  tax  than  one  that  does. 

The  only  no  vote  in  the  committee  came  from  Ariel  Weinstein 
(Likud),  who  said  he  did  not  think  the  tax  would  stand  up  if 
challenged  in  the  High  Court  of  Justice. 

Last  year  -  the  first  year  imported  ice  cream  was  permitted  - 
Imports  totaled  some  $600,000,  die  ministry  said.  This  year,  the 
total  is  expected  to  double,  to  $L2  minion. 
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ACROSS 

1.  Full-service  brokerage  house 

2.  Highly  qualified  U.S  .-licensed  professionals 

3.  Home  of  Israel’s  largest  selection  of  international 
mutual  funds 

4.  Brokers  of  international  stocks  and  bonds  clearing 
through  Oppenheimer&Co.USA 

DOWN 

5.  The  best  of  Wall  Street  with  a  local  call 

6.  The  address  for  investments  in  commodities 
and  currencies 

7.  Experts  in  futures  and  options 

8.  Israeli  representatives  of  Mees  Pierson 
Derivatives  Ltd. 
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Everything  You  Need  To  Succeed 


CommStock  Trading  Ltd-  (Esl  1981)  f 
Futures,  Options  and  Stock  Brokers  * 

Jerusalem:  City  Tower,  34  Ben  Yehuda  SL  I 
Tel.  02-244963;  Fax.  02-244575  .=. 

Ramat  Gan:  Beit  Silver,  7  Abba  Hillel  St  J 
TcL  03-575-8826/27;  Fax.  03-575-6990  | 

Home-quote  terminate  end  beepers  wabble.  | 


tenders  to  commercial  banks. 
Failure  to  provide  enough  cash  to 
accommodate  for  economic 
growth  and  inflation  would  result 
in  higher  interest  rates. 

The  centra!  bank  will  announce 
its  intent  to  buy  bonds  from  the 
public  two  weeks  in  advance.  The 
day  before  purcha>ing  the  bonds, 
following  the  closing  of  the  stock 
market,  the  Bank  of  Israel  will 
publicize  the  series  of  bonds  and 
maximal  amounts  it  is  interested 
in  buying. 

Banks  and  other  stock  market 
members  will  be  allowed  to  make 
three  sell  orders  for  each  bond 
series. 

The  Bank  of  Israel  will  only 
intervene  in  the  long-term  bond 
market  up  to  once  a  month  and, 
at  first,  in  a  very  limited  manner. 

Given  the  limits  and  the  fact 
that  the  central  bank  can  only  buy 
the  bonds,  economists  said  the 
changes  will  not  affect  long-term 
interest  rates,  which  have  not 
fluctuated  as  significantly  as 
short-term  rates  in  the  past  two 
years. 

The  new  policy  allows  the  cen¬ 
tral  bank  to  enlarge  the  perma¬ 
nent  supply  of  money  from  long¬ 
term  savings. 


BANK  Leumi  UK  general  man¬ 
ager  David  Granot  will  be  the 
next  general  manger  of  Union 
Bank,  the  bank's  board  of  direc¬ 
tor  decided  yesterday. 

Granot  will  take  over  from  Ja¬ 
cob  Rail  immediately  after  he 
ends  his  tenure  with  Bank  Leumi 
in  England. 

Granot,  who  has  been  Leumi 
UK’s  general  manager  for  the 


GAUT  UPKiS  BECK 


past  four  years,  previously  head¬ 
ed  the  bank’s  capital  market  and 
financial  services  division. 

Before  joining  Leumi,  Granot 
held  a  number  of  senior  positions 
at  the  Finance  Ministry. 

Raif  was  appointed  managing 
director  of  Union  Bank  in  Jane 
1993,  immediately  after  the 


Strike  averted 
in  oil  sector 


RACHEL  NEMAN 


A  STRIKE  in  the  oil  sector  was 
averted  yesterday  after  progress 
was  reported  in  negotiations. 

MX  Amir  Peretz,  chairman  of 
the  Histadnit  professional  divi¬ 
sion,  said  last  night  an  agreement 
was  reached  between  Sonors 
management  and  workers.  In  ad¬ 
dition,  talks  at  Delek  were 
progressing. 

Although  Peretz  said  he  was 
satisfied  with  the  progress,  he  ex¬ 
pressed  disappointment  with  Paz, 
where  the  100  workers  remaining 
on  collective  agreement  have 
agreed  to  sign  personal  contracts. 
Peretz  said  they  may  have  been 
“tempted”  by  management 


Peretz  also  accused  .Paz  man¬ 
agement  of  using  fear  tactics  to 
bully  workers  “so  they  could  not 
longer  withstand  the  pressure  and 
stabbed  the  company’s  workers  - 
and  the  other  fuel  company 
workers  who  had  stood  alongside 
them  -  in  the  back.” 

Last  week  Paz’s  workers  met 
with  Peretz  and  the  Histadrut  with 
a  plea  for  help  but  yesterday  “they 
disappeared  as  if  the  earth  had 
swallowed  them  up,”  Peretz  said. 

He  said  the  Haifa  Workers 
Council  will  examine  the  legal  as¬ 
pects  of  a  Paz  document  cancel¬ 
ing  all  collective  agreements  with 
the  workers  committee. 


Costs  covered  by  new  health  tax 
won’t  figure  in  calculation  of  inflation 


HEALTH  costs  that  will  be  cov¬ 
ered  by  the  new  health  tax  in 
January  will  cease  to  be  part  of 
the  consumer  basket  of  goods 
and  services  used  to  calculate  in¬ 
flation,  the-Central  Bureau  of 
Statistics  announced  yesterday. 

In  order  to  avoid 
drop  of  roughly  4.2  percent  in 
January’s  index  from  the  elimina¬ 
tion  of  health  service  payments  to 
health  funds  from  the  consumer 
basket,  the  weight  of  this  service 
will  be  distributed  proportionate¬ 
ly  among  the  basket's  remaining 
elements. 

Although  ‘  some  members  of 
the  bureau's  advisory  committee 
recommended  to  include  the 
health  tax  in  the  index,  including 
National  Insurance  Institute  rep¬ 
resentatives,  the  majority  reject¬ 
ed  the  proposal,  which  would 
have  caused  a  jump  of  about  1% 
in  January’s  index. 

Capital  Holdings  chief  econo- 
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mist  Jonathan  Katz  said  that 
avoiding  that  jump  is  significant, 
since  it  could  start  off  next  year 
with-  a  high  mdexrdeterringrtht 
Bank  of  Israel  from  cuttmg^tier- 
est  rates. 

Treasury  economic  adviser 
Tsipi  Gal-Yam,  a  member  of  the 
bureau's  advisory  committee, 
called  the  decision  “fair  and  cor¬ 
rect,”  noting  that  it  was  neutral, 
since  it  did  not  involve  the  bureau 
in  figuring  which  costs  consumers 
cover  and  which  the  government 
pays. 

Under  CBS  rules,  direct  taxes 
such  as  Nil  payments  or  income 
tax  payments  are  not  included  in 
the  consumer  basket,  since  there 
is  no  one-to-one  correspondence 
between  the  actual  tax  paid  and 
service  received. 


Motorola-Israel  will  sell 
cellular  phones  to  Cellcom 
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MOTOROLA-ISRAEL  will  sell 
tens  of  thousands  of  advanced 
cellular  phones  to  its  new  com¬ 
petitor,  Cellcom,  which  will  sell 
them  in  its  chain  of  stores. 

Motorola,  which  together  with 
Bezek  runs  the  Pelephone  net¬ 
work  of  cellular  phones,  signed 
the  agreement  yesterday. 

The  telephones,  manufactured 
by  Motorola  and  bearing  its 
name,  work  by  the  digital  TDMA 
technology,  rather  than  the  ana¬ 
log  technology  by  which  Pele¬ 
phone  operates. 

“Cellcom  and  Motorola-Israel 

PRIME  n«T3 
Mutual  Fund  for 
Foreign  Residents 

Date:  22.12.94 
Purchase  Price:  96.41 
Redemption  Price:  94.97 
leumi  pia  tcomrfi  <© 
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continue  the  tradition  of  coopera¬ 
tion  between  BellSouth  [a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Cellcom  consortium] 
and  Motorola  International  in  the 
purchase  of  peripheral  equip¬ 
ment,”  said  Oren  Must,  Cell- 
corn's  deputy  marketing 
manager. 

Cellcom  will  open  four  stores, 
in  HerzJiya,  Canyon  AyaJon  (Ra¬ 
mat  Gan),  Canyon  Hazahav  (Ri- 
shon  Lezion)  and  Dizengoff  Cen¬ 
ter  (Tel  Aviv). 

Gil  Rappaport,  marketing 
manager  of  Motorola-Israel,  not¬ 
ed  that  the  international  compa¬ 
ny  was  the  largest  seller  of  cellu¬ 
lar  phones  in  the  world. 

In  Israel,  its  cellular  phones 
will  be  sold  to  Cellcom  subscrib¬ 
ers,  but  Motorola  itself  will  not 
sell  TDMA  phones  directly  to 
customers. 


Shlomo  Eliyahu  group  bought  60 
percent  of  it  from  Bank  Leumi 
and  the  government. 

Approximately  one  year  ago, 
Raif  informed  the  board  of-  bis 
decision  to  resign  and  move  into 
private  business. 

In- an  attempt  to  find  a  replace¬ 
ment,  Union’s  owners  negotiated 


with  several  bankers,  including 
United  Mizrahi  Bank  general 
manager  David  Blumbeig. 

Raffs  resignation  is  reportedly 
connected  with  ongoing  disputes 
with  Union’s  owners  on  issues  re¬ 
lated- to  the  bank’s  business 

strategy.  •  _  •  y 

Raif  agreed  to  the  board’s  re¬ 
quest  to  leave  the  bank  only  after 
Granot  starts  his' new  position. :  *' 


As  a  result,  tire  bureau’s  next 
consumer  basket  price  survey  in 
1997  will  eliminate  health  ser¬ 
vices  covered  by  the  new  tax. 

By  contrast,  die  CPI  will  con¬ 
tinue  measuring  the  price  of  ser¬ 
vices.,  that  are  not  covered  bjrthe- 
new  '  tax,  including.  -  payments  lo 
private  physicians,  dental  care, 
and  out-of-pocket  expenses  for 
medication  and  medical 
equipment 

According  to  an  official,  the 
decision  will  reduce  the  pressure 
on  the  Treasury  to  reduce  em¬ 
ployees’  health  tax  payments  as  a 
means  to  lower  their  inflationary 
impact,  giving  the  ministry  the  . 
option  to  cut  2%  off  the  employ¬ 
ers’  portion  of  the  health  tax  (mas 
makbil),  which  now  stands  at 
4.95%. 

Gal- Yam  said  that  whatever 
solution  to  lower  labor  costs  is 
adopted  next  year,  the  individ¬ 
ual’s  tax  burden  will  not  increase. 


BUSINESS  BRIEFS 

Elite  buys  66%  share  of  factory  in  Poland:  Elite  Industries  has 
invested  SSmillion.in  the  purchase  of  a  66  percent  share  of  a  cake  . 
and  baked  goods  producing  factory  in  Poland,  the  company 
informed  the  Tel  Aviv  Stock  Exchange  yesterday.  The  shares  were 
acquired  from  J.  Lyons,  a  member  of  Allied  Domeco,  which-is 
one  of  the  largest  food  groups  in  England.  Spolem,  a  cooperative 
of  Polish  workers  which  owns  bakeries  and  other  businesses  . 
there,  is  Elite's  partner  in  the- factory. 

Bank  Hapoalim  Leasing,  Israel  Tractors  establish  company:  Bank 
Hapoalim  Leasing,  a  member  of  the  Bank  Hapoalim  group,  has 
established  a  financing  and  leasing  company  in  equal  partnership 
with  Israel  Tractors  and  Equipment  Co.  YAD  Financing  and 1 
Leasing  Tractors  and  Equipment  started  to  operate  in  October. 
Hapoalim  said  the  company  was  established  to  provide  services 
specifically  for  Israel  Tractor’s  customers,  who  are  engaged  in 
the  mechanical  and  engineering  sector.  The  company  offers  a  . 
variety  of  loans  and  leasing  transactions. 

Int’l  firms  «»iri  interested  in  building  oil  storage  facilities  here:  A 
number  of  international  companies  are  examining  the  possibility  of 
establishing  oil  storage  futilities  in  Israel,  Energy  Minister  Moshe 
Shahal  said  over  the  weekend.  He  declined  to  name  names  bat  - 
said  several  Japanese  companies  were  among  those  interested 
•Shahal  mentioned  a  plan  for  five  oil  pipelines  to  traverse 
Israel,  supplying  Western  Europe  with  100  million  tons  of  oil  per 
year.  A  similar  proposal  has  been  made  for  a  gas  pipeline 
between  Haifa  and  the  Nile  Delta,  which  would  eventually 
continue  up  through  Lebanon  and  Syria. . 

No  foreign  currency  trading  today:  The  Bank  of  Israel  yesterday  . 
announced  that  no  foreign  currency  trading  will  take  place  today 
since  the  international  foreign  currency  markets  will  be  dosed  to 
mark  Christmas. 

Israel  Chemicals  workers  demonstrate  gainst  privatization:  - 
Workers  at  Israel  Chemicals’  various subsidiaries  in  the  Negev 
demonstrated  against  tire  plamied  privatization  of  the’  -  :  - 

govemment-dvnted  conglomerate  yesterday.  /  ‘  :  7  ' 

-Tie  warkers  WodcedtrafSc  at  the  BeitJSama  Junbfibn,  north  ■ 
of  Beetsheba,  foflbbuiaOimnntes.  PoEcfe  hadartvised  tire'  *  v 

workers’  leaders  that  their  demonstration  was  illegal,  as  it  had  •  ' 
not  been  coordinated  with  them  in  advance,  but  allowed  it  to 
proceed  with  a  10-minute  tone  limit  After  20  minutes  of  militant 
speeches,  the  workers  dispersed  •  Amir  Rozenblit 

Claridge  Israel  Investments  sells  15%  of  holdings  in  Osem.-  • 
Claridge  Israel  Investments  Company  has  sold  15  percent  of  its 
holdings  in  Osem  to  the  Cayman  International  Trust  Company. 

Claridge  has  the  right  to  sell  opto  26.66%  of  its  Osem  holdings. 

4.5%  of  businesses  here  said  in  danger  of  bankruptcy:  Some  45 
percent  of  all  businesses  here  are  in  danger  of  bankruptcy, 
according  to  a  survey  by  Business  Data  International.  Some  12% . 
of  the  15,000  companies  surveyed  were  categorized  as  “high  risk.” 
BDI’s  model,  developed  by  the  Belgian  branch  of  parent 
company  Gray  don  International,  takes  rates  of  liquidity,  efficiency 
and  profitability  into  account,  along  with  payment,  financing  and 
work  relation  methods  and  policies. 


Redemotion  Price:  130.99 
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HAIFA 

WELCOME  HOME  FUND  SCHOLARSHIPS 

The  Jerusalem  Post  Welcome  Home  Fund  will  present 
14  scholarships  today,  Monday,  December  26  at  5  p  m 
to  residents  of  Haifa,  at  City  Hall,  14  Rehov  Hassan  Shukri 
in  the  presence  of  the  Mayor. 

Readers  of  The  Post  who  would  like  to  attend  the 
presentation  should  phone 
Ofra,  Hiya  or  Sigal  at  04-356350/1  for  details. 
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Ministry  won’t  object  to 


»  i 


Court:  Delta 
not  liable  for 
for  demise  of 
Pan  Am 

T12??' K  (Reut")  -  Del.. 

Lines  Inc.  won  a  major  court 

federal  judge  rated  it  was  not  lia- 

*  *r..p“  A®  Corp/s  demise 
and  sard  the  bankrupt  airline's 
estate  must  repay  Delta  for  emer¬ 
gency  financing. 

US  District  Judge  Robert  Pat¬ 
terson  ruled  that  Pan  Am  has  10 
days  to  repay  Delta  a  $115  million 
loan  plus  interest  That  means  a 
otal  of  about  $150m„  a  Delta 
lawyer  said. 

The  filing  lifted  a  cloud  of  un¬ 
certainty  that  had  been  hovering 
over  Delta  and  its  stock  leapt  on 
i"*  ^WSf  8ain*ng  S3.875  to 
S49.625  at  the  close  on  the  New 
York  Stock.  Exchange. 

Pan  Am  Filed  for  Chapter  11 
bankruptcy  protection  in  January 
1991.  It  stopped  flying  in  Decem¬ 
ber  of  that  year  after  Delta  unex¬ 
pectedly  pulled  out  of  a  financing 
agreement. 

Pan  Am  and  its  creditors  then 
sued  Delta  in  bankruptcy  court 
for  $2.5  billion  in  damages  alleg¬ 
ing  Delta  had  agreed  to  finance  a 
reorganization  plan  that  would 
have  allowed  Pan  Am  to  emerge 
from  bankruptcy. 

Precious 

metals 

market  quiet 

COMMODITIES 

ROUNDUP 

THERE  was  barely  a  trace  of 
movement  in  precious  metals  on 
Friday,  as  the  world  markets  set¬ 
tled  in  for  the  Christmas  holiday 
weekend. 

The  Tokyo  markets  were 
dosed  all  day  for  the  emperor's 
birthday,  and  the  London  mar¬ 
kets  closed  before  New  York- 
opened,  which  resulted  in  this 
quiet  tone  on  the  COMEX. 

February  gold  settled  down 
$0.60  at  S382J0  an  ounce  and 
March  silver  finished  $030  lower 
to  close  at  $4,807  an  ounce. 

Comex  copper  also  experi¬ 
enced  a  hushed  trading  session, 
with  March  futures  dosing  down 
0.75  cents  at  134.50  cents  a 
pound.  Players  mostly  sold  out 
their  positions  ahead  of  (he 
weekend. 

News  of  China  purchasing 
from  the  US  dominated  the  floors 
of  the  CBOT  on  Friday  and  gave 
a  boost  to  the  corn,  wheat  and 
soybean  markets. 

China  had  purchased  1.45  mil¬ 
lion  tonnes  of  com  from  the  US. 
Rumors  of  a  further  purchase 
pushed  com  prices  up  1-3/4  high¬ 
er,  with  March  dosing  at  $231-1/ 
4.  . 

Late  technical  buying,  as  well 
as  an  announcement  of  China’s 
wheat  purchase,  boosted  March 
wheat  up  five  to  close  at  $4.04-3/ 
4. 

Soybeans  also  reacted  favor¬ 
ably  to  the  news  that  China  was 
buying  up  to  40,000  tonnes  of  US 
soyoiL  However  gains  were  limit¬ 
ed  by  almost  perfect  growing 
weather  in  South  America.  Janu¬ 
ary  futures  closed  up  3-3/4  at 

$5.67-1/2.  f  .  .  . 

Trade  and  speculative  buying 
pushed  NYCE  cotton  sharply 
higher,  with  March  op  «  «•« 
amts  a  pound.  Thursday’s  US  ex¬ 
port  sales  report  indicated  that 
foreign  buyers  are  increasingly 
turning  to  the  US.  Analysts  Mid 
foreign  supplies  are  nptfiy  being 
consumed,  noting  that  the  funda¬ 
mental  picture  is  very  bvIhf- 

Commission  house  and  nad 
buying  boosted  March  so&u  fu¬ 
tures  which  ended  up  0.<* 
at  15.02  cents  a  pound  in  a 
shorter  than  usual  trading 


CSCE  March  Arabic*  coffee 

futures  gained  0.70  cents  to  dose 

m  172.45  cents  a  pound  m  an 
IS  and 

session.  How  sources  said  that 
speculators  were  booksquanng 

ahead  of  the  long  weetod. 

Trading  on  the  CSCE  cocoa 

phs  was  thin,  with  WPS*** 

mr  buying  and  hade  selling,  trad- 
ers  safrL  March  cocoa  futures 
ended  up  $2  to  close  at  $&22  a 

tonne.  ,  . 

All  markets  are  closed  today  m 
observance  of  the  Christmas  holi¬ 
day  and  wfll  re-open  tomorrow. 
Courtesy  of  Michael  ZwebTier, 
Commstodc  Trading  Ltd. 
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THE  Finance  Ministry  an¬ 
nounced  it  will  not  object  to  rais¬ 
ing  taxes  on  apartments  pur¬ 
chased  by  foreign  residents 
following  an  agreement  reached 
with  MK  Gideon  Saguy  (Labor). 

Saguy,  who  serves  as  chairman 
of  the  economic  growth  non-prof¬ 
it  organization,  has  proposed  in¬ 
creasing  the  betterment  tax  on 
foreign  residents  purchasing 
apartments  in  the  center  of  the 
country. 

According  to  Saguy,  similar 
laws  exist  in  other  countries,  in¬ 
cluding  Switzerland.  Saguy  plans 
to  present  a  draft  proposal  on  the 
tax  in  January. 

The  Finance  Ministry  has  yet 
to  decide  on  the  change  in  the  tax 
rate.  Saguy  previously  proposed 
to  legislate  a  law  banning  foreign 
residents  from  purchasing  apart¬ 
ments  in  the  center  of  the 
country. 

But,  the  ministry  objected  to 
the  proposal  because  of  its  policy 
to  encourage  foreign 
investments. 


According  to  Saguy,  foreign 
■residents’  purchase  of  housing 
units,  mainly  in  expensive  areas, 
has  significantly  pushed  up  prfa* 
and  encouraged  contractors  to 
build  luxury  apartments. 

Saguy  said  foreign  residents 
buy  real  estate  in  Israel  mainly 
for  investment  purposes. 

In  a  related  news,  Maldan,  the 
association  of  real  estate  agents, 
reported  foreign  residents  de¬ 
mand  for  luxury  bousing  in  Israel 
has  increased  daring  the  last  few 
months  —  reflecting  the  increased 
interest  in  the  market  in  Mexi¬ 
can,  Belgium  and  South  African 
Jews.  Simon  Einstein,  a  member 
of  Maldan’s  management  board, 
said  Mexican  Jews’  purchase  of 
luxury  real  estate  is  a  new  tread. 

Last  week,  a  Jewish  couple 
from  Mexico  purchased  the  200th 
apartment  available  in  the  Hof 
Hacarmel  tower  in  Haifa.  The 
couple  purchased  a  five-room 
apartment  on  the  15th  floor  for 
more  than  $500,000. 

Hai  Meidan  has  started  con- 
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stroedon  of  a  new.thoosing'  devel¬ 
opment  in  Shknrif  The  develop¬ 
ment  w3]  be  shnateri  on  a  slope, 
on  land  leased  from  the  Israel 
Land  Development  Authority, 

The  company  plans'  to  con¬ 
struct  36  boosing  anils,  indndrog 
three  and  four  room  apartments, 
situated  in  two  apartment  budd¬ 
ings.  The  company  is  offering  for 
sale  82  sq.m,  apartments  at  a 
starting  price  of  $92,000. 

Hai  Mai  dan  expects  total  sates 
from  the  development  to  reach 
$3.5m.  Occupancy  is  scheduled 
for  November. 

Contractor  Elrod  Yitzhak  has 
started  construction  of  24  apart¬ 
ments- in  Ramat  Hasharon. 

The  COT|frrarfl>r  planet  to  hnilri 

two,  four-storey  buildings  -  in¬ 
cluding  garden  apartments,  three 
and  four  room  apartments  and 
penthouses. 


.  jv  •  . 

The  pace  -of  t  three-room;  120 
sqjn.  garden  apartment,  m 
fem  to  h  7ft  Sqjn.  garden,  is  about 
$295,000,  while  a  four-roam,  134 
sqjn.  garden  apartment  is  avail¬ 
able  for  about  $370,000. 

The  contractor  plans  to  sell  a 
three-xodm,  95  sqjn.  apartment 
for  about  $240,000,  and  a  four- 
rod  m,  115  sq.m,  unit  for 
$310,000.  " 

Katas  Construction  has  sort¬ 
ed  construction  of  Pisgat  Roth- 
yjiiM,  a  l||I|uy  apartment  build¬ 
ing  shnated  m  the  heart  of  Tel 
Aviv’s  business  and  entertain¬ 
ment  district 

The  5,000  sqjn.  bufldmg  is  sit¬ 
uated  on  a  private  plot  in  Sderot 
Rothschild. 

The  complex  will  indude  22 
apartments,  with  two  apartments 
on  each  storey.  The  development 
includes  apartn^wn^  roof 


Former  Banesto  head  remanded  in  custody 


apartments  storey  and  three 
storey  apartments. 

Some-  24,000  apartments  were 
sold  through  rial  estate  agents 
this  year,  representing  about  20 
percent  of  total  apartment  sales, 
according  to  Maldan,  the  associa¬ 
tion  of  real  estate  agents. 

Maldan  said  mart  of  the  trans¬ 
actions  were  in  die  center  of  the 
country. 

Angel  'plans  to  construct  102 
housing  units  in  Kfar  Sava  in  the 
framework  of  a  senior  citizens 
home  development. 

The  company  plans  to  invest 
NIS  12.6m.,  including  VAT,  in 
the  development.  Construction  is 
scheduled  to  start  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  1995  and  continue  for  17 

mnnrtK 

Azorei  Chen,  the  new  northern 
area  of  Tel  Aviv,  is  considered 
foe  most  expensive  rental  area  in 
foe  city,  according  to  foe  area’s 
management  committee. 

•A  four-room,  145  sqm.  apart¬ 
ment  can  be  rented  for  about 
>1,600  per  month,  compared  with 


$1,200  sqm.  Ein  Ramat  Aviv  Gi- 
md  a$d  $1,500"  in  David  Towers. 

A  five-room,^  155  sqjn.  apart¬ 
ment  is  rented  for  $2,000  per 
month  in  Asprci  Chen,  compared 
with  $l£0Q Tb  Ramat  Aviv  Gimel 
and  $1*800  in  David  Towers. 

Industrial  Buildings  has  let  938 
sqjn.  of  industrial  space  in  foe 
Lev  Tashiya  development  in  Or 
Yehudq 

Tana  Industries,  a  water  dis¬ 
pensers  company  owned  by  Kib¬ 
butz  Netiv  Halamed  Hei,.  signed 
a  five-year,  agreement  to  rent  the 
space  for  $11.30  per  square 
meter. 

SoperPhann  has  opened  its 
38ih  branch,  at  London  Minis¬ 
tore  in  Tel  Aviv.  The  shop,  is  situ¬ 
ated  on  485  sqjn. 

Avraham  Katz  has  been  ap¬ 
pointed  chairman  of  the  Land 
Appraisers  Association  last 
week. 

Katz,  47  from  Tel  Ayiv  will 
take  over  from  Ehud  Ha’merei, 
who  served  as  chairman  of  foe 
association  for  theLlast  four  years. 


MADRID  (Reuter)  —  Fortner  Banesto  chair¬ 
man  Mario  Grade,  Spain's  most  famous  busi¬ 
nessman  and  one  of  its  most  powerful,  was 
remanded  in  custody  over  the  weekend  on 
criminal  charges  arising  from  the  collapse  of 
the  bank  a  year  ago. 

Court  officials  said  investigating  judge  Ma¬ 
nuel  Garcia  Castellon  ordered  his  uncondi¬ 
tional  remand  after  37  horns  of  questioning 
spread  over  five  days  at  the  Madrid  high  court. 

Grade  has  been  consistently  voted  Spain's 
most  admired  business  figure,  was  a  firm 
friend  of  King  Juan  Carios  and  a  thorn  in  foe 
side  of  Spain's  Socialist  government.  He  had 
been  considering  a  political  career. 

Spain’s  prosecutor-general  filed  charges 
against  Grade  and  12  other  former  Banco 
Espanol  de  Credit  (Banesto)  executives  in 
November.  Conde's  right-hand  mao,  former 
deputy  Banesto  chairman  Arturo  Romani, 
was  ordered  held  in  jail  last  Friday  by  Judge 
Garcia  Castellon. 

Banesto,  Spain  fourth  largest  bank  by  as¬ 


sets,  collapsed  last  December  28  with  a  deficit 
of  605  biUkra  pesetas  ($4.65  bQlion). 

Its  management  was  initially  rairwi  over  by 
the  Bank  of  Spain  and,  after  a  massive  rescue 
operation.  Banco  Santander  won  a  controlling 
share  in  competition  with  other  banks. 

Tension  was  high  this  week  as  Spain  waited 
to  discover  whether  the  suave  46-year-old 
Coode  would  be  imprisoned.  His  appearances 
at  foe  high  court  dominated  news  bulletins 
and  dozens  of  journalists  and  curious  onlook¬ 
ers  blocked  pavements  outside  foe  building 
day  after  day. 

Court  sources  said  that,  despite  last  mmole 
efforts  by  his  lawyers  to  secure  bail,  the  ex¬ 
banker  was  being  transferred  to  Akala-Meco 
prison  just  outside  Madrid. 

Conde's  lall  from  grace  has  diriUnaoned 
many  admirers  in  Spain  and  abroad. 

He  incisively  criticized  foe  Socialist  govern¬ 
ment's  economic  policies  and  offered  an  alter¬ 
native  political  voice  in  a  country  emerging 
from  dictatorship  on  the  crest  of  a  financial 


boom. 

The  charges  against  left  no  room 
for  doubt  that  prosecutors  believe  irregular¬ 
ities  were  being  perpetrated  on  a  massive  kale 
at  Banesto. 

The  prosecution  has  focused  its  investiga¬ 
tions  on  a  series  of  transactions  involving  Ban¬ 
esto  subsidiaries,  in  which  intermediary  com¬ 
panies  controlled  by  Grade  and  Romani  are 
suspected  to  have  made  large  profits  at  Banes- 
to’s  expense. 

A  report  recently  compiled  by  a  parliamen¬ 
tary  committee  investigating  the  Banesto  col¬ 
lapse  accused  them  of  concealing  the  true 
state  of  foe  hank  from  shareholders  and  iden¬ 
tifies  13  operations  in  which  there  were  sus¬ 
pected  irregular  dealings. 

Grade  is  foe  second  internationally  promi¬ 
nent  private  businessman  to  fall  fool  of  Span¬ 
ish  justice  in  recent  months.  Javier  de  la  Rosa, 
former  Kuwait  Investment  Office  agent  in 
Spain,  has  spent  the  last  two  months  in  a 
Barcelona  jail  facing  trial  on  fraud  charges- 
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NEW  YORK  (Renter)  -  Many 
US  investors  are  feeling  battered, 
betrayed  and  more  than  a  little 
uneasy  about  their  holdings  in 
Latin  America  following  Mexi¬ 
co’s  decision  to  devalue  its 
currency. 

Althongh  other  Latin  Ameri¬ 
can  countries  are  unlikely  to  de¬ 
value  their  currencies,  Mexico’s 
handling  of  the  move  has  created 
a  crisis  of  confidence  among  in¬ 
vestors,  analysts  said. 

“It  just  carts  a  bad  feeling  over 
the  whole  region,”  said  Lazard 
Freres’  emerging  markets  re¬ 
search-  head,  Brian  -Barish. 
“When  you  have  a  devaluation, 
‘it's  very  psychologically 
damaging.”  • 

Mexico  repeatedly  promised 
foreign  investors  as  recently  ,as 

SLSUF 

fuc  'lis  currency, 
promise  with  a  15  percent  devalu¬ 
ation  on  Tuesday. 

Now  foreign  investors  are  eye¬ 
ing  other  Turin  American  coun¬ 
tries  such  as  Argentina,  which 
also  has  an  overvalued  currency, 
with  a  new  sense  qf  caution,  ana¬ 
lysts  said. 

Argentine  Economy  Minister 
Domingo  Cavallo  said  Argentina 
was  not  planning  to  copy  Mexi¬ 
co’s  devaluation.  The  Argentine 


peso  is  tied  to  the  dollar  under 
the  so-called  convertibility  plan 
that  is  part  of  Argentine  law. 

However,  Wall  Street  analysts 
said  they  believe  the  negative  im¬ 
pact  on  most  Latin  American 
markets  will  be  short-lived  as  in¬ 
vestors  tom  their  closer  attention 
to  each  country’s  individual 
situation. 

The  Mexican  stock  market  was 
pounded  after  the  government’s 
decision  on  the  peso,  but  it  large¬ 
ly  recovered  by  .  the  end  of  the 
week.  On  -Friday,  the  market 
took  a  roller  coaster  ride,  rising 
sharply  and  then  foiling.  Argen¬ 
tine  and  Brazilian  shares  also 
were  hurt  by  the  Mexican  move. 

Most  of  foe  recovery  in  foe 
Mexican  market  was  attributed  to 
the  feet  that  stocks  in.  pesos  are 

E5y»were.prevwns^  | 
-  Once*  foe  dust  settles,-  -analysts 
caution,  foe  market  is  unlikely  to 
hold  on  to  foe  gains,  at  least  short 
term. 

The  Mexican  market  is  unlike¬ 
ly  to  completely  unravel,  howev¬ 
er,  given  its  trade  ties  to  the  US 
and  Canada  and  its  burgeoning 
economy  providing  support  to 
Mexican  corporate  earnings,  said 
Salomon  Bros,  analyst  Jnan-Car- 
los  Garda. 


Shares  fall  on  small  turnover 

^^^TELAWSTOCKMARKET^^^^ 

ANDRE  LUMBROSO 


TWo-Slded  index 


Maof  index 


Karam  Index 


THE  last  week  of  trading  on  foe 
Tel  Aviv  Stock  Market  this  year 
started  mi  foe  wrong  foot  yester¬ 
day,  with  price  declines  and  neg¬ 
ligible  turnovers. 

The  Two-Sided  Index  declined 
OS  percent  and  foe  Maof  1%. 
However,  the  Karam  -  as  usual 
running  against  the  trend  —  rose 
0.696.  ' 

Turnover  was  a  paltry  NIS  90.7 
million,  to  which  the  Two-Sided 
market  contributed  NIS  54.5m. 

The  Karam  was  relatively  ac¬ 
tive,  with  a  turnover  of  NIS  35m. 
The  turnover  on  the  afternoon. 
Two-Sided  session  was  meager, 
at  slightly  less  than  NIS  30m.  -  in 
other  words,  less  than  foe  Karam 
market. 

Observers  expected  foe  Bank 
of  Israel’s  announcement  foat  in- 

-  41 

terest  rates  would  not  be  raised 
during  January  to  reinforce  inves¬ 
tors’  optimism. 

There  were  also  reports  that 
foe  December  and,  particularly, 
tiie  January  indexes  woukfbe  oh 
the  low  side,  at  less  than  1%. 

All  tins  failed  to  instfll  opti¬ 
mism  in  the  . hearts  hud  minds  of 
the  investors,  and  the  market 
dosed  the  way  it  did. 

There  were  11  securities  listed 
on  the  Two-Sided  maifcet  which 
were  hot  traded  at  all  during  the 
afternoon  session. 

The  list  contained  some  sur¬ 
prises  ~  Urdan,  T-Bone  Veal,  Te- 
fohot,  Mishor  Hahof  (it  did  rise 
52%,  but  that  was  during  foe 
morning  trade)  Mishkan,  Mashov 
and  Peridase. 

The  lack  of  activity  on.Mishoi 
Hahof  was  surprising,  consider¬ 
ing  it  was  foe  object  of  a  relative¬ 
ly  unflattering  article  describing 


alleged  financial  difficulties  expe¬ 
rienced  by  tiie  Central  Bus  Star 
Khn,  its  main  asset,  in  obtaining 
bank  finance. 

There  were  also  some  20  secu¬ 
rities  which  were  the  object  Of 
one  or  two  trades  only,  so  that 
one-third  of  the  Two-Sided  mar¬ 
ket  <was  for  all  intents  and  pur¬ 
poses  quite  dormant 

There  was  some  activity  gener¬ 
ated  by  the  fact  that  Tadiran 
shares  are  going  to  be  listed  as  of 
next  Tuesday  on  the  Two-Sided 
Index  and  be  included  on  the 
Maof  index.  . 

Considering  its  expected! 
weight  in  the  index,  this  was  un¬ 
derstood  as  announcing  that 
Maof  mutual  funds  would  in  all 
likelihood  sell  securities  to  make, 
place  for  Tadiran’s  shares. 

Some-  investors  felt  foe  need.  to  . 
preempt  the  sales  by  the  mutual 
funds  by  selling  themselves  ahead 
of  the  ftmds. 

Die  Maof  mntual  fends  must 
indeed  keep  an  asset  structure  as 
similar  as  possible  to  tiie  Maof  > 
Index  ■ 

Note  that ‘ the Maof.'1. wfll'  in- ’■ 
elude,  as  of  next  Sua^py,  .Bank 
Hapoalim  and  Bank-Leumi  This, . 
it- is  hoped,  mil  make  Maof  mbi-j 
trage  more  difficult 

There  was  not  much  activity 
beside  foal.  on.  foe  market  The 
great  question  is  to  what  extent 
foe  big  boys  on  foe  market,  will 
attempt  to  add  some  end  of  year 
cheer  by  pushing  prices  up  before, 
foe  year's  end. 

It  is  expected  that  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  new  year  turnovers 
will  be  quite  small,  as  investors 
attempt  to  leam  foe  effect  of  foe ' 
new  tax. 
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Gully,  Paddio 
lead  Rishon 
past  Herzliya 


NFC  Central  takes  4  playoff  berths 


JOEL  GORDIN 


MACCABI  Rishon  Lezion 
strengthened  its  grip  on  second 
place  last  night  with  a  solid  99-88 
road  win  over  Bnei  Herzliya  in 
the  15th  round  of  action  in  the 
National  Basketball  League. 

Heizliya  simply  did  not  have 
the  tools  to  stop  sizzling  James 
Gully  and  Gerald  Paddio  who 
scored  at  will  from  all  angles  and 
snatched  both  offensive  and  de¬ 
fensive  rebounds  with  ease. 

Gully  and  Paddio  ignited 
Tomer  Kami,  Niv  Bugin  and 
Danny  Gott,  and  the  Rishon  fire 
burned  its  way  to  a  58-39  lead  at 
halftime.  Towards  the  middle  of 
the  second  half,  Paul  Thompson 
led  Heizliya  in  a  comeback,  but  it 
was  too  little,  too  late. 

The  home  team  was  severely 
hampered  by  playmaker  Korea 
Amisha’s  miserable  form  and  by 
a  defensive  collapse  when  con¬ 
fronted  by  Gully  and  Paddio. 

For  Rishon,  Gully  scored  25, 
Paddio  23.  Top  scorers  for  Herz¬ 
liya  were  Thompson  (24),  John 
Hudson  (20)  and  Amir  Katz  (19). 
Ha  pod  Eilat  88.  Hapod  Td  Aviv  75 
The  home  team  cake- walked  over 
their  metropolitan  visitors  who  must 
finally  be  feeling  the  effects  of  all  the 
unpleasant  off-the-couit  activities  go¬ 
ing  around  Ussishkin. 

Eilat,  leading  only  42-41  at  half¬ 
time,  broke  away  in  the  second  balfi 
going  ahead  by  as  much  as  23  points. 
For  the  southerners,  Andrew  Kenne¬ 
dy  sank  24,  Ari  Rosenberg  21  and 
Brian  Rowsom  20.  Ori  Lahat  (13) 
took  over  from  the  injured  Willie 
Sims  at  playoaker  and  did  not  let  the 
side  down. 

For  Tel  Aviv,  only  Buck  Johnson 
(23)  and  MOton  Wagner  (20)  looked 
as  if  their  hearts  were  in  the  game. 
Maccabi  Td  Aviv  83,  Hapod  Haifa  69 
The  visitors  held  the  defending 
champions  to  45-45  at  halftime,  main¬ 
ly  as  a  resalt  of  Macc&bi's  appalling 
shooting.  Maccabi  managed  to  puli 
up  its  socks  after  the  break  and  scored' 
six  quick  points  in  succession,  and 
never  again  lost  the  lead. 


For  the  winners,  Coleman  hit  24, 
Radisav  Currie  13.  For  Haifa,  Shi¬ 
mon  Amsalem  starred  with  18,  Mi¬ 
chael  Kennedy  made  17  and  Lazy 
Gordon  16. 

Hapod  Jerusalem  91,  Mac  RG  84 

Ramat  Gan  lost  its  fifth  straight 
game  after  trailing  for  the  whole  40 
minutes  to  the  home  team  who  played 
without  the  injured  Radenko  Dov- 
rosh.  , 

Ramat  Gan  came  close  a  couple  of 
times,  but  could  not  overtake  their 
opponents. 

The  feature  of  Jerusalem’s  play  was 
an  outstanding  31  by  Papi  Turgeman 
and  the  excellent  3-pointer  by  tench- 
wanner  Yariv  YaLzkin  close  to  the 
end  which  hammered  home  the  final 
nail  in  Ramat  Gan's  coffin. 

Johnathan  Dalzell  scored  22  and 
Billy  Thompson  20  for  the  capital 
squad.  For  Ramai  Gan.  Gar  Shelef 
hit  16  and  Nir  Rikiis  15. 

Mac  Jerusalem  90,  Hap  Givatayim  86 

Maccabi  Jerusalem  notched  its 
fourth  win  in  succession  to  establish 
itself  in  the  middle  of  the  league  ta¬ 
ble.  In  die  process,  Jerusalem  has  put 
Givatayim  on  an  almost  certain  road 
to  the  second  division  next  year. 

To  its  credit.  Givatayim  opened 
with  plenty  of  fire  and  jumped  ahead 
to  a  10-point  lead.  Givatayim  led  49- 
46  at  halftime,  but  they  could  not 
keep  up  the  pace.  Their  much-ma¬ 
ligned  new  American  Adrian  Branch 
scored  25  and  Gary  Plummer  sank  23, 
but  teamwork  was  sorely  missed. 

In  other  action,  Hapoel  Holon  dev¬ 
astated  Be  tar  Ramat  Gan  126-44. 

The  game  between  Hapoel  Galil 
Elyon  and  Hapoel  Gvat  will  be 
played  on  January  4. 

National  Basketball  League 


1.  Maccabi  Tel  Am 

2.  Maccabi  Ration 
a  Hapoel  Elat 

4.  Hapoel  Jerusalem 
Hapoel  Haion 
6.  Hapoel  QaB  Elyon 
.  Bnal  Hetzlya 

8.  Maccabi  Jerusalem 

9.  Maccabi  Ramat  Gan 

10.  Hapoel  Te!  Aviv* 
Hapoel  Haifa 

12.  Hapoel  Oval 

13.  Hapoel  QJvstayim 

14.  Betar  Ramat  Gen 


*  -  Hapoel  Tel  Aviv  hea  been  penalized  four 
poMi  for  financial  bregubritiea. 
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NEW  YORK 
-  The  Central 
Division 
completed  a 
sweep  of  the 
National 
Football 
Conference 
wild-card 

playoff  berths  Saturday  even 
though  two  of  the  postseason 
qualifiers  were  idle  and  one  lost. 

Kansas  City  and  New  England 
grabbed  the  unclaimed  spots  in 
ihe  American  Football  Confer¬ 
ence,  and  San  Diego  earned  a 
first-round  bye. 

Green  Bay’s  34-19  victory  over 
Tampa  Bay  not  only  secured  the 
Packers  a  playoff  berth,  but  also 
eliminated  the  New  York  Giants. 
And  when  the  Giants  defeated 
undermanned  Dallas  15-10,  that 
crushed  the  hopes  of  Arizona, 
which  then  lost  10-6  at  Atlanta. 

New  England  finished  off  a 
sensational  surge  with  its  seventh 
straight  victory,  13-3  at  Chicago, 
and  grabbed  an  AFC  playoff 
spot.  The  Bears  (9-7)  advanced 
along  with  Green  Bay  (9-7)  in  the 
NFC  Central  despite  the  loss. 
New  York’s  victory  got  Chicago 
in. 

The  other  two  Central  teams  - 
Detroit  and  Minnesota  -  did  not 
play  Saturday.  Detroit  (9-6)  was 
at  Miami  last  night,  and  Minneso¬ 
ta  (9-6)  is  home  against  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  tonight 

If  the  Vikings  win,  they  take 
the  NFC  Central  crown-  If  they 
lose  and  the  Lions  win,  Detroit 
finishes  first.  If  both  lose.  Green 
Bay  gets  the  division  title. 

In  any  case,  all  four  NFC  Cen¬ 
tral  qualifiers  will  play  in  the 
opening  round  of  the  playoffs 
next  weekend.  In  the  AFC, 
Cleveland,  which  beat  Seattle  35- 
9,  will  play  at  home  next 
weekend. 

Kansas  City's  19-9  victory  over 
the  Los  Angeles  Raiders  boosted 
the  Chiefs  into  the  playoffs  and 
sent  the  Raiders  home. 

AFC  Central  champion  Pitts- 


With  salary  cap  in  place, 
talk  of  replacements  grows 


NEW  YORK  (AP)  -  Fans  may  be  able  to  get  all  the 
autographs  they  want  if  they  travel  to  spring  train¬ 
ing.  They  just  might  not  want  them. 

Replacement  autographs?  Replacement  baseball 
cards? 

Why  not?  It’s  no  more  farfetched  than  using 
replacement  players. 

After  canceling  the  1994  Major  League  Baseball 
season,  team  owners  have  vowed  to  preserve  the 
1995  season,  using  replacement  players  if  necessary. 
That  possibility  seems  more  likely  after  owners  this 
week  imposed  a  salary  cap  -  the  very  measure  the 
players  were  striking  to  avoid. 

“The  owners  are  a  powerful  group,  but  this  could 
snap  back  on  them,”  agent  Tom  Reich  said  Satur¬ 
day.  “There  is  going  to  be  some  ugly  mood  in  the 
public.  There  is  going  to  be  some  big-time  irrepara¬ 
ble  damage.” 

National  Football  League  teams  played  only  three 
games  each  with  replacement  players  in  1987.  Base¬ 
ball  owners  are  prepared  to  use  them  starting  in  mid- 
February  for  more  than  6  weeks  of  spring  training, 
then  six  or  seven  times  a  week  during  the  season. 

Fans  say  they’ll  still  go,  according  to  public  opin¬ 
ion  surveys.  Players  aren’t  so  sure. 

“The  poll  asked  the  wrong  question,”  union  law¬ 
yer  Eugene  Oiza  said  last  week.  “It  shouldn’t  have 
been:  ‘Will  you  go  to  a.  replacement  game?’  but 
rather  ‘Will  you  go  to  three  games?’  ” 

Owners  are  convinced  that  fans  will  attend  re¬ 
placement  games,  although  they  think  attendance 
probably  will  be  about  50  percent  of  what  it  was. 


Quality  Classifieds 


JERUSALEM 


DWELLINGS 


RATES 


PRICES  ARE  AS  FOLLOWS  -  Ad  rates 
include  VAT:. 

Single  Weekday  -  NIS  87.75  for  10  words 
(minimum),  eaefi  additional  word  NIS  8.77 
FRIDAY  and  HOLIDAY  EVE  -  NIS  128.70 
tor  io  words  [minimum);  each  additional 
word  NIS  12.87. 

MONDAY,  WEDNESDAY  and  FRIDAY 
(Package)  -  NIS  198.90.  each  additional 
word  NIS  19.89. 

WEEK  RATE  16  insertions  -  NIS  257.40: 
each  additional  word  NIS  25.74. 

FOUR  FRIDAYS  NIS  339.30  for  10  wonts 
grtrimurn)  each  additional  word  -  NIS 

MONTHLY  (24  insertions)  NIS  525.50  10 
words  (mintmum)  each  additional  word  - 
NIS  52.65 

DEADLINES  offices: 

Jerusalem-  weekdays  - 12  noon  the  day 
before  publication;  for  Friday  and  Sunday 
-  6  p.m.  on  Thursday. 

TeJAvtv  and  Haifa-  weekdays  - 12  noon, 
2  days  before  puMcattontor  Friday  and 
Sunday  -4  pm  Thursday  in  Tel  Avw  and 
12  noon  Thursday  in  Haifa. 


GENERAL 


DWELLINGS 

WHERE  TO  STAY 

JERUSALEM  INN  GUESTHOUSE.  Fam¬ 
ily-rooms  with  private  bathroom,  reason¬ 
able  rates,  city  center.  *  02-252757.  fax: 
02-251297 

— - 0189B3 

INN  PLACES  LTD.  affordable  home  bed  & 
breakfast,  self-catering  apts,,  country¬ 
wide.  choice  locations.  Tel/Fax  09- 
576204.  P.O.B.  577,  Herzlya. 

- -  -■  015*8 


BED  &  BREAKFAST  In  Jerusalem,  shot 
term  rentals.  Jerusalem  Lodges  Ud.  P.O. 
Box  4233  91044  Jerusalem.  *02-611745 
FAX:  02-618541. 

- — — — - — - 017KB 

EILAT-  Cottage  vacation  flat  -  NIS60  per 
person.  Minimum  two.  07-832911. 

- - —  —  —  CB231 

JERUSALEM,  PRIVATE,  LUXURIOUS 
suites  in  hoteVapartmert  bufefing.  Excel¬ 
lent  location  &  prices,  tr  02-418015,  NS. 

0183d 

SERVICES 

_ HEALTH _ 

VEGA  TESTING.  ACUPUNCTURE.  Com¬ 
plex  homeopathy .  1 1S/3  Dizengofl  St.,  Tei 
Aviv,  tr  03-5232986.  an 

SITS.  VAC, 

SALES  PERSONNEL 

SALESPESONNEL  needed,  experienced 
only,  tor  serious  company,  respectable  im- 
come  possible,  salary  and  percentage,  w 
177-022-4181  AnaL  .  chezt 

PERSONALS 

MR  HERZOG  -'MISSING  LINK*  letter  was 
misplaced.  Please  write  again  to  BB1 91 01. 
The  Jerusalem  Post  P08  01,  Jerusalem 
91000.  C  78710 

COMPANIONS 

WOMAN,  45.  SEEKING  a  traditional 
(Shabbatobservfagjfemate  travel 
panloa  far  a  tap  to  Engfand  around  March 
1995.  Tab  02-315633  (7:30am  -  230pm) 

Cl  223a 


TOURISTS, 

Jerusalem,! 

9660512. 


RENTALS _ 

pleasant  apartment  in  central 
hart-term,  b  03-9662070,  03- 


CENTER  3  1/2,  furnished,  luxurious, 
short/tong-term,  parking  option,  «  02- 
252080. 

“ TZ - - - 01*282 

LOOKING  FOR  R OO MATE,  months  Janu¬ 
ary  •  February,  possible  extension.  «  02- 
518824  (Naftafi). 

“  018233 

YEMIN  MOSHE,  3 1/2.  magnificent  interior 
design,  private  entrance,  fully  furnished, 
imme«Sate,  long-term,  keys  at  Ambassa¬ 
dor.  v  02-618101.  meg? 

_ SALES _ 

ALON  SHVUT  (Gush  Etaon).  6  rooms,  2 
stories,  double  conveniences,  view,  135 
sq.m..  Si 40,000.  02-931136. 

‘  01BCQ9 

SHA'ARE  CHESED,  5, 2-story,  private  en¬ 
trance.  balcony.  Exclusive  io  T.O.P.  Real¬ 
ty.  v  02-234215. 

■*  ■  01 B20B 

HAR  NOF.  under  construction,  6  rooms, 
view  +  gigantic  balconies  +  garden. 
S302.000,  Nof  Shivuch  Nadlan.  02- 
375161.  _ owib 

SITS.  VAC, 

HOUSEHOLD  HELP 

AU  PAIR,  RESPONSIBLE,  non-smoking, 

for  housekeeptag/chfld  care,  live-in  or  out, 
wonderful  home,  b  02-870981. 

— - - 318K1 

AU  PAIRS  WANTED,  BwHn  or  out.  part  or 
time,  w  03-5401158. 

™ “ '  '  MW 


burgh,  which  lost  to  AFC  West 
winner  San  Diego  37-34,  already 
had  secured  a  bye  next  week.  So 
did  San  Francisco  and  Dallas  in 
ihe  NFC.  The  Super  Bowl  will  be 
played  on  January  29  in  Miami. 

Chiefs  19,  Raiders  9 
Mark  Collins  returned  an  intercep¬ 
tion  78  yards  for  a  touchdown  on  the 
final  play  of  the  first  half  at  Los 
Angeles. 

Joe  Montana  completed  13  of  24 
passes  for  214  yards  and  a  touchdown 
before  leaving  with  a  contused  left 
knee.  Marcus  Allen,  a  former  Raida-, 
became  the  ninth  running  back  to  sur¬ 
pass  the  10, 000-yard  mark,  gaining 
132  yards  on  33  carries,  leaving  him  at 
10,018  for  his  career. 

Packers  34,  Buccaneers  19 
Visiting  Green  Bay  got  exactly 
whal  it  needed  to  make  ihe  playoffs,  a 
third  straight  victory  as  Brett  Favre 
threw  three  touchdown  passes  to 
Sterling  Sharpe.  Sharpe  finished  with 
18  touchdown  receptions  and  his  fifth 
1,000-yard  receiving  season.  Favre, 
24-of-36  for  291  yards,  had  33  touch¬ 
down  passes  for  the  season. 

Giants  15,  Cowboys  10 
The  host  Giants  (9-7)  capped  a  sea- 
son-ending  six-game  winning  streak 
that  followed  a  seven-game  slide, 
which  followed  a  3-0  start. 

The  two-time  Super  Bowl  champi¬ 
on  Cowboys  (12-4),  who  have  a  first- 
round  bye.  did  not  look  good  or  par¬ 
ticularly  interested.  Star  runner 
Emm  in  Smith  was  out  with  a  ham¬ 
string  and  quarterback  Troy  Aifcman 
played  just  five  series. 

Falcons  10,  Cardinals  6 
Visiting  Arizona  (8-8)  already 
knew  its  playoff  (ate  when  Ronald 
Moore's  dive  from  the  Atlanta  1  was 
stopped  by  linebacker  Jessie  'niggle 
on  (he  last  play.  Arizona  failed  to 
fulfill  Buddy  Ryan's  vow  in  his  first 
season  as  coach  that  a  playoff  berth 
would  be  theirs. 

Patriots  13,  Bears  3 
The  Patriots  (10-6)  were  unstoppa¬ 
ble  as  they  earned  their  first  playoff 
appearance  in  eight  years. 

Drew  Bledsoe  passed  for  277  yards 
and  a  touchdown  and  set  an  NFL 
record  for  attempts  (655)  in  a  season. 
Ben  Coates  set  an  NIR  record  for 
receptions  by  a  tight  end  in  a  season 
with  96. 

The  Patriots  didn’t  ice  it  until  2:32 
remained,  when  Bledsoe  threw  a  3- 
yard  touchdown  pass  to  Leroy 
Thompson. 

Chargers  34,  Steele rs  31 
Nairone  Means’  20-yard  touch¬ 
down  run  on  fourth- and- 1  tied  the 
game  and  Jotm  Carney's  32-yard  field 


OBers  24,  Jets  10  •  ; 

Visiting  New  York  (6-JO)  to PP*' 
is  fifth  straight  as  the  Otters*,  tatted 
28th  in  scoring,  had -d«ir 
dve  output  of  the  season  38Z  • 

^Despite  the  victory,  Houston^ 
14)  finished  with  the  worst  record  in  . 
the  league  and  wffl  have  the  tiurd'pwk 
in  the  NFL  draft  in  April.  Jadsoih 
vilfo  and'  Carolina,  ■  the  league’s  new  - 
expansion  teams,  wffl  .have  the-  fe^ 
two  picks.  ;  .  (AP.Rcofer) 

SATURDAY’S  RESULTS:  .  .  .  '  : 

Atifuda  16,  Arizona  6 

10,  Buffalo  9 
NY  15,  Dallas  10 
Green  Bay  34,  Tampa  Bay  19 
New  Engtaad  13,  Chicago  3_'- 
Cind*nati33,  Mrihddphia  30  ,  ; 

CWtud  35,  Seattle  9 
Kansas  CHy  19,  LA  Raiders  9  \ 

New  Orleans  30,  Dower  28 
Houston  24,  NY  Jets  10  - 
Su  Diego  37,  Pittsburgh  34 
Washington  24, 1A  Rams  21 
LAST  NIGHT; 

Detroit  at  Miami 
TONIGHT: 

San  Fraadsco  aiMtoxesoto 

AMERICAN  CONFERENCE 

East; 

W  L  TPeL  PI  P* 
~-Nmr  England  10  fi  0  £25  351  312 


GROUNDED  -  Eagles  QB  Bobby  Blister  is  sacked  by  Bengak 
defensive  tackle  Dan  Wilkinson.  (AP) 


with  3  seconds  left  gave  host  son  Die¬ 
go  next  week  off 

San  Diego  had  a  28-point  fourth 
quarter  even  though  quarterback 
Stan  Humphries  was  knocked  out 
with  a  bruised  right  thumb. 

Browns  35,  Seahawks  9 

Vinny  Testaverde  threw  for  two 
touchdowns  and  ran  for  another  as 
host  Cleveland  won  the  right  to  host 
next  week’s  playoff  game. 

The  stingy  Browns  (11-5)  yielded 
only  204  points  this  season,  the  fewest 
allowed  in  the  NFL  since  the  Chicago 
Bears  surrendered  187  in  1986. 

Colts  10,  Bffis  9 

It  was  an  ignominious  end  to  the 
Bills’  four-year  bold  on  the  AFC  title. 
Buffalo  (7-9)  had  its  first  losing  re¬ 
cord  since  1987. 

Buffalo  had  a  chance  to  win  on  the 
final  play  of  the  game,  but  Steve 
Christie’s  46-yard  field  goal  try 
bounced  off  the  right  upright. 


Bengal*  33,  Eagles  30. 
Philadelphia’s  rapid  collapse  was 
emphasized  by  this  defeat,  its  seventh 
straight  The  Eagles  (7-9)  blew  a  17- 
point  lead  in  the  second  half  and  let 
the  Bengali  (3-13)  lode  two  field  goals 
in  the  final  three  seconds. 

Saints  30,  Broncos  28 
Jim  Everett  threw  for  343  yards  and 
three  touchdowns  before  being  in¬ 
jured.  Backup  Wade  Wilson  made 
the  lead  stand  np  for  visiting  New 
Orleans  (7-9).  Torrance  Small  cailght 
six  passes  for  a  career-high  200  yards, 
including  TD  catches  of  36  and  75 
yards. 

Redskins  24,  Rams  21 
In  what  might  be  the  Rams’  last 
game  at  Anaheim  -  they  are  negotiat¬ 
ing  a  move' to  Sl  Louis  -  a  crowd  of 
25,705,  the  gnmtietf  in  the  NFL  this 
season,  saw  Los  Angeles  (4-12)  lose 
its  seventh  in  a  row.  The  Redskins 
finished  3-13. 
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Wame  threatens 
insland’ s  chances 


Bad  to  worse  for  Hap  Haifa; 
Kashtan  suspends  Banin 


Some  teams  also  are  planning  to  cut  prices. 

Team  officials  say  they  are  sure  a  significant  per¬ 
centage  of  playeis  will  break  ranks,  especially  to¬ 
ward  the  end  of  spring  training. 

While  acting  league  commissioner  Bud  Selig  says 
owners  haven’t  yet  talked  about  using  replacement 
players,  the  Oakland  Athletics  on  Friday  issued  a 
statement  saying  their  plans  for  replacements  were 
underway. 

Tbe  Toronto  Blue  Jays,  prohibited  by  Ontario  law 
from  using  replacements  at  home,  said  they  won’t 
play.  Baltimore  Orioles  owner  Peter  Angelos  said 
his  team  also  won’t  ose  replacements,  partly  because 
he’s  spent  many  years  as  a  lawyer  for  trade  unions 
and  partly  because  he  wants  to  protect  Cal  Ripken 
Jr.’s  consecutive  games  played  streak. 

"I  looked  in  the  phone  book  for  replacement 
players  and  I  couldn’t  find  anything,”  he  told  The 
Washington  Post 

Owners  might  try  to  force  Angelos  to  have  his 
team  play,  claiming  he  has  obligations  under  the 
American  League  constitution. 

So  where  will  the  replacements  come  from?  From 
career  minor  leaguers  mid  players  who  never  signed 
with  professional  teams. 

General  managers  don’t  want  their  top  prospects 
to  break  ranks.  It  would  create  too  many  problems. 

“I  don’t  think  that's  very  fair  to  young  players  to 
do  that,”  New  York  Mets  general  manager  Joe 
McDvaine  said.  “For  your  best  potential  players, 
you  don’t  want  to  have  a  scab  title  on  them  when 
they  start  their  big  league  careers.” 


MELBOURNE  (Reuter)  -  Aus¬ 
tralian  leg-spinner  Shane  Wame 
is  likely  to  pose  the  biggest  threat 
to  England's  chances  of  victory 
when  play  resumes  today  follow¬ 
ing  the  Christmas  rest  day  in  the 
second  Test  in  Melbourne. 

England,  one-nil  down  in  the 
five-match  series,  had  one  of  its 
best  days  of  a  troubled  tour  on 
Saturday,  reducing  Australia  to 
220  for  seven  after  captain  Mi¬ 
chael  Atherton  had  pul  the  home 
side  in  to  bat  on  a  damp  pitch. 

But  in  doing  so,  he  almost  cer¬ 
tainly  condemned  his  side  to  bat 
last  against  Wame,  who  took  a 
career-best  eight  for  73  on  the 
final  day  of  the  Brisbane  Test,  on 
a  pitch  which  will  be  six  days  old 
if  the  match  runs  the  distance. 

Footmarks  were  clearly  evi¬ 
dent  on  the  pitch  as  the  first  day’s 
play  unfolded  and  Australia’s 
top-scorer  Mark  Waugh,  who 
battled  bis  way  to  71  in  155  balls 
said:  “Shane  can  turn  the  ball  on 
most  pitches  and  as  the  game  gets 
older,  f  think  the  spinners  will 
come  more  into  play." 

Wame,  with  45  wickets  in  sev¬ 
en  Tests  against  England,  is  a 


AU  PAIR  FOR  baby  and  child.  Excellent 
pay.  Jewish  or  w/legal  work  permit  Over 
40.  Basic  Hebrew,  b  03-5252931:02- 
619141. 

SEEKING  LIVE-IN  au  pair  with  house¬ 
keeping.  short/kxig-ierm.  v  02-793322, 
Benny  or  Merav. 

_ GENERAL _ 

CHINESE  RESTAURANT:  WAITERS- 
/WAITRESSES,  kitchen  assistant,  clean¬ 
ers.  Experienced,  6  days/week  including 
FrkJay-Saturday.  ir  02-732432.  maa 

SITS.  WANTED 

CLEANING  •  Young  lady,  experienced, - 
for  two  Fridays  a  month  Tel  02-838359 

oi  wn 

PURCHASE/SALE 

GAS  BARBEQUE  GRILL/SUNBEAM*,  in 
paddnobrand  new.  NIS  1000  o.n.o  Tel 
02-315628  (mornings)  nam 
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past  master  in  exploiting  pitches 
showing  signs  of  wear. 

He  proved  that  not  only  in 
Brisbane,  but  also  in  Melbourne, 
his  home  ground,  two  years  ago. 
Then,  he  took  seven  for  52  on  the 
final  day  of  the  second  Test 
against  West  Indies  to  secure  an 
Australian  victory. 

Waugh  added:  “We  would 
have  batted  if  we  had  won  the 
toss  with  two  spinners  in  our  side 
and  the  match  set  to  go  six  days. 

“We  thought  about  the  pros¬ 
pect  of  bowling  if  we  won  the 
toss,  but  they  took  a  lot  of  grass 
off  the  pitch  before  play  and  I 
think  it  could  get  a  bit  uneven. 
You’d  probably  not  want  to  bar 
last  given  the  choice.” 

The  England  team  enjoyed 
their  traditional  fancy  dress  party 
and  lunch  on  Christmas  Day. 

Atherton  dressed  as  Robin 
Hood,  while  other  characters  in¬ 
cluded  Elvis  Presley  (vice-captain 
Alec  Stewart),  Uncle  Sam 
(Gough),  BatmaD  (DeFreitas), 
Captain  Hook  (Graham  Gooch 
and  ffiingsworth  as  Fu-Man-Chu. 

The  Australian  team  also  en¬ 
joyed  a  Christmas  lunch. 


:  /  OBI  LEWIS .  /  „  . 
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THE  crisis  at  Haporf  HaiSa 'appears  to  be  getting  woise.  '  -,rV  ; 

There  was  more  acrimony  . at  yesterday’s  training  session  as.  soccer  -, 
coach  Dior  Kashtan,  who  has  foiled  to  produce  the  results  expected  pf  - 
him  and  his  dutch  of  talented  players,  yesterday  indefinitely  suspend-  ' 
ed  star  midfielder  and  captain  Tal  Banin  _ 

The  player,  who  was  surprisingly  left  on  the  bench  in  Saturday’s 
derby  against  Maccabi  until  late  in  .the  game,  is  being  blamed  by 
Kashtan  for  tee  dub’s  dire  circumstances. 

Kashtan,  who  claims  Banin  is  undermining  his  authority,  has  himself 
come  under  fire  from  many  .quarters  for  not  delivering  the  expected 
results. 

He  has  made  his  stance  dear.  Banin  can  look  for  another  dub,  and 
Kashtan  has  no  intention  of  resigning. 

This  is  not  tee  first  time  that  Kashtan  has  clashed  with  Hapoel  Haifa 
stars.  During  the  opening  rounds  of  the  season,  he  suspended  Reuven 
Alar  for  disciplinary  reasons.  . 

Romms  that  Banin  was  seeking  a  move  to  Betar  Jerusalem  were 
denied  vigorously  by  bote  Haifa  chairman  Rubie  Shapira  and  Betar 
boss  Moshe  Dadasfa  yesterday. 

Shapira  said  last  night  he  has  no  intention  to  dismiss  Kashtan  or  sell 
Banin.  “I’m  the  one  to  blame  for  this  situation,  I  brought  these  people 
to  tee  dub  and  I  pay  them,  it’s  obvious  I  need  advice  on  how  to  take 
care  of  the  dub’s  interests.” 

He  urged  bote  Banin  and  Kashtan  to  heel  the  rift  between  them. 

Eitan  Aharoni  has  replaced  Banin  as  captain,  white  Liron  Bassis  of 
Second  Division  Hapoel  Kiryat  Shmona  is  expected  to  complete  bis 
move  to  Haifa  this  week. 

Alar,  who  has  been  out  injured  for  the  past  month,  is  expected  to 
make  a  comeback  to  the  side  next  month. 


The  Sports  Pages  are  edited  by  Joe  Hoffman 


NEAR  THE  HILTON:  penthouse;  near  Ki- 
kar  Dizengoff:  new  penthouse.  «  03- 
6959816. 

“ “ “ —— — OIWOQ 

NEAR  THE  HILTON,  new,  3  rooms,  balco¬ 
ny,  sea  view,  $1,300.  03-5279022.  dium 

WHERE  TO  STAY 

TAL  B&B  IN  TEL  AVIV,  bed  and  breakfast, 
short  term  rental  in  Tel  Aviv  area.  Tei  OS- 
322897,  03-5715172,  Tel/Fax:  03-316575 


SERVICES 

HEBREW  CENTER.  Intensive,  private  les- 
sons.  All  Languages.  Tutoring  pupas.  Psy¬ 
chometric  preparations.  Tel.  03-5227956: 
02-388383.  **» 


HEALTH 


MAKE  YOUR  fa 
Shiatzu.  Phone  I 


with  a  good 
040687.  maw 


TEL  AVIV 


DWELLINGS 

RENTALS 

NORTH  BEAUTIFUL  4-5  room  apart¬ 
ments,  tonujerm.  YAEL  REALTORS 
(MALDAN).  TEL  03-64262S3. 

■  ■ —■  «  — ■  ■  .  own 

BAVU,  4  roans,  new,  all  feetties.  v  03* 
398727,  03-6729683. 

- oisza 

5  ROOMS,  PINKAS  TOWER,  like  new, 
breatetafeing  view,  parking.  SI 600.  09- 
420637. 

- CM  KM 

NEXT  TO  THE  HILTON,  exclusive  (add- 
tag,  5  room  furnished  apartment  *  park- 
tag.  Tel.  03-6044094 
-  0M8P 


SITS.  VAC. 

OFFICE  STAFF 

FOR  IMPORT  COMPANY,  full/part  time, 
typing  Hebrew/Engtoh,  Hebrew  a  must 
Tel.  03-5466981. 

““ —  .  OfICM 

BWJNGUAL  SECRETARY,  fluent  in  both 
♦  typing,  interesting  Job.  fuH  time,  Immecfi- 
ate.  a  03-7514212. 

"  ’  ’  01B3M 

ENGLISH  TYPIST,  experienced  in  A-B  6.2 
andtor  Word.  Interesting  tab.  good  condi¬ 
tions.  b  03-7527813.  omw 

HOUSEHOLD  HELP 

SOUTH  AFRICAN  warn  and  gentle  Au 
Pair  needed  for  generous  English  famfly. 
central  Tel  Aviv.  LJve-in,  S750,  ®  03- 
291748  (Jackie) 

“ — — - — - 017079 


£5:  European/South  African/Far 

East  Girt??  We  have  Au  Pair/Nanny/Hous- 
keep  tag  positions  throughout  the  country, 
long-term,  live-in/out.  Very  attractive 
WB0M.  Verontaa  woridrighours  Sun.  Tue, 
03-6190423.  AU  other  hours 
b  03-5771944. 

IMMEDIATE  jobs  available,  the  au°nair 
agency  with  a  difference  for  more  then  10 
years  now.  Call  HHma  *  03-9659937. 

STAR  AUPA1R  INTERNATIONAL  crffS 
fobs  for  foreigners  Immadialtly.  Tel  Aviv 
England,  New  York.  Minimum  S950 
monthly,  b  03-201195. 

AOTNCr  this  month  is  inS 
35-45  lucky  Frtpmos  to  work  as  caregivers. 
nyouarB  uaerested  in  inviting  a  relative  for 
the  best  job  with  very  good  conditions,  call 

712K703'54441779'  03'S441468.  07- 

ft^«usekeeoingeS3 

sSfllBII0’  bv6’in'  referenc*5'  Tel.  03- 

HIGH  SALAfl\l  GOOD  CONDmONSta 
+  kve-m,  far  one  year,  b  03- 
5223969/09-988464.  1 

CHILDMRE  ,  HOUSEHOLD 

out  Bvein.  in  Tel  Aviv  area.  Tel  03-498204. 

01933* 


general 

COMPUTER  GRAPHIC  ARTIST,  expen- 
sneed,  +  secretarial  duties.  English  moth- 
Tel  A™ 

PURCHASE/SALE 

SONY  HANDYCAM  Camcorder  CCD- 

TS^oSSfTwgo™ (Am8rican) 

01SG23 


DWELLINGS 

_ RENTALS 

HERZLIYA  PffUAH,  LUXURIOUS  VILLA 

^4/rlS9  ^^°r  diPl°m°1S-  °  °9- 

HERZLIYA  PfTUAH,  beautiful  detached 
E**®-  sea  view,  immediate  occupancy. 
Intar-lsrael  b  03-5616161. 

SALES _ 

APARTMENT  IN  DANIEL  HOTEL  for  sate 

or  rertt.  Iltam  Really,  09-589611. 

CAjpARIA.  LUXURIOUS  VILLA,  rSK 
pool.  8iC,  central  hearirn  +  vacuum  cfoan- 
SlfiS0  V*aW'  S750>0®-  06-363261/00- 

hli5JniA  PrrUAH* 6  ROOMS,  fumiSSS 
hous^  long-term.  Oren-Dunsky,  09- 

^ _  ftisftfti 

SITS.  VAC. 

HOUSEHOLD  HFI  P 

WITH  references  for  houskeap- 
»ng  3-^  mornings  a  week,  n  ObSsSsST 

^S^P^RBdaysawoaJc.lS 
17:00.  6v8-qlh  in  HetzSya.  p  ^^81124. 

dl^rS?ESR/C9MPAN,0N  PORrt^ 
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WHAT’S  ON 


^Rather 


Forecast:  Clear  to  party  doudy. 
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WHERE  TO  GO 


JERUSALEM 

Conducted  Tours 

HEBREW  UNIVERSITY.  Tours  of  the 
Mount  Scopus  campus,  in  English,  daily 
Sun.-Thur..  11  a.m.  from  Bronfman  Re¬ 
ception  Centre,  Sherman  Administra¬ 
tion  Bldg.  Buses  4a,  9,  23,  26,  28.  For 
mfo,  call  882819. 

ABUT  Women.  For  a  free  conducted 
tour  of  our  installations,  call  Jerusalem 
619222;  Tel  Aviv  5233154.  Hours:  8:00 
a.m.-l:30  p.m.,  Sun.-Thur. 

TEL  AVIV 

Museums 

TEL  AVIV  MUSEUM  OF  ART.  Keith 
Haring  i-16th-1 9th  Cent  European  Ar- 
t\  Impressionism,  Post-Impression¬ 
ism- .'-The  School  of  Paris- >The  Moshe 
and  Sara  Mayer  CoII.-C'SailptureO-20th 
cent  Modern  Masters  -  Mizne-EUumen- 
tal  Coll.- v Edvard  Munch,  selected  print- 
s-Msraeli  Art  -  A  Historic  Present atiorv- 
■'.•From  New  Horizons  Onward. 
HELENA  RUBINSTEIN  PAVILION 
FOR  CONTEMPORARY  ART.  Asim 
Abu-Shakra'C-The  Motif  of  Cactus  in  Is¬ 
raeli  Art  1910-1990.  Hours:  Weekdays 
10:00  a.m.-6  p.m.  Tue.,  10  a.m.-lO  p.m. 
Fri .  Sal.  10:00  a.m.-2:00  p.m.  Art  Edu¬ 
cation  Center.  Tel.  691915S. 

OUT.  To  visit  our  technological  High 
Schools,  call  Jerusalem  513141;  Tei 
Aviv  5203222,  5203293;  Netanya 
823744. 

WIZO.  To  visit  our  projects  call  Tel  Aviv 
6923819;  Jerusalem  256060;  Haifa 
388817. 

HAIFA 

WHAT'S  ON  IN  HAIFA,  dial  04- 
374253. 


GENERAL 

ASSISTANCE 


EMERGENCY 

PHARMACIES 

Jerusalem:  Arnone,  9  Leib  Yaffe, 
731901;  Balsam,  Salah  e-Din,  272315; 
Shuafat  Shuafat  Road,  810108;  Dar 
AJdawa,  Herod's  Gate,  282058. 

Tel  Aviv:  Barak,  109  Jabotinsfcy.  604- 
6682;  Afarsemon.  110  Yehuda  Halevi, 
561-3010.  Till  a.m.  Tuesday:  Ben-Ye- 
huda.  142  Ben-Yehuda,  5223535.  Till 
midnight:  Superpharm  Ramat  Aviv,  40 
Einstein,  6413730. 

Re'anana-Kfar  Sava:  Bar-) Ian,  29  Bar- 
llan,  Ra’anana,  443579. 

Netanya:  Hanassi,  36  Weizmann, 
823639- 

Krayot  area;  Sabin ra,  24  Hagefen,  Kir- 
yat  Bialik,  735674. 

Haifa:  Magen  David,  13  Geula,  625205. 
Hendfya:  Clal  Pharm.  Beit  Merkazim,  6 
Maskit  (cnr.  5 derot  Hagalim),  Herzliya 
Pituah,  558472,  658407.  Open  9  a.m.  to 
midnight.  .  „ 

Upper  Nazareth:  Clal  Pharm,  Lev  Ha  ir 
Mali.  57046a  Open  9  a.m.  to  10  p.m. 

DUTY  HOSPITALS,. 

Jerusalem:  Hadassah  Ein  Kerem  (m- 
lemaL  surgery.  orthopedy  ENT);  Mto- 
gav  Ladach  (obstetrics);  Bikur  Holim 
(pediatrics);  ShaareZedek  (ophthalmol¬ 
ogy).  In  case  of  attempted  resuscitation, 
snake  bite  or  scorpion  sting,  go  imme¬ 
diately  to  nearest  hospital- 
Tel  Aviv:  Tal  Aviv  Medical  Center  (pe¬ 
diatrics),  Ichilov  (internal,  surgery). 
Netanya:  Laniado. 


POUCE 

FIRE 

FIRST  AID 


100 

102 

101 


Mason  David  Adom 

In  emergencies  dial  101 llHebrew 
(English)  in  most  parts  of  the  country.  In 

addition: 

Ashttod*  5513m 
AtNuhXi  551332 
Bat  Yam*  5511111 


Karmial*  95655 
Kfar  Sava*  902222 
Wren  8311111 

274767  K.  ShmonS' W4334 

Balt  ShBfiwsh  Saia  mSSSPSasn 
n»«i  RMriofi1  5793333  Netenya  ttfSiW 
S2U  3OT3  P«»h  ■nkva*  9311111 
MF623333  Mnof  451333 
SSFsttS*  RWw*  9642333 
Sr-  920333  Safad  920333 
K-^mTt  Tel  Aviv*  5460111 
S23133  Tajerias*  796111  _ 
-Mobile  Intensive  Care  Unit  (MICUl  service  in 
the  area,  around  the  dock. 

Medical  help  for  tourists  {in  English) 

177-02-9110 

Efim  —  Emotional  first  Aid.  Jerusa¬ 
lem  610303,  Tel  Aviv  5461  111  (children/  • 
youth  6961113).  Haifa  672222,  Beerahe- 
ba  281128,  Netanya  625110.  Karmiel 
3988770,  Kfar  Save  974555,  Hadere 

346789. 

Wizo  hotline*  f<W  battered 
02-514111,  03*5461133  (also  in  Rus- 
sian),  07-376310,  08-550506  (also  in 

Amharic).  _  .  r . 

Rape  Gratia  Center  (24  hours),  Tel 
Aviv  5234819.  5449191  (mml J*™*- 
iem  514455,  Haifa  660111.  Eilat ,31977. 

TheNatfo«ialP»»onCoow&»n»«r 

at  Rambam  Hospital  04-529205,  for 
emergency  calls  24  hours  a  day.  tor 
information  in  case  of  poisoning. 


CRITIC'S  CHOICE 


CLASSICAL  MUSIC 

Michael  ajzenstadt  * 

THERE  is  free  music  in  abundance  to  enjov 
.oday  in  Jerusalem.  At  1:30  p.m.,  soprano  Shim- 
nt  Cartm  and  pianist  Eitan  Globereon  perform 
heeler  by  Mahler  and  Wolff  in  Room  2715  of  the 
Humanities  faculty  at  the  Hebrew  University  Mt 
Scopus  campus. 

Harpist  Alice  Giles  and  pianist  Aman  Wiesel 
perform  a  recital  of  music  by  unfamiliar  compos¬ 
ers  at  5  p.m.  at  the  Henry  Crown  Symphony 
Hall.  The  program  includes  works  by  Henry 
Zagwijn,  Moshe  Lustig.  George  Migot,  Charles 
Eakin,  Joaquin  Turina  and  Carlos  Salzedo.  The 
concert  is  also  broadcast  live  on  the  Voice  of 
Music  radio  network. 

TELEVISION 

_ Penny  Starr _ 

TONIGHT  only.  Super  Channel  is  rerunning 
Firsi  Person  with  Maria  Shriver  at  8:30  p.m.  It’s  a 
repeat  of  the  special  /  Want  a  Baby  but  it's  worth 
rerunning.  The  show  examines  high-tech  ways  of 
overcoming  male  and  female  infertility  and  looks 
at  the  options  of  fostering  and  adopting.  It,  also 
looks  at  how  babies  and  couples  are  affected  and 
why  society  places  so  many  demands  on  adoptive 
parents. 

Sadly,  Fran  Drescher  graces  our  screens  for 
in^aSt  t’me  t0lV8*lt  25  The  Nanny  (Channel  3, 
10:30  p.m.).  Will  she  get  it  together  with  the 
charming  Mr.  Sheffield?  Can  they  end  the  series 
without  telling  us  what  happens?  Tune  in  and 
see. 

_ FILMS 

_ Adina  Hoffman 

+  *★+  THE  ADVENTURES  OF  PRISCILLA, 
QUEEN  OF  THE  DESERT  -  Stephen  Elliot's 
film  is  a  delightful  chronicle  of  a  gay  Sydney 
cabaret  act’s  journey  across  the  Australian  wil¬ 
derness.  Appropriately  enough  for  a  picture 
about  cross-dressing,  Priscilla  derives  its  wacky 
ebullience  from  the  seeming  opposites  it  dares 
combine.  The  film  blends  the  chance  happenings 
and  wide  open  freedom  of  a  classic  road  movie 
with  the  choreographed  urban  exuberance  of  a 
musical  revue.  It  also  mixes  giddy  slapstick  with 
deeper  feeling,  parody  with  pain.  As  the  digni¬ 
fied  transsexual  Bernice,  Terence  Stamp  man¬ 
ages  to  endow  even  impending  seediness  with  a 
kind  of  aristocratic  grace.  He  also  looks  good  in 
lipstick.  (English  dialogue,  Hebrew  subtitles. 
Not  recommended  for  children.) 

**+  INTERVIEW  WITH  THE  VAMPIRE  - 


Subtlety  isn’t  the  name  of  the  name  in 
‘The  Adventures  of  PrisoDfl-,  Queen  of  the 
Desert’  an  Australian  road  movie  in 


Based  on  her  best  seller  of  the  same  name,  Anne 
Rice's  fraught  script  for  Neil  Jordan's  film  t$- 
awash  in  blood  and  guilt  and  sexual  suggestion  so 
sordid  ( pederast ic,  necrophilic),  the  Marquis  de 
Sade  might  blush.  Set  mainly  in  New  Orleans, 
the  story  begins  in  1781  and  follows  Louis  (Brad 
Pitt),  an  embittered  bloodsucker,  through  the 
several  centuries  of  nocturnal  adventures  he 
shares  with  tyrannical  fop  and  father  of  all  dead¬ 
beats,  Lestat  (Tom  Cruise).  At  first,  Dante  Fer- 
retti’s  rotting  wedding  cake  sets,  the  actors’  pris¬ 
sy  inflections  and  Rice’s  flamboyantly  mannered 
dialogue  (“God  kills  indiscriminately  and  so  shall 
we!")  don't  seem  deep  so  much  as  overwrought. 
But  eventually  we  start  to  adjust  to  the  sight  of 
Tom  Cruise  in  his  George  Washington  wig  and 
chunky  platform  shoes,  and  the  film  takes  a  turn 
for  the  comic.  (English  dialogue,  Hebrew  subti¬ 
tles.  Children  under  17  not  admitted  without  an 
adult.) 

★★★★  LIFETIMES  -  If  David  O.  Selznick 
were  alive  and  Chinese,  he  might  make  a  film 
like  this  one.  Director  Zhang  (Raise  the  Red 
Lanterns)  Yimou's  most  ambitious  movie  to  date 
traces  the  lives  of  a  simple  family  as  they're 
thrown  from  one  historical  event  to  the  next  - 
Mao's  revolution,  the  Great  Leap  Forward,  the 
Cultural  Revolution,  not  to  mention  the  several 
operas'  worth,  of  personal  tragedies  they  suffer. 
(Mandarin  dialogue.  English  and  Hebrew  subti¬ 
tles.  Not  recommended  for  children.) 


CINEMA 


JERUSALEM 

CINEMATHEQUE  Farm  halt  461  7  * 
Wings  of  Desire  9:15  ★  Kfopur  -  Memo¬ 
ries  from  the  War  9:30  G.G.  GIL  Jerusa¬ 
lem  Mall  (Malha)  «  788448  Interview 
With  the  VampireaThe  Specialist  4:30, 
7:15,  9:46  *  The  Reel  McCoy  430.  7, 
930  *  Tlmocop  430, 7,  930  ★  Forrest 
Gump  430,  7,  9:45  *  The  River  Wild 
430,  7.  930.  JERUSALEM  THEATER 
Lifetimes  930  *  Germinal  6  ORION 
True  Lles*Ctear  and  Present  Danger 
4:45, 6:45, 9:1 5  *  The  COent  5, 7:1 5. 9:1 5 

*  PrisdttasStrawtwrry  and  Chocolate 
5.  730,  930  RAV  CHEN  1-7  8  792799 
Credit  Card  Reservations  ®  794477 
Rav-Mecher  Building,  19  Ha'oman  St, 
Tal  plot  Chasers*  The  Siren's  Song- 
•Nlghtmare  Before  Christmas- 

•  Mother's  Boys  5,  730,  9:45  *  Four 
Weddings  and  a  Funeral  5,  730, 9:45  * 
Pulp  Fiction  4,  7,  945  *  Renaissance 
Man  5.  7:15,  9:45  RON  1-2  8  234704  1 
Rabbi  Akiva  St  Bad  GirbraWhen  a  Man 
Loves  a  Woman  5.  7:15.  930 

TEL  AVIV 

CINEMATHEQUE  Blue  Velvet  5  *  Ger¬ 
trud  930  DEKEL  8  5443200  94  Yehuda 
Hamaccabi  St  It  Could  Happen  To  You 
730,  9*5  DIZENGOFF  1-3  8  200485 
Dizengoff  Center  Gilbert  Grape  1 1  ajn., 
1,  3.  5:15.  730,  9:45  *  Reservoir  Dogs 
11  am.  1, 3, 5:15,  730, 9:45  *  Burnt  by 
the  Sun  11  a.m.,  4:15,  7  *  True  Ro- 
mance  2. 9:45  DRIVE  IN  The  Ghent  10  * 
Sex  FUm  12  midnight  GAN  HAIR  Priscil¬ 
la  5,  730.  9:45  GAT  Renaissance  Man 
4:45,  7:15,  9:45  GORDON  The  Woman 
Who  Made  Sesame  Ofl  6, 8  *  The  Diary 
of  Nani  Moretti  10  HAKQLNOA  ZOA 
HOUSE  *  6959341  26  Ibn  Gabirol  St 
Tsaltal  2, 7:15  G.G.  HOD  1-4  «  5228090 
Hod  Passage.  101  Dizengofl  St  The  Riv¬ 
er  WHd  130.  430.  730,  10  *  Forrest 
Gump  130,  430,  7:15.  10  *  nmecop- 
•Prisdlla  130. 430. 730, 10  LEV  1-4  a 
5288288  Natural  Bom  Killers  4:45,  730, 
9:45  *  Lifetimes  12  noon,  2:15,  430. 
7:15, 9:45  *  Raining  Stones  12  noon.  2. 
4. 8  +  Naked  10 *  Ladybird  l2noon,2,6 
MAXIM  Speed  7:15.  930  RAV-CHENS 
5282288“  Dizengoff  Center  Pulp  Fiction 
1:15, 4:15, 7, 9:45  ★  Mother’s  Boys  1 1 30 
ajn,  230, 5. 730, 9:45  *  Chasers  1130 
am.,  230,  5,  730,  9:45  *  The  Siren’s 
Song*The  Color  of  the  Night  5.  730. 
9:45  RAV-OR  1-5  8  5102674"  Opera 
House  Serial  Mom*Four  Weddings  and 
a  Funeral*  Nightmare  Before  Christmas 
5,  730.  9:45  *  The  Lion  King  (English 
dialogue}  730.  9:45  ★  The  Lion  King 
(Hebrew  dialogue)  weekdays  5  *  Sirens 
5.  730,  9:45  G.G.  SHAHAF  1-2  8 
5271645  KJkar  Narnir  Forrest  Gump  430. 
7:15.  10  *  The  River  Wild  5,  730,  10 
G.G.  TAYELET  1-3  ®  5177952  2  Yona 
Hanavt  St  Clear  and  Present  Danger 
430.  7:15  *  The  CUent  5.  730  ★  True 
Lies  430,  7:15,  10  G.G.  TEL  AV?V  8 
5281191  65  Pinsker  St.  The  Real 

McCoy*  Interview  With  the  Vampire  5 

730,  10  *  The  Specialist  5  TEL  AWV 
MUSEUM  ®  6961297  27  Shaut  Hametekh 
Boulevard  The  House  of  Angels  5. 730, 
10  ZAFON  Germinal  4.  7,  9:45 

CINBM  CAFE  AMAMl  8  325755J Burnt 
by  the  Sun  7, 9*  Priscilla  7,  930  ATZ- 
MON  1-5  8  673003  Interview  With  the 
Vantpke*The  River  WUd«The  Specie- 
BstsThe  Real  HcCoyeTImecop  430,  7, 
9:15  CINEMA  CAFE  MORIAH  **  24247? 
The  Essence  of  Green  Papaya  730. 930 
CINEMATHEQUE  Umberto  930 
ORLY  Lifetimes  6:45,  9:15 
1-3  *382020  Panes!  Gump  430. 7, 930 
RAV-MOR  1-7  * 

ManeGflbert  GrapeaThe  Color  of  we 
Night*  Chasers  4:45,  7,  9:15  *  Four 


Weddings  and  a  Funeral  4:45,  7, 9:15  * 
Pulp  BctiOfu630,9.15  *  Mother's  Boys 
4:45, 7, 9rt6  RAV-OR  1-3  V  246653  Re¬ 
naissance  Man  430.  7,  9:15  *  Night¬ 
mare  Before  Chrfsbnas*Gilbert  Grape 
4*5,  7,  9:15 

ARAD 

STAR  Four  Weddings  and  a  Funeral 
7:15,  930  +  The  River  Wild  7:15, 930  * 
Timecop  7:15,  930 
ASHDOD 

G.G.  GIL  The  Real  McCoy  Interview 
wHh  the  Vampire  4:45,  7:15,  9:45  *  For¬ 
rest  Gump* The  raver  Wild  4*5,  7:15. 
9*5  *  Four  Weddings  and  a  Funeral 
4:45,  7:15,  9*5 
ASHKELON 

G.G.  GIL  Interview  with  the  Vampir- 
e*The  Real  McCoy*The  Specialist  5, 
7:15, 9:45  *  Forrest  Gump  430,  7. 9:45 
RAV  CHEN  1-5  8  711223  Bad  Girts- 
•Chasers*The  Color  of  the  fight  5. 
730.  9:45  *  Pulp  Fiction  4.  7,  9:45  * 
Four  Weddings  and  a  Funeral  9:45  * 
Angels  5,  7:15 
BAT  YAM 

RAV  CHEN  8  5531077  Interview  with 
the  Vampire*The  Real  McCoy*Thne- 
cop  5.  7:15.  9:45  *  Chasare*TTie  Spe- 
ctail6t*The  River  WBd  5.  730.  9:45  ★ 
The  Color  of  the  Mght  9:45  *  Angels  5, 
730 

BEERSHEBA 

G.G.  GIL  Interview  WHh  the  Vampire 
430, 7,  9:45  *  The  River  Wlld*The  Real 
McCoy  4  30, 7:15,  9:45  *  Forrest  Gump 
430.  7.  9:45  RAV-NEGEV  1-4  ®  235278 
Pulp  Fiction  4. 7. 9:45  ★  Four  Waddings 
and  a  Funeral  5,  730,  9:45  ★  The  Color 
of  the  Mght  5. 730, 9:45  *  Serial  Mom  5, 
730,  9:45 
DIMONA 

MOFET  The  Specialist  8 
HADERA 

LEV  1-4  8  343555  The  River  Wild  5. 
7:15,  9:45  *  Timecop  5.  7:15, 10  *  Inter¬ 
view  With  The  Vampire  5.  7:15,  9:45  * 
Forrest  Gump  7, 9.45  -*  Baby's  Day  Out 
5 

HERZUYA 

COLONY  CINEMA  1-2  (MANDARIN)  * 
6902666  Forrest  Gump  730,  10:15  * 
Four  Weddings  and  a  Funeral  730,  10 
DANIEL  HOTEL  8  544044  THE  AUDITO¬ 
RIUM  Natural  Bom  KIBers  7:15,  9:45 
STARS  589068  29  Sokolov  St  Timecop 
730,  10  *  Interview  With  The  Vampire 
730,  9*5  *  The  River  WHd  730.  10 

HOD  HASHARON 

MOFET  ®  405616  The  Color  of  We 

Night  7:15,  930 

KARMIEL 

CINEMA  1-3  8  087277  Timecop  7.  930 
★  Pulp  Fiction  ■Forrest  Gump  630, 9:15 
KFAR  SAVA 

G.G.  GIL  Interview  With  the  Vamptre- 
•Four  Weddings  end  a  Funeral*The 
Color  of  the  Night  4:45.  7:15.  9:45  ★ 
Forrest  Gump  4:45. 7:15. 10  *  The  River 
wild  4:45, 7:15, 9:45  ★  The  Real  McCoy 
7:30.  9:45*  Angels  4:45,  7:15  * 
Schindler's  List  4 
KIRYAT  BIALIK 

G.G.  KIRYON  1-9  «  779166  Interview 
With  The  Vamp  Ire  •Forres!  Gump  4:45, 
7. 930  *  The  River  WIW  4:45,  7.  930  * 

Timecop  4:45, 7, 930  *  The  Real  McCoy 

4:45,  7.  930  *  Monkey  Trouble* The 
Mask*  Baby's  Day  OuteThe  Lion  King 
4:45  *  The  SpeeiaHsteFour  Weddings 
and  e  Funeral  7,  930 

KIRYAT  MALACHI 

HAICRYA  The  Specialist  730,  930 

KIRYAT  ONO 


MATNAS  The  Specialist  7, 9:15  MOFET  I 
-•Lovel4toubla  7:15.-9^30..  .  .  - 

LOD  ' 

STAR. Timecop  7:15,  930  *  Natural 
Bom  KUers  7:15, 930  *  The  Spedeflat 
7:15,  930 

NAHARIYA 

HECHAL  HATARBUT I  Love  Trouble  7, 
9:15 

NESS  ZIONA 

G.G.  GIL  1-4  8  404729  Interview  With 
The  Vampire  4:45, 7:15, 9:45  *  The  Reel 
McCoy*The  River  Wild  4*6, 7:15, 9*5 

*  Forrest  Gump  430,  7,  9*5 

NETANYA 

G.G.  GIL  1-5  8  628452  The  River  WB- 
d*  Interview  WHh  The  Vampire*The 
Real  McCoy  5,  7:15.  9:45  *  Forrest 
Gump  430. 7, 9*5  *  Timecop  7:15, 9*5 
RAV-CHEN  1-4  *61 8570  Pulp  Fiction  4, 
7.  9*5  *  Chasers  5.  730,  9:45  ★  Re¬ 
naissance  Man  5,  7:15,  9:45  *  Four 
Wedtfings  and  a  Funeral  9:45  *  Angela 
5,  7:15 

OR  YEHUDA 

G.G-  GIL  The  Color  of  the  Nfght*The 
Flying  Camei*Sirefts  5, 7:15, 9:45  *  An¬ 
gela  5.  7:159:45 

PETAH  TIKVA 

G.G.  HECHAL  1-3  8  9300844  Interview 
WHh  the  Vampire  5,  7:15,  9:45  *  The 
Real  McCoy  5.  7:15.  9*5  *  The  River 
Wild  5,  7:15.  9:45  G.  G.  RAM  1-3  8 
9340818  Forrest  Gump  430,  7,  9*5  * 
Natural  Bom  KIBersaThe  Color  of  the 
Night  5,  7:15,  9:45 

RA’ANANA 

MOFET  When  a  Man  Loves  a  Woman 
730,  930  PARK  Four  Weddings  and  a 
Funeral  10  *  Interview  WHh  The  Vam¬ 
pire  730,  10*  Renaissance  Man  5, 730, 
10  *  Baby's  Day  Out  5  *  Gilbert  Grape 
5.  730.  10  *  Angels  5,  730 
RAMAT  GAN 

RAV-GAN 1-4  8  797121  Foie  Waddings 
and  a  FUnerafaRenaiaaance  Man  5, 
7:15,  9:45  *  The  Siren'^Song  5,  730. 
9:45  *  Forrest  Gump  7, 9*5  *  Angels  5 
RAV-OASIS  1-3  8  6730687  Interview 
WHh  The  Vampire  5.  7:15,  9:45  *  The 
Real  McCoy*The  River  WHd  5.  730, 
9:45 

RAMAT  HASHARON 

KOKHAV  ®  5491979  When  a  Man  Loves 
a  Woman  7,  930 
RISHON  LEZK5N 

HAZAHAV  Interview  With  The  Vampire 
4:45,  7:15,  9:45  *  Forrest  Gump  430,  7, 
9:45  *  Angels  4:45,  7:15,  9*5  RAV 
CHEN  Mather’s  Boys  5,  730,  9*5  * 
Pulp  fiction  4, 7. 9:45  *  Four  Wedtfings 
and  a  Funeral  5.  730,  9:45  *  Renais¬ 
sance  Man  5.  7:15,  9:45 

RISHON  NEW  1ND.  AREA 

GAL  1-5  8  961 9669  The  River  WM*The 
Real  McCay*The  SpectcffsteTfmecop 
4:45,  7:15.  9:45  *  The  River  WDd  4*5, 
7:15.  9*5  STAR  1-4  8  9619985-7  27 
Ushlnsky  St  The  Cokx- of  the  Night  9:45 

*  Baby's  Day  Out  7:15  *  The  Siren’s 
Song  7:15, 9:45  *  PrtedBa  7:15, 9:45  * 
The  Client  9:45  *  Speed  7:15 

UPPER  NAZARETH 
G.G  GIL  The  Color  of  the  NigKteThe 
SpecWlst  4:45. 7, 930  *  The  River  WH- 
d*Aya*The  Real  McCoy-Intervlew 
With  the  Vamphe  4:45. 7. 930*  Forrest 
Gump  4.  7,  9:45 

"  Tone  phone  reservations  03-S2S2244 
All  times  are  pjn.  unless  otherwise  in¬ 
dicated. 
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TELEVISION 


■  CHANNEL  1 

6:30  Maws  6:48  Cartoon  7:00  Good 
Morning  isreet 

■  EDUCATIONAL  TV 

8:00  -  15:00  Open  Studio:  NO  to 
drugs!  15:00  Frtzuhim  —  game  show 

■  CHANNEL  1 

15:30  Danny's  Room  1535  Thtytoon 
16:00  Zap  10  One  17:00  A  New  Eve¬ 
ning  17:35  Animals  and  Smiles  -  quiz 
show  18:00  Rugrms  18:15  News  in 
English 

ARABIC  PROGRAMS 

1 8:30  Sports  magazine  1 9:  OO  News  in 

Arabic 

HEBREW  PROGRAMS 
18:30  Kindergarten  Party  hosted  by 
Rtvka  MJchaafi,  with  Shlomo  Gronieh 
and  Julian  Chagrin  20:00  Mabat 
21:00  Popo Utica  22:10  Between  the 
Lines  23:00  Backtrack  -  Ehud  Manor 
hosts  artists  23:30  News  magazine 
00:00  Love  At  First  Sight 

■  CHANNEL  2 

14:00  Nature  documentary  from  Aus¬ 
tralia  15:00  Disney  Time:  Duck  Tales 
15:30  Disney  Time:  Tale  Spin  16:00 
The  Bold  and  the  Beautiful  17:00  Fle¬ 
sh  of  at  Five  17:30  Fresh  Prince  of  Bel- 
Air  18.-00  Double  Dare  18:30  Dr. 
Quinn  -  Medicine  Woman  19:30  Lingo 
-  game  show  20:00  News  20:30  Dat¬ 
ing  show  21.-00  Comedy  Store  21:30 
Gov  Night  -  entertainment  with  GkU 
Gov  22:40  Moon  Over  Miami  23:40 
Herman's  Head  -  comedy  00:00  News 
00:05  Herman's  Head  (continued) 
00:10  Poirot 

■  JORDAN  TV  (unoFficial) 

17:00  French  programs  18:30  News 
in  French  19:00  News  in  Hebrew 
19:30  News  highlights  in  English 
19:33  Black  Beauty  20:00  Boogie's 
Diner  20:30  Quantum  Leap  21:10 
Shades  of  LA.  22:00  News  m  English 
22:20  Film 

■  MIDDLE  EAST  TV 

14:00  The  700  Club  14:55  Film:  The 
Lady  Says  No-  a  woman  cannot  decide 
whether  or  not  to  let  men  into  her  life. 
Starring  David  Niven  and  Joan  Caufield 
18:30  Mighty  Mouse  18:55  Jonny 
Quest  17:20  Dangemrouse  17:45  Su¬ 
perbook  I1 18:10  Documentary  19:10 
Rescue  911 20:00 World  News  Tonight 
20:30  CNN  Headline  News  21 :00  The 
Cosby  Show  21:30  Lois  and  Clark:  The 
new  adventures  of  Superman  22:20 
The  Commish  23:10  700  Club  00:00 
Special  Programs 


CABLE 


■  FAMILY  CHANNEL  (3) 

8:00  Local  broadcast  9:00  One  Life  to 
Live  9:45  The  Young  and  the  Restless 
10:30  Guests  in  the  Living  Room 
11:00  I  Love  Lucy  11:30  Celeste 
12:15  Neighbors  12:40  Falcon  Crest 
13:30  Designing  Women  14:00  Israeli 
dips  14:15  I'd  By  Away  15:00  Topaz 
15:45  Knots  Landing  16:35  Neighbors 
17:00  Love  Boat  17:50  Israeli  Clips 
18:05  One  Life  to  Live  18:50  The 
Young  and  the  Restless  19:30  Local 
broadcast  20:00  Celeste  20:50  Falcon 
Crest  21:40  Cheers  22:05  Murphy 
Brown  2&«35  The  Nap nv. 23^00  EN& 
23:50  Coach  00:15  llw  fEfftnnti&FT 
1:10  Murder  She  Wrote 

■  MOVIE  CHANNEL  (4) 

10:30  Crime  of  Innocence  (1985)  (rpR) 
12:05  Short  movie  13:00  Kennel  Mur¬ 
der  Case  (1933)  —  Smartly  paced  Mi¬ 


chael  Curtiz  murder  mystery  in  which 
private  investigator  Philo  Vance  proves 
an  apparent  suicide  is  actually  murder. 
Starring  William  Powell  and  Mary  Astor 
14:25  The  Man  in  A  Brown  Suit  (1988) 
(rpf)  16:00  Assault  and  Matrimony 
(1987)  -  Michael  Tudcar  and  Jill  Eiken- 
beny  play  a  married  couple  trying  to  kHI 
each  other  17:35  CutI  -  gossip  17:40 
Mafia  Kid  (1988)  (ipt)  19:20  Fatal  Judg¬ 
ment  (1988)  (rpt)  20:50  What's  On  at 
the  Movies  21.-00  Better  Off  Dead 
(1992)  -  thriler  about  a  young  woman 
wrongly  imprisoned  for  the  murder  of  a 
cop.  Eight  years  later  new  evidence 
comes  to  Tight  and  the  case  Is  reopened 
22:30  Australia  (1900)  —  French  drama 
starring  Jeremy  Irons  as  a  man  who  haa 
an  affair  with  a  married  woman  (Fanny 
Ardennes)  and  whose  closely  kept  se¬ 
cret  is  nearly  uncovered 00:30 The  Girl 
Who  Came  Late  (1991  j  (rpt)  2:00  Chica¬ 
go  Joe  and  the  Showgirl  (1990)  (rpt) 

■  CHILDREN  (6) 

6:30  Cartoons  9:00  Cartoons  9:35 
Treasure.  Island  10:00  Astro  Farm 
10:35  Behind  the  scenes  of  Aloddin 
11:00  Behind  the  scenes  of  The  Flint- 
stones  11:20  Movie:  The  Neverending 
Story  (1984)  13:00  Cartoons  13:35 
Wild  West  C.O.W.  14:00  Orson  and  Oli¬ 
via  14:30  Zazoo-U  15*15  Behind  the 
scenes  of  Speed  15:30  Behind  the 
scenes  of  Lethal  Weapon  3 15:45  Mov¬ 
ie:  FX  II  (1991)  17:30  Tazmania  18:05 
Treasure  Island  18:30  Astro  Farm 
19:00  Cartoons  19:30 Throe’s  Compa¬ 
ny  20:00  Married  with  Children  20:25 
Hanging  with  Mr.  Cooper  20:45  Ail  in 
the  Family  21:15  Law  and  Order 

■  SECOND  SHOWING  (6) 

22:00  Life  Is  Sweet  (1991 )  -  Another  of 
director  Mike  Leigh's  working-class 
stice-of-nte  films,  this  time  looking  at  a 
family  and  their  troubled  twin  daugh¬ 
ters.  Starring  Alison  Steadman  and  Jim 
Broadbem  23:45  Beat  the  Devil  (1964) 
-  A  group  of  eccentric  travelers  are 
thrown  together  on  a  ship  in  the  search 
of  uranium.  Humphrey  Bogart  stare  in 
John  Huston's  parody  of  his  own  thrill¬ 
ers  (89  mins) 

■  DISCOVERY  (8) 

6.-00  Open  University:  Management 
and  Economics  11:00  Changing  Our 
Minds  12:00  Beyond  2000  13:00  Pa¬ 
cific  Outdoors  13:30  New  Explorer 
14:00  Open  University  16:00  Chang¬ 
ing  Our  Minds  17:00  Beyond  2000 
18:00  Open  University  20:00  Expo¬ 
sure  21:00  Nostradamus  22:00  The 
Shakers  23:00  Pacific  Outdoors  23:30 
New  Explorer  00:00  Open  University 

■  SUPER  CHANNEL 

7:00  Weekly  Business  7:30  UK  Today 
8:00  JTN  World  News  8:15  Weekly 
Business  8:45  Strictly  Business  9:00 
fTN  World  News  9:15  Strictly  Business 
9:30  Inside  Edition  10:00  Super  Shop 
11:00  Rolonda  12:00  Rivera  Live 
13:00  Memories  Then  and  Now  13:30 
UK  Today  14:00  Today  16:00  Holiday 
Destinations  16:30  New  Hollywood 
17:30  Gold.  God  and  Glory  18:30  UK 
Today  19:00  Today  20:00  ITN  World 
News  Live  20:30  first  Person  with  Ma¬ 
ria  Shriver  21:30  I  Witness  Video 
22:30  Inside  Edition  23:00  ITN  World 
News  23:30  The  Best  of  the  Tonight 
Show  with  Jay  Leno  00:30  Real  Per¬ 
sonal  1:00  UK  Today 

■  STAR  PLUS 

6:00  Donahue  7:00  Video  Fashion 
Monthly  7:30  Aerobics  8:00  Neigh¬ 
bors  8:30  Santa  Barbara  9:30  The 
Bold  and  the  Beautiful  10:00  Oprah 
Winfrey  11:00  Riviera  11:30  Ciao  Ita- 
lte  -42sOO-A»«oblc*- 1 2a30*>14i»~Suliiv 
vans  13:00  Small  Wonder  13:30  Ro¬ 
bot  ech  14:00  Teenage  Mutant  Ninja 
Turtles  14:30  Batman  15:00  Video 
Fashion  15:30  Neighbors  18:00 
M*A*S*H  16:30  Ruth  Rendell  Christ¬ 
mas  Mystery  -  No  Crying  He  Makes 
18:30  The  Bold  and  the  Beautiful 


19:00  Santa  Barbara  20:00  The  Twi¬ 
light  Zone  20:30  M*A*S*H  21:00 
Remington  Steele 22:00  Video  Fashion 
22:30  Neighbors  23:00  Minlserns; 
The  Flying  Doctors  (part  2  of  3)  1:00 
Richmond  Hill 


RADIO 


■  VOICE  OF  MUSIC 

6:06  Waking  to  Music  9.*00  Bach:  Toc¬ 
cata  and  Fugue  In  D  minor;  Buxtehude: 
Jubilate  Domino:  Rachmaninoff:  The 
Bella  choral  symphony;  Schubert:  Ave 
Maria  arr  for  guitar  10*15  Sibelius:  Fin¬ 
landia  (Herrick,  organ);  R.  Strauss:  Don 
Juan  symphonic  poem  (Quebec  Cons); 
Falla;  El  Amor  Brujo;  Janacek:  Taras 
Bulba  11:45  Poulenc;  Sonata  for  2  clar¬ 
inets;  Menahem  Tzun  Quintet  for  clari¬ 
net  and  strings;  John  WiHiams:  music 
from  the  film  Schindler's  List;  Milhaud: 
Jewish  Songs  op  34,  Sonatina  for  clari¬ 
net  and  piano  12:45  Works  for  piano 
14:06  Atlanta  Symphony  Orchestra 
and  Choir  cond.  Robert  Shaw  -  Bach: 
excerpt  from  Mass  In  B  minor;  Mozart: 
excerins  from  Requiem;  Beethoven: 
Sanctus  from  Missa  Sotemnis;  Verdi: 
Dies  Irae  from  Requiem  16:00  Musical 
works  In  different  arrangements  17:00 
Live  broadcast  from  Henry  Crown  Audi¬ 
torium.  Jerusalem  -  Alice  Giles  (horp), 
Aman  Wiesel  (piano).  Contemporary 
works  19:05  Purcell:  The  Gordian  Knot 
Suite;  Haydn:  Trumpet  concerto  in  E 
flat;  Gluck:  Dance  of  the  Blessed  Spirits 
from  Orfeo  ad  Euridica;  Wolf:  Italian 
Serenade  in  G  (Hagen  Qt);  Mendels¬ 
sohn:  Psalm  for  choir  and  orch  (Cha¬ 
pe  Ue  Royale  and  Collegium  Vocale/Par- 
Is  Orch  Ens/Herreweghe);  Ravel: 
Alba  ra  da  del  gracioso  (Montreal  SOI 
Dutoit)  20:03  A  Musical  Journey 
23:00  Rainbow  of  Sounds 

■  RADIO  1 

6:06  Hebrew  songs  7:00  News  in  En¬ 
glish  7:15  News  in  French  7:30  He¬ 
brew  songs  8:05  Dial  9:05  Anything 
'  Goes  10:05  Tslerarfo  1 1 :05  Finger  on 
the  Pulse  12:05  Middle  East  Magazine 
13:00  News  and  program  in  English - 
13:30  News  and  program  in  French 
14*15  Hebrew  songs  15:05  Youth  pro¬ 
gram  16:06  Gold  Watch  Club  17:00 
News  in  English  17:02  News  In  French 
17*15  Voice  of  the  Arts  18:05  Reli¬ 
gious  programs  20:00  Evening  news  - 
TV  broadcast  20:50  Bible  portion 
21:00  Hazanut  22:05  Advice  23:05 
Hebrew  songs 

■  RADIO  3 

Music  all  day  and  night 

■  REKA 

18:00  News  in  English  18:15  News,  in 
French  20:00  News  in  Russian 

■  ARMY  RADIO 

5:02  Good  Morning  IDF  6:00  An¬ 
nouncements  6:06  University  of  the  Air 
-  Gothic  Art  in  Europe  6:30  Good 
Morning  Israel  7:07  Seven-O-Seven 
8*10  Good  Morning  Israel  9*15  It's  Dif¬ 
ficult  in  the  Morning  10:05  Right  Now 
12:50  Today's  Entertainment  13:00 
Midday  News  13:15  It's  Uncertain 
15:05  Someone  to  Talk  To  16:00  An 
Hour  Before  17:00  Good  Evening  Israel 
18:05  Personal  Conversation  18:30 
Eavesdropping  20:00  Evening  news  - 
Channel  2  TV  broadcast 20:30  Come  to 
the  Board  21:05  Program  with  Dubi 
Lentz  22:05  Vitamins  23:05  This  Wes 
the  Day  00:10  Night  Birds  2:00  We 
Don't  Want  to  Sleep 

7:05  The  State  on  the  Way  9:05  Songs 
10:05  Sun  12:06  Air  Conditioning 
13:05  Showera  14:05  Something  for 
the  Road  15:05  Program  with  Yoav 
Kutner  15:05  Driving  Wisely  18:05 
Program  with  Lea  Oz  20:05  Below  the 
Belt  22:06  Good  Night 


CRYPTIC  CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 


1  Board  after  vehicle  is 
reversed  to  make  it  easy  (9) 
9  Stick  given  as  business 
present  (6) 

10  Agreeing  to  study  the  issue 
with  a  worker  (9) 

IX  Award  a  mark  without  point 
(6) 

12  Thinks  a  great  deal  about  a 
set— never  badly  (9) 

13  Public  relations  put  out  this 
novelist  (6) 

17  Be  turning  a  note  or  letter  to 
a  Greek  (3) 

19  Reveals  blunders— though 
not  very  many  (7) 

20  Tell  tot  to  follow  some 

serving  men  (7) 

21  Ascot’s  short  coat  (3) 

23  Beach  of  a  river  accorded 
special  treatment  (6) 


imred  to 


28  A  child  should-  be  put  into 
cooler  and  casual  shirt  (6) 

29  Coining  bo  fish  after  all  (9) 

30  Married  gays  having  plenty 
of  muscle  (6) 

31  It  need  not  give  rise  to  delay 
(9) 


DOWN 

2  Firmly  eatabliahed  as  a 
growing  concern  (6) 

3  In  Ireland  the  Spanish  will 
go  after  money  (6) 

4  A  girl  (a  trainee)  showing' 
temper  (6) 

5  Clement  allowed  nine  to 
change  inside  (7) 


6' Curb  that  can  make  many 
over-severe  (0) 

7  Leaves  off  before  Christmas 

(9) 

8  Bring  back  the  heartless 
rogue  popular  with  the 
country  (9) 

.14  People  trying  to  be  writers? 

.  (9) 

15  Revere  fat  characters  in 
future  (4,5) 

16  Aired  in  advance,  so  blocked 
(9) 

17  The  parcel  may  contain  wood 

(3) 

18  Car  negotiating  a  bend  (3) 

22  Medicos  tarn  in  a  little 

solemn  (7) 

24  Given  credit— and  loosen 

fold  (6)  . 

25  Lay  around  sick  in  lodgings 
(6) 

28  Very  occupied  fay  intimate 
Oriental  colt  (6) 


SOLUTIONS 


□EHtnousa  □  q  □ 
q  a  a  □□□□□□aa 
□aaa  □  a  a  □  □ 

□  saHsiiaasafflQa 

□  a  a  n  a  o 

□□nmaasB  oacssn 

□  3  3  a  a  g 

'assn  saaga  anas 
a  ana  □  a 
aaaaaa  anssaHoa, 

a  n  a  □  m  s 

□□□□□urrscanaii  □ 
□a  a  □  a  nasa 

□OHUEESa  USB 
□a  b  asBnasaa 


Yesterday’s  Quick  Solution  . . 
ACROSS:  1  AnfrUll,  6  Lopes,  8  Banal,  9 
Duniunt,  III  11  CSwOi  tilBw^ 

14  Global,  17  Onion,  19  Borough,  28 
Snlteaa,  23  CSdn;  24  Aims,  25  Bantam. 
DOWN:  1  Amber,  2  Timmn,  3  Inlet,  4 
Ladder.  5  lyrical.  B  Piano,  7  Satchel,  12 
Blown.  13  Concave,  15  Boulder,  IS 
AUua.  18  Igloo,  20  Beam  21  Hawn. 


QUICK  CROSSWORD 


□ 

■ 

□ 

■ 

□ 

3 

□ 

□ 

ACROSS 
1  Avoided  (6) 

4  Linger  (5) 

8  Strong’ winds  (5) 
9Tbffee(7) 

10  Coach  (7) 

11  Behindhand  (4) 

12  Terminate  (3) 

14  Overtake  (4) 

15  Notion  (4) 

18  Ocean  (3) 

21  Pleasant  (4) 

23  Catch  sight  of  (7) 

25  Get  better  (7) 

26  Angry  (6) 

27  Senior  (5) 

28  Alter  (6). 


DOWN 

1  Powerful  (6) 

2  Dried  fruit  (7) 

3  Simplicity  (8) 

4  Conservative  (4) 

5  Cabas  dance  (5) 

6  Cried  out  (6) 

7  Frighten  (6) 

13  Grow  less  (8) 

16  Elucidate  (7) 

17  Whole  (6) 

19  Concur  (5) 

20  Very  hard  (6) 

22  Managed  (5) 

24  Indigent  (4) 


t 


Court  overrules  rabbinate 
on  kosber  meat  imports 


THE  High  Court  of  Justice  over¬ 
ruled  the  Chief  Rabbinate  yester¬ 
day.  determining  that  it  canr.«'i 
deny  a  kashrut  certificate  to 
someone  who  imports  kosher 
meat,  just  because  he  also  im¬ 
ports  non-kosher  meat. 

The  court  was  ruling  on  a  peti¬ 
tion  by  Meatreal  Ltd.  A  law 
passed  earlier  this  year  which 
banned  the  import  of  non-koshcr 
frozen  meat  severely  cut  into  the 
company’s  business.  It  therefore 
applied  for  an  Industry  and  Trade 
Ministry  tender  to  import  kosher 
meat,  but  was  rejected  because 
the  rabbinate  would  not  approve. 

The  rabbinate  argued  that  as 
an  importer  of  non-kosher  meat, 
Meatreal  could  not  be  trusted  to 
ensure  the  kashrut  of  this  particu¬ 
lar  batch. 

However.  Justices  Theodor 
Orr.  Eliahu  Mazza  and  Dalia 
Domer  noted  that  the  company 
will  be  purchasing  its  meat  from  a 
slaughterhouse  in  Uruguay. 


EVELYN  GORDON 

which  is  under  the  supervision  of 
the  rabbinate.  The  meat  will  he 
packaged  and  sealed  at  this  fac¬ 
tory.  so  that  it  cannot  come  into 
contact  with  any  other  food  en 
route  to  Israel,  and  the  rabbinate 
can  check  whether  the  seal  has 
been  broken  when  the  meat 
arrives. 

“The  refusal  to  grant  a  kashrut 
certificate  in  a  case  like  this  is  an 
attempt  to  force  the  importer  into 
a  certain  mode  of  behavior  in  his 
other  businesses/*  i.e.  to  force 
him  to  stop  importing  non-kosher 
meat,  the  justices  wrote. 

Furthermore,  they  said,  there 
is  no  danger  that  letting  Meatreal 
import  kosher  meat  might  mis¬ 
lead  the  public  into  thinking  oth¬ 
er  Meatreal  products  are  kosher, 
because  all  imported  meat  is  la¬ 
beled  kosher  or  non-kosher. 

Herb  Keinon  adds: 

In  response  to  the  decision. 


Chief  Rabbi  Yisrael  Meir  Lau 
said:  “Every'  child  knows  that 
kashrut  depends  on  the  trustwor¬ 
thiness  of  the  butcher  or  import¬ 
er.  and  if  there  is  no  trust  in  a 
particular  butcher  or  importer, 
nothing  will  help." 

He  added  that  Prime  Minister 
Yitzhak  Rabin  has  promised  him 
that  an  amendment  to  the  law 
prohibiting  the  import  of  non-ko- 
sher  frozen  meat  will  be  legislat¬ 
ed  by  the  end  of  the  year,  effec¬ 
tively  rendering  the  Meatreal 
decision  moot. 

Lau  said,  however,  that  the  de¬ 
cision  itself  is  another  example  of 
the  High  Court  of  Justice  ruling 
on  matters  that  up  until  now  have 
been  within  the  exclusive  pur¬ 
view  of  the  rabbinate. 

National  Religious  Party  MK 
Yigal  Bibi  termed  the  decision 
“very  grave."  and  said  it  rein¬ 
forced  his  opinion  that  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  court  needs  to  be 
defined  and  curtailed. 


Police  promise  license  suspensions,  trials 
for  drunk  drivers  on  New  Year’s  Eve 


NEW  YEAR’S  EVE  partygoers 
who  drink  and  drive  should  be 
prepared  to  face  an  immediate 
30-day  driver's  license  suspension 
and  a  subsequent  trial,  the  Na¬ 
tional  Traffic  Police  announced 
yesterday. 

Starting  Friday  night  and  con¬ 
tinuing  through  early  Sunday, 
large  numbers  of  police,  military 
police,  and  Civil  Guard  volun¬ 
teers  will  be  out  in  full  force  on 
intercity  and  urban  roads  check¬ 
ing  vehicles  and  drivers. 

“We  will  place  the  emphasis  on 
young  drivers  and  soldiers  on 
leave/'  Dep.  Cmdr.  Danny  Liron 


RAINE  MARCUS 

said,  adding  that  1  percent  of  ac¬ 
cidents  involve  drunken  drivers. 

According  to  Liron,  Israeli 
drinking  habits  have  changed. 
Once,  a  group  of  friends  would 
meet  for  cofree,  while  now  a  glass 
of  wine  is  more  acceptable  than  it 
was. 

Immigrants  from  the  CIS  have 
brought  with  them  different 
drinking  norms,  he  added. 

Drivers  suspected  of  having 
had  too  much  to  drink  will  be 
asked  to  blow  into  a  Breathalyz¬ 
er,  which  show’s  if  the  blood  alco¬ 


hol  level  is  over  the  legal  limit. 
More  than  two  cans  of  beer,  or 
two  glasses  of  wine  or  spirits  can 
make  a  driver  legally  under  the 
influence  of  alcohol. 

"Drivers  do  not  realize  when 
they  have  drunk  too  much,  and 
we  will  do  everything  within  our 
power  this  year  to  prevent  drunk 
driving."  said  Liron.  “The  com¬ 
bination  of  tiredness  and  alcohol 
may  also  be  fatal." 

The  main  concentration  of  po¬ 
lice  will  be  in  areas  with  high 
concentrations  of  pubs,  night¬ 
clubs  and  other  entertainment 
spots. 


Posters  seek  help  with  Baruch  Goldstein  memorial  book 


HANDBILLS  calling  on  people 
with  pictures  and  reminiscences 
of  Baruch  Goldstein  to  contrib¬ 
ute  them  to  a  memorial  book  to 
be  published  in  his  honor  were 
posted  in  Kiryat  Arba  over  the 
weekend. 

Goldstein  killed  29  Moslem 
worshipers  in  the  Machpela  Cave 
in  Hebron  in  February,  before 
-being*  killed  himself.  ”... 

>■  “Anyone  who  has  pictures,  po¬ 
ems.  or  writings  about  the  martyr 
is  requested  to  send  us  a  copy.” 
the  poster  read.  “The  holy  com- 


HERB  KEINON 

munity  that  understands  the  im¬ 
portance  of  this  matter  is  request¬ 
ed  to  help." 

The  poster  listed  a  Jerusalem 
phone  number  for  further  details, 
but  it  proved  to  be  a  wrong 
nurabei. 

In  addition  to  writings  and  pic¬ 
tures  about  Goldstein,  the  poster 
said  that  essays  on  redemption, 
the  Temple,  Sanhedrin,  revenge, 
war,  and  monarchy  are  also  want¬ 
ed  for  inclusion  in  the  book. 


One  Kiryat  Arba  resident  said 
about  10  people  in  the  communi¬ 
ty  are  trying  to  develop  a  cult 
around  Goldstein. 

“They  go  to  his  grave  and  re¬ 
cite  Psalms,  they  gather  in  each 
other's  homes  and  tell  stories 
about  Goldstein."  the  resident 
said.  “They  are  trying  to  put  to¬ 
gether  a  cult,  and  this  book  seems 
to  be  a  part  of  it.  The  number  of 
people  involved  is  minuscule,  but 
the  damage  they  can  do  to  the 
image  of  settlers  and  Kiryat  Arba 
is-  enormous." 


Some  of  the  10,000  sabras  born  to  immigrants  from  Ethiopia  are  welcomed  at  yesterday’s 
Operation  Moses  ceremony  by  Absorption  Minister  Yair  Tzaban.  (Yossi  Coteu/Scoop  80) 

Operation  Moses  marks  10  years 


IT  IS  high  time  that  the  Chief 
Rabbinate  recognize  Ethiopian 
immigrants  as  Jews  in  every  re¬ 
spect.  Absorption  Minister  Yair 
Tzaban  said  yesterday  at  a  cere¬ 
mony  at  Beit  Hanassi  to  mark  the 
10th  anniversary’  of  Operation 
Moses. 

“Find  the  courage  to  do  this. 
There  is  no  other  community  as 
proud  of  their  Jewishness  as  the 
Jews  of  Ethiopia,”  Tzaban  said  in 
a  cal!  on  the  rabbis,  reiterating 
how  the  community  had  wan¬ 
dered  through  the  tortuous  de¬ 
serts  to  Sudan  in  its  yearning  to 
reach  Jerusalem. 

Since  Operation  Moses,  anoth¬ 
er  10,000  sabras  have  been  bom 
to  parents  who  came  from  Ethio¬ 
pia.  he  said. 

President  Ezer  Weizman  re¬ 
called  the  pride  he  felt  when  IAF 
planes  were  used  “to  save  people 
rather  than  for  bombing  pur¬ 
poses,”  during  the  operation. 


BATSHEVA  TSUR 

Some  7,600  olim  were  flown  here 
on  dozens  of  night  flights  from 
Sudan  over  a  45-day  period. 

“Hie  Ethiopian  aiiya  is  the 
symbol  of  what  Jews  can  do  for 
each  other,”  Weizman  said,  sa¬ 
luting  many  of  those  in  the  audi¬ 
ence  who  had  worked  clandes¬ 
tinely  and  openly  to  bring  the 
community  -  emissaries  of  the 
Jewish  Agency,  the  American 
Jewish  Joint  Distribution  Com¬ 
mittee.  the  security  forces,  and 
IDF. 

Friendly  governments  also  as¬ 
sisted  in  various  ways  to  carry  oat 
the  operation,  including  the 
Americans,  who  brought  600 
Jews  from  the  refugee  camps  of 
Sudan  in  cargo  planes. 

Weizman  stressed  the  difficul¬ 
ties  the  olim  had  in  being  ab¬ 
sorbed.  but  noted  with  satisfac¬ 
tion  that  they  could  now  be  found 


in  all  walks  of  life  here. 

Two  of  the  olim  recalled  their 
tribulations  in  their  long ;  tirelc 
from  home.  The  guides  stole 
their  money,  food,  and  medi¬ 
cines;  they  were  -  wracked  with 
disease  and  famine.'and  tanging 
for  family  members  from  Whom' 
they  had  been  separated.,, . 

“Those  of  us  who  did  hot  die 
en  route  to  Sudan,  began  dying 
like  flies  at  the  refugee  camps  in- 
Sudan,”  recalled  one  of .  the 
speakers.  “On  one  day,  we  bur¬ 
ied  18  dead.  That  night  another 
two  died.  I  felt  I  was  next.  Today 
I  am  well-covered,  but  when  the 
plane  came  to  fetch  us  in  Sudan^  I 
was  skin  and  bones.  Thanks  to  all _ 
of  you  who  saved  us.” 

Kes  Hadane,  the  spiritual  lead-: 
er  of  the  community,  recited  Yiz- 
kor  in  Hebrew  and  Amharicin 
memory  of  ttie.4,000  members  of 
the  community  who  lost  their 
lives  on  the  way  to  Israel. 


Housing  official- 
is  hostile  witness 
at  Deri  trial 

AVRAHAM  Hecht,  the  director 
of  i  the  Mpreshfet  Bfoyarmh  hnik- 
ing  associatiim, accused  of  bribing 
former  - interior^,  minister  Aiyeh 
pen/  was  dedared  a  hostile  wit¬ 
ness  at  yesterday"s  session  of 
D^s  trial  in' JerhsaJem  District 
Court. .  V  ’  \  *  I/  •;/  ■. 

*  /Hiis  pves  Yhe'  prosecution 
more  latitude  xu  questioning,  en- 
abfing  theprosecator  to  ask  the 
type  Of  xpKStioh-usuailly  reserved  - 
for  cross-ekaraination. 

,  puring.;  tire  session,  contradic¬ 
tions  Were -exposed  between'  the 
statements  he  made  topobefrand  - 
’  his  court  testimony,  regarding  six 
plots  Moreshet  Binyamin  had 

E*  ed  to  -givo,  to  the  Lev 
■yeshiva.. 

:  For.  example,-  Hecht  told  the 
court  that  until  he  had.  been  ques¬ 
tioned  by  police'  he '  had  never 
seen  a  document  ithatinduded  a 
commitment  td  aUot  sue  plots  to ' 
Lev  Banim.  Put  he  told  the  po¬ 
lice  that  he  “had  not  agreed  to 
sign  it/*  Hecht  denied  having 
node  such  a  statement  to  police. 

.According  la  the  police,  Hecht 
said  be  had  agreed  to  toe  request 
of  Moshe  Weinberg,  a  co-defen¬ 
dant  of  Deri’s/to  give  six  free 
plots  to  the  . yeshiva. 

.  Hecbf  explanied.  he  hadacqui- 
esced.to  WeinbergY  request,  hop¬ 
ing  that  Wembeig and  his  father. 
Ar\e  Weinberg;  who  beaded  Lev. 

association 

members  wbowere  demanding 
their  money  bade  from  suing  Mor- 
eshet  Binyamin.  .  (Itim) 
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The  Association  of  Professors  for  a  Strong  Israel. 


International  Conference  on 

"Securing  the  Future  of  Israel" 

Moriah  Hotel.  Jerusalem,  Wednesday-Thursday,  December  28-29.  1994 


The  lectures  will  be  mainly  in  English  on  Wednesday  and  mainly  in  Hebrew  on  Thursday,  with  simultaneous  translation  into  English 


Program: 


Wednesday,  December  28.  1994  15:00-15:30  -  Registration 


15:30-17:00  -  Session  1:  Chairmen:  Prof.  Menachem  Lewin  and  Prof.  Esther  Liberman  (USA). 

Opening  remarks:  Prof.  Ariel  Cohen,  Prof.  Assa  Ufshitz 

Lecturers:  Prof.  Moshe  Sharon,  Dr.  S.  Bodanski  (U.S.A.),  Prof.  Liva  Bitton-Jackson  (U.S.A.) 

Discussion 

17:00-17:30  -  Coffee  break 

17:30-19:30  -  Session  2:  Chairmen:  Prof.  Zvi  Ophir  and  Rabbi  Herzel  Krantz  (U.S.A.) 

Lecturers:  Prof.  Howard  l_  Adelson  (U.S.A.),  Dr.  H.  Gwirtzman,  Ms.  Beth  Gilinski  (U.S.A.) 

Discussion 

20:00  Dinner  at  the  Siebenberg  Family  Museum  in  the  Jewish  Quarter  of  the  Old  City.  Lectures  by  Dr.  G.  Barkai  and  Ms.  Gail  Winston 
Reception  at  the  home  of  Prof.  Hefzibah  and  Prof.  Zvi  Eyal. 


Thursday.,  December  29  08:00-09:00  -  Registration 
TiTSTiTiTrSTETt 


-  Opening  Session. 

Lecturers:  Dr.  Manfred  Lehman,  First  Chairman  of  the  Association  in  the  U.S.A.  and  Guest  of  Honor,  and  Prof.  Ariel  Cohen,  Chairman  of  the  conference. 

9:30-11:15  -  Session  1:  Judea,  Sam  alia  and  Jerusalem 
Chairman:  Prof.  Haim  Levanon 

11^1V^l^^^a^gal^etanyahU’  Prof' Rafi  ,srae,i*  Bri9-  Gen-  (Res  )  Aharon  Levran. Discussion  moderator:  Prof.  Howard  L.  Adelson  (U.S.A.) 

11:45-13:30-  Session  2:  "Peace"  and  Economy  Chairman:  Dr.  Ron  Breiman. 

Opening  remarks:  M.K.  Yigal  Bibi. 

Lecturers:  Prof.  Eliyahu  Kanovsky,  Dr.  Martin  Sherman,  Mr.  Yigael  Carmon 
Discussion  moderator  Prof.  David  Rosen 
13:30  -  Lunch  at  the  Moriah  Hotel. 

P™I^0n:,Prof; ?aritzki  and  Mr- Jack  Frid,er-  Greetings:  Mr.  C.  Stein.  Lecturer  M.K.  Dr.  Uzi  Landau,  Greetings  by  guests;  Mr.  Georqe  Diab  Rpnrpw^  *  ^ 

League  in  Israel,  and  Mr.  Sharbe!  Barakat,  Mid.  Eastern  Director  of  the  World  Lebanese  Organization.  9  ’  ePresentative  of  the  Maronite 

15:30-17:15  Session  3:  Education  Chairman:  Prof.  Zvi  Eyal 
Lecturers:  Prof.  E.  Schweid,  Prof.  Ozer  Schild,  Mr.  Zvi  Tsameret 
Discussion  Moderator:  Prof.  Emil  Fackenhaim 
17:15-17:45  -  Coffee  break 

S*^n»4:  Go,an  9hairman:  Dr-  Y*tzchak  Klein.  Opening  remarks:  M.K.  Rafael  E'rtan 

nnnr inHinn  B®n‘^hfron»  Maj.  Gen.  (Res-)  Y.  Peled,  Prof.Qpre  Gold.  Discussion  moderator:  Prof.  Alexander  Burkat  I 

concluding  remarks:  Prof.  Israel  Hanukogiu  and  Prof.  Eli  Poliak  a 

20-30:  Reception  at  the  home  of  Mrs,  and  Dr.  David  Medved,  18  Marcus  St. 


(Esther)'  durin9  regular  office  hours;  02-276094,  during  the  day;  or  fax.  02-435^4^5^^/ 
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